
Second Sunday after the Epiphany January 17, 2021

The Collect: Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 

Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the 

radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the

earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) read from the Lexham English Bible

3 Now the boy Samuel was serving Yahweh in the presence of Eli. The word of Yahweh 

was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 2 And then one day when Eli was 

lying in his place (now his eyes had begun to grow weak so that he was not able to see) 

3 and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, Samuel was lying in the temple of Yahweh 

where the ark of God was. 4 Then Yahweh called out to Samuel and he said, “Here I am!” 

5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, because you called me.” But he said, “I did not call

you. Go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 6 And Yahweh called Samuel again, 

so Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, because you called me.” And he 

said, “I did not call you, my son. Go back and lie down.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know 

Yahweh, and the word of Yahweh had not yet been revealed to him. 8 Again Yahweh called 

Samuel a third time, so he got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, because you called 

me.” Then Eli realized that Yahweh was calling the boy. 9 So Eli said to Samuel “Go lie 

down. If he calls to you, then you must say, ‘Speak Yahweh, because your servant is 

listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 Then Yahweh came and stood there and called out as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 

Samuel said, “Speak, because your servant is listening.” 11 So Yahweh said to Samuel, 

“Look, I am doing something in Israel which will cause the two ears of everyone who hears 

it to tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken against his 

household, from beginning to end. 13 I will make him know that I am about to judge his 

household forever because of the iniquity that he knew, for his sons were bringing curses on

themselves, but he did not rebuke them. 14 Therefore I swore to the house of Eli that the 



iniquity of the house of Eli would not be atoned for by sacrifice or by offering forever.”

15 So Samuel lay down until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of Yahweh, 

but Samuel was afraid of telling the vision to Eli. 16 Then Eli called Samuel and said, 

“Samuel, my son!” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 And he said, “What is the message that he 

spoke to you? Please do not conceal it from me. May God punish you severely if you 

conceal anything from me of all the words that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him all the 

words and did not conceal anything from him. And he said, “He is Yahweh, he will do what 

is good in his sight.”

19 And Samuel grew up, and Yahweh was with him. He did not allow any of his prophecies 

to go unfulfilled. 20 All Israel from Dan to Beersheba realized that Samuel was faithful as a 

prophet to Yahweh.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *

       you know my sitting down and my rising up;

       you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *

       and are acquainted with all my ways.

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *

       but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

4 You press upon me behind and before *

       and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *

       it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; *

       you knit me together in my mother's womb.

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; *

       your works are wonderful, and I know it well.



14 My body was not hidden from you, *

       while I was being made in secret

       and woven in the depths of the earth.

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;

       all of them were written in your book; *

       they were fashioned day by day,

       when as yet there was none of them.

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *

       how great is the sum of them!

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; *

       to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 read from The Message

12 Just because something is technically legal doesn’t mean that it’s spiritually appropriate. 

If I went around doing whatever I thought I could get by with, I’d be a slave to my whims.

13 You know the old saying, “First you eat to live, and then you live to eat”? Well, it may be 

true that the body is only a temporary thing, but that’s no excuse for stuffing your body with 

food, or indulging it with sex. Since the Master honors you with a body, honor him with your 

body!

14-15 God honored the Master’s body by raising it from the grave. He’ll treat yours with the 

same resurrection power. Until that time, remember that your bodies are created with the 

same dignity as the Master’s body. You wouldn’t take the Master’s body off to a 

whorehouse, would you? I should hope not.

16-20 There’s more to sex than mere skin on skin. Sex is as much spiritual mystery as 

physical fact. As written in Scripture, “The two become one.” Since we want to become 

spiritually one with the Master, we must not pursue the kind of sex that avoids commitment 

and intimacy, leaving us more lonely than ever—the kind of sex that can never “become 

one.” There is a sense in which sexual sins are different from all others. In sexual sin we 



violate the sacredness of our own bodies, these bodies that were made for God-given and 

God-modeled love, for “becoming one” with another. Or didn’t you realize that your body is a

sacred place, the place of the Holy Spirit? Don’t you see that you can’t live however you 

please, squandering what God paid such a high price for? The physical part of you is not 

some piece of property belonging to the spiritual part of you. God owns the whole works. So

let people see God in and through your body.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 1:43-51 read from the Modern English Version Bible

43 The next day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip, and said to him, 

“Follow Me.”

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael 

and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, as well as the prophets, 

wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?”

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him and said concerning him, “Here is an Israelite 

indeed, in whom is no guile.”

48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?”

Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw 

you.”

49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you 

believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And He said to him, “Truly, truly I say to 

you, hereafter you shall see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On January 21 we celebrate the life of Agnes, Martyr at Rome. Read 

from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

As a child of twelve years, Agnes suffered for her faith, in Rome, during the cruel 

persecution of the Emperor Diocletian. After rejecting blandishments and withstanding 

threats and tortures by her executioner, she remained firm in refusal to offer worship to the 

heathen gods, and was burned at the stake—or, according to another early tradition, was 

beheaded with the sword. The early Fathers of the Church praised her courage and 

chastity, and remarked upon her name, which means “pure” in Greek and “lamb” in Latin.

Pilgrims still visit Agnes’ tomb and the catacomb surrounding it, beneath the basilica of her 

name on the Via Nomentana in Rome that Pope Honorius I (625–638) built in her honor to 

replace an older shrine erected by the Emperor Constantine. On her feast day at the 

basilica, two lambs are blessed, whose wool is woven into a scarf called the pallium, with 

which the Pope invests archbishops. Pope Gregory the Great sent such a pallium in 601 to 

Augustine, the first Archbishop of Canterbury. A representation of the pall appears on the 

coat of arms of Archbishops of Canterbury to this day.

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, you choose those whom the world deems 

powerless to put the powerful to shame: Grant us so to cherish the memory of your youthful 

martyr Agnes, that we may share her pure and steadfast faith in you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

Amen.


