
Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 24, 2021

The Collect: Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ 

and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may

perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 read from the New American Standard Bible

3 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh,

the great city, and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.” 3 So Jonah 

got up and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 

exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk. 4 Then Jonah began to go through the city one 

day’s walk; and he cried out and said, “Forty more days, and Nineveh will be overthrown.”

5 Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth, 

from the greatest to the least of them.

10 When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their evil way, then God relented of the

disaster which He had declared He would bring on them. So He did not do it. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 62: 6-14 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; *

       truly, my hope is in him.

7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, *

       my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.

8 In God is my safety and my honor; *

       God is my strong rock and my refuge.

9 Put your trust in him always, O people, *

       pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, *



       even those of low estate cannot be trusted.

11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, *

       all of them together.

12 Put no trust in extortion;

       in robbery take no empty pride; *

       though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, *

       that power belongs to God.

14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, *

       for you repay everyone according to his deeds.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 read from the New Century Version Bible

29 Brothers and sisters, this is what I mean: We do not have much time left. So starting 

now, those who have wives should live as if they had no wives. 30 Those who are crying 

should live as if they were not crying. Those who are happy should live as if they were not 

happy. Those who buy things should live as if they own nothing. 31 Those who use the 

things of the world should live as if they were not using them, because this world in its 

present form will soon be gone.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 read from the New International Version Bible

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.

15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe 

the good news!”

Jesus Calls His First Disciples

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and 

I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him.

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in

a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father 



Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 26 we celebrate the lives of Timothy, Titus, and Silas, 

Companions of Saint Paul. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Timothy and Silas are mentioned in The Acts of the Apostles. Timothy’s father was Greek 

and his mother a Jewish believer. Paul chose him as a companion for his mission to Asia 

Minor but counseled that he be circumcised because the “Jews who were in those places” 

knew that his father was a Greek (Acts 16:1–3). Timothy undertook missions to the 

Thessalonians, Corinthians, and the Ephesians. Eusebius counts him as the first bishop of 

Ephesus.

Silas is mentioned by his Latinized name, Silvanus, in 1 & 2 Thessalonians. He was a 

prophet in the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:22–35), but also a Roman citizen (Acts 16:37–8). 

He went with Paul and Barnabas to deliver the decision of the apostolic council in 

Jerusalem (Acts 15:1–21) that Gentile believers did not have to observe the law of Moses. 

Paul chose Silas to accompany him on missions to Asia Minor and Macedonia, where he 

may have remained after Paul left (Acts 15:41–18:5). Tradition has it that he died there after

some years of missionary work.

Titus, a Greek, accompanied Paul to Jerusalem for the apostolic council. Titus was sent on 

missions to Corinth, from which he gave Paul encouraging reports (2 Corinthians 7:13–15). 

Paul, who calls him “my true child in the common faith” (Titus 1:14), left him to organize the 

church in Crete (Titus 1:5), and Eusebius reports that he was the first bishop there.

Titus reportedly became Bishop of Crete, and died at Gortyn, on that island, near the end of

the first century. Tradition holds that Silas became Bishop of Corinth, and died in 

Macedonia, although no date has been recorded.

These three are celebrated on the day after the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul 

because of their close connections with him. Though they were all young and 



inexperienced, they were entrusted with missions and matters that helped form the very life 

and history of the Church.

Faithfulness, love, and devotion to Christ saw them through situations they could not have 

imagined.

Let us pray: Almighty God, who called Timothy, Titus, and Silas to lay a foundation of faith 

for your Church: Grant that we also may be living stones built upon the foundation of Jesus 

Christ our Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.


