
Second Sunday in Lent, February 28, 2021

The Collect: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 

gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith 

to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 read from The 21st Century King James 

Version Bible

17 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram and said 

unto him, “I am the Almighty God. Walk before Me, and be thou perfect.

2 And I will make My covenant between Me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.”

3 And Abram fell on his face; and God talked with him, saying,

4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.

5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a 

father of many nations have I made thee.

6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall 

come out of thee.

7 And I will establish My covenant between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their 

generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seed after thee.

15 And God said unto Abraham, “As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, 

but Sarah shall her name be.

16 And I will bless her and give thee a son also by her. Yea, I will bless her, and she shall be

a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.”

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 22:22-30 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; *

       stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel;

       all you of Jacob’s line, give glory.



23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;

    neither does he hide his face from them; *

       but when they cry to him he hears them.

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *

       I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

    and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *

       “May your heart live for ever!”

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *

       and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; *

       he rules over the nations.

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *

       all who go down to the dust fall before him.

29 My soul shall live for him;

    my descendants shall serve him; *

       they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever.

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *

       the saving deeds that he has done.

Epistle: Romans 4:13-25 read from the Lexham English Bible

13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants, that he would be heir of the world, 

was not through the law, but through the righteousness by faith. 14 For if those of the law 

are heirs, faith is rendered void and the promise is nullified. 15 For the law produces wrath, 

but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 16 Because of this, it is by faith, in 

order that it may be according to grace, so that the promise may be secure to all the 

descendants, not only to those of the law, but also to those of the faith of Abraham, who is 

the father of us all 17 (just as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) 

before God, in whom he believed, the one who makes the dead alive and who calls the 

things that are not as though they are, 18 who against hope believed in hope, so that he 

became the father of many nations, according to what was said, “so will your descendants 



be.” 19 And not being weak in faith, he considered his own body as good as dead, because 

he was approximately a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 And he 

did not waver in unbelief at the promise of God, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory 

to God 21 and being fully convinced that what he had promised, he was also able to do. 

22 Therefore it was credited to him for righteousness. 23 But it was not written for the sake 

of him alone that it was credited to him, 24 but also for the sake of us to whom it is going to 

be credited, to those who believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 

25 who was handed over on account of our trespasses, and was raised up in the interest of 

our justification. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 read from The Message

He then began explaining things to them: “It is necessary that the Son of Man proceed to an

ordeal of suffering, be tried and found guilty by the elders, high priests, and religion 

scholars, be killed, and after three days rise up alive.” He said this simply and clearly so 

they couldn’t miss it.

32-33 But Peter grabbed him in protest. Turning and seeing his disciples wavering, 

wondering what to believe, Jesus confronted Peter. “Peter, get out of my way! Satan, get 

lost! You have no idea how God works.”

34-37 Calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “Anyone who intends to come with me 

has to let me lead. You’re not in the driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; embrace it. 

Follow me and I’ll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-sacrifice is the way, my 

way, to saving yourself, your true self. What good would it do to get everything you want 

and lose you, the real you? What could you ever trade your soul for?

38 “If any of you are embarrassed over me and the way I’m leading you when you get 

around your fickle and unfocused friends, know that you’ll be an even greater 

embarrassment to the Son of Man when he arrives in all the splendor of God, his Father, 

with an army of the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On March 3rd we celebrate the lives of John and Charles Wesley 

Priests. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

John was the fifteenth, and Charles the eighteenth, child of Samuel Wesley, Rector of 

Epworth, Lincolnshire, and his wife, Susannah. John was born June 17, 1703, and Charles, 

December 18, 1707. Of the nineteen Wesley siblings, only ten lived to maturity. Under their 

mother’s tutelage, all of the Wesley children were schooled each day in six-hour sessions, 

always begun and concluded with the singing of Psalms.

Their theological writings and sermons are still widely appreciated, but it is through their 

hymns—especially those of Charles, who wrote over six thousand of them—that their 

religious experience, and their Christian faith and life, continue to affect the hearts of many.

Both Wesleys were educated at Christ Church, Oxford, John later being elected a fellow of 

Lincoln College, where they gathered a few friends to join a “Holy Club” in strict adherence 

to the worship and discipline of the Prayer Book, and were thus given the name 

“Methodists.” John was ordained in 1728 and Charles in 1735. Both were profoundly 

attached to the doctrine and worship of the Church of England, and deeply moved by and 

critical of the church’s neglect of the poor, and remained so, despite abusive opposition to 

their cause and methods.

The two brothers went together to Georgia in 1735, John as a missionary of the Society for 

the Propagation of the Gospel, and Charles as secretary to James Oglethorpe, the 

Governor.

Shortly after their return to England, they each experienced an inner conversion. On May 

21st, 1738—Pentecost—Charles “felt the Spirit of God striving with his spirit ’till by degrees 

He chased away the darkness of . . . unbelief.” Three days later, at a meeting on May 24th 

in Aldersgate Street in London with a group of Moravians, during a reading of Luther’s 

Preface to the Epistle to the Romans, John recorded, “I felt my heart strangely warmed. I 

felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that he 

had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” So the 

revival was born.



The formal separation of the Methodists from the Church of England occurred after the 

deaths of the two brothers in London —Charles on March 29, 1788, and John on March 2, 

1791—but John’s uncanonical ordinations of “elders” for America (bitterly opposed by 

Charles) doubtless set the basis for it.

Let us pray: Lord God, you inspired your servants John and Charles Wesley with burning 

zeal for the sanctification of souls and endowed them with eloquence in speech and song: 

Kindle in your Church, we entreat you, such fervor, that those whose faith has cooled may 

be warmed, and those who have not known Christ may turn to him and be saved; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


