
All Saints' Day Sunday, November 01, 2020

Collect: Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship 

in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed 

saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have

prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the 

Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

First Lesson: Revelation 7:9-17 read from the English Standard Version Bible 

Anglicized

9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a 

loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And 

all the angels were standing round the throne and round the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12 saying, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might 

be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.”

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, 

and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, 

“These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God,

    and serve him day and night in his temple;

    and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more;

    the sun shall not strike them,

    nor any scorching heat.

17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,



    and he will guide them to springs of living water,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 34:1-10,22 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I will bless the Lord at all times; *

       his praise shall ever be in my mouth.

2 I will glory in the Lord; *

       let the humble hear and rejoice.

3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;

       let us exalt his Name together.

4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me *

       and delivered me out of all my terror.

5 Look upon him and be radiant, *

       and let not your faces be ashamed.

6 I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me *

       and saved me from all my troubles.

7 The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, *

       and he will deliver them.

8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; *

       happy are they who trust in him!

9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, *

       for those who fear him lack nothing.

10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, *

       but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.

22 The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, *

       and none will be punished who trust in him.

Epistle: 1 John 3:1-3 read from the God's Word Translation

3 Consider this: The Father has given us his love. He loves us so much that we are actually 



called God’s dear children. And that’s what we are. For this reason the world doesn’t 

recognize us, and it didn’t recognize him either. 2 Dear friends, now we are God’s children. 

What we will be isn’t completely clear yet. We do know that when Christ appears we will be 

like him because we will see him as he is. 3 So all people who have this confidence in Christ

keep themselves pure, as Christ is pure.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

5 When He saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain, and after He sat down, His 

disciples came to Him. 2 Then He began to teach them, saying:

3 “The poor in spirit are blessed,

for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

4 Those who mourn are blessed,

for they will be comforted.

5 The gentle are blessed,

for they will inherit the earth.

6 Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness are blessed,

for they will be filled.

7 The merciful are blessed,

for they will be shown mercy.

8 The pure in heart are blessed,

for they will see God.

9 The peacemakers are blessed,

for they will be called sons of God.

10 Those who are persecuted for righteousness are blessed,

for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

11 “You are blessed when they insult and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil 

against you because of Me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven.

For that is how they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On November 2nd we celebrate the Commemoration of All Faithful 

Departed. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

In the New Testament, the word “saints” is used to describe the entire membership of the 

Christian community, and, in the Collect for All Saints’ Day, the word “elect” is used in a 

similar sense. From very early times, however, the word “saint” came to be applied primarily 

to persons of heroic sanctity, whose deeds were recalled with gratitude by later generations.

Beginning in the tenth century, it became customary to set aside another day—as a sort of 

extension of All Saints—on which the Church remembered that vast body of the faithful who,

though no less members of the company of the redeemed, are unknown in the wider 

fellowship of the Church. It was also a day for particular remembrance of family members 

and friends.

Though the observance of the day was abolished at the Reformation because of abuses 

connected with Masses for the dead, a renewed understanding of its meaning has led to a 

widespread acceptance of this commemoration among Anglicans, and to its inclusion as an 

optional observance in the calendar of The Episcopal Church.

Let us pray: O God, the Maker and Redeemer of all believers; Grant to the faithful departed

the unsearchable benefits of the passion of your Son; that, on the day of his appearing, they 

may be manifested as your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


