
First Sunday in Lent February 21, 2021

The Collect: Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by 

Satan: Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know 

the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 9:8-17 read from the God's Word Translation

8 God also said to Noah and his sons, 9 “I am going to make my promise [a] to you, your 

descendants, 10 and every living being that is with you—birds, domestic animals, and all 

the wild animals, all those that came out of the ship—every living thing on earth. 11 I am 

making my promise to you. Never again will all life be killed by floodwaters. Never again will 

there be a flood that destroys the earth.”

12 God said, “This is the sign of the promise I am giving to you and every living being that is

with you for generations to come. 13 I will put my rainbow in the clouds to be a sign of my 

promise to the earth. 14 Whenever I form clouds over the earth, a rainbow will appear in the

clouds. 15 Then I will remember my promise to you and every living animal. Never again will

water become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I 

will see it and remember my everlasting promise to every living animal on earth.”

17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the promise I am making to all life on earth.”

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;

  my God, I put my trust in you; *

       let me not be humiliated,

       nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *



       let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *

       and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *

       for you are the God of my salvation;

       in you have I trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *

       for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *

       remember me according to your love

       and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *

       therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right *

       and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *

       to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

Epistle: 1 Peter 3:18-22 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all,[s]

the righteous for the unrighteous,[t]

that He might bring you[u] to God,

after being put to death in the fleshly realm[v]

but made alive in the spiritual realm.[w]

19 In that state[x] He also went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison[y] 20 who in

the past were disobedient, when God patiently waited in the days of Noah while an ark was 

being prepared. In it a few—that is, eight people[z]—were saved through water. 21 Baptism,

which corresponds to this, now saves you (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the 

pledge[aa] of a good conscience toward God) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

22 Now that He has gone into heaven, He is at God’s right hand with angels, authorities, 



and powers subject to Him.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15  read from the International Children's Bible

9 At that time Jesus came from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the place where John 

was. John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. 10 When Jesus was coming up out of the 

water, he saw heaven open. The Holy Spirit came down on him like a dove. 11 A voice 

came from heaven and said: “You are my Son and I love you. I am very pleased with you.”

12 Then the Spirit sent Jesus into the desert alone. 13 He was in the desert 40 days and 

was there with the wild animals. While he was in the desert, he was tempted by Satan. 

Then angels came and took care of Jesus.

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee and preached the Good News from 

God. 15 Jesus said, “The right time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Change your 

hearts and lives and believe the Good News!”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On February 22nd we celebrate the life of Eric Liddell, Missionary to 

China. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Eric Henry Liddell was born on January 16, 1902, at Tientsin (now Tianjin), in China, the 

second son of missionary parents. At the age of six, he was sent with his older brother to 

Eltham College, Blackheath, London, a boarding school for the children of missionaries. 

Liddell remained there until he enrolled in Edinburgh University. He excelled in athletics 

throughout his educational career.

Liddell won a position on the British track and field team for the Paris Olympic games of 

1924, winning the gold in the 400 metre, setting a world record, and a bronze in the 200 

metre. His best event as a university athlete was the 100 metre, and he was highly favored 

to win gold in the Olympics, but he elected not to run because the heat was to be held on 



Sunday, conflicting with his personal commitment keep the sabbath. The award-winning 

film, Chariots of Fire, is the story of Eric Liddell and his participation in Olympiad VIII.

After his graduation from Edinburgh, Liddell returned to North China, near his birthplace, 

and served as a missionary from 1925-1943. He was ordained in the Church of Scotland in 

1932 and in 1934 married Florence Mackenzie, the daughter of Canadian missionaries to 

China. Together they had three daughters.

Because of ongoing conflict between China and Japan in the 1930’s, Liddell and his family 

endured significant hardships. In 1941, after the Japanese invasion of Pearl Harbor, the 

British government advised expatriates to leave the country. Florence Liddell took the 

children and fled to Canada in 1941. Eric and his brother Rob stayed on and continued their

work. In 1943, Liddell was interned in the Japanese concentration camp at Weihsein. 

Although Liddel did have an opportunity to leave the camp as part of an exchange of British 

and Japanese prisoners, he gave his place to a pregnant woman instead. Having won the 

respect of his captors, he is remembered by camp survivors for his ministry among them. 

He died in 1945 shortly before the camp’s liberation.

Let us pray: God, whose strength bears us up as on mighty wings: We rejoice in 

remembering your athlete and missionary, Eric Liddell, to whom you gave courage and 

resolution in contest and in captivity; and we pray that we also may run with endurance the 

race set before us and persevere in patient witness, until we wear that crown of victory won 

for us by Jesus our Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.


