
Easter Day Principal Service, April 4, 2021

The Collect: O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of 

the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant 

us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

First Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9 both will be read from the God's Word 

Translation

Acts

34 Then Peter said, “Now I understand that God doesn’t play favorites. 35 Rather, whoever 

respects God and does what is right is acceptable to him in any nation. 36 God sent his 

word to the people of Israel and brought them the Good News of peace through Jesus 

Christ. This Jesus Christ is everyone’s Lord. 37 You know what happened throughout 

Judea. Everything began in Galilee after John spread the news about baptism. 38 You know

that God anointed Jesus from Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Jesus went 

everywhere and did good things, such as healing everyone who was under the devil’s 

power. Jesus did these things because God was with him. 39 We can testify to everything 

Jesus did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. People hung him on a cross and killed 

him, 40 but God brought him back to life on the third day. God didn’t show him 41 to all the 

people. He showed Jesus to witnesses, apostles he had already chosen. We apostles are 

those men who ate and drank with Jesus after he came back to life. 42 He ordered us to 

warn the people, ‘God has appointed Jesus to judge the living and the dead.’ 43 In addition,

all the prophets testify that people who believe in the one named Jesus receive forgiveness 

for their sins through him.”

The Word of the Lord

Isaiah

On this mountain the Lord of Armies will prepare for all people

a feast with the best foods,



a banquet with aged wines,

with the best foods and the finest wines.

7 On this mountain he will remove

the veil of grief covering all people

and the mask covering all nations.

8 He will swallow up death forever.

The Almighty Lord will wipe away tears from every face,

and he will remove the disgrace of his people from the whole earth.

The Lord has spoken.

9 On that day his people  will say,⌞ ⌟

“This is our God; we have waited for him, and now he will save us.

This is the Lord; we have waited for him.

Let us rejoice and be glad because he will save us.” 

The Word of the Lord

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *

       his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let Israel now proclaim, *

      “His mercy endures for ever.”

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, *

       and he has become my salvation.

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *

       in the tents of the righteous:

16 “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *

       the right hand of the Lord is exalted!

       the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”

17 I shall not die, but live, *

       and declare the works of the Lord.

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *

       but he did not hand me over to death.



19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *

       I will enter them;

       I will offer thanks to the Lord.

20 “This is the gate of the Lord; *

       he who is righteous may enter.”

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *

       and have become my salvation.

22 The same stone which the builders rejected *

       has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing, *

       and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 On this day the Lord has acted; *

       we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43 both will be read from the 

Holman Christian Standard Bible

1 Corinthians

15 Now brothers, I want to clarify for you the gospel I proclaimed to you; you received it and

have taken your stand on it. 2 You are also saved by it, if you hold to the message I 

proclaimed to you—unless you believed for no purpose. 3 For I passed on to you as most 

important what I also received:

that Christ died for our sins

according to the Scriptures,

4 that He was buried,

that He was raised on the third day

according to the Scriptures,

5 and that He appeared to Cephas,

then to the Twelve.

6 Then He appeared to over 500 brothers at one time;

most of them are still alive,

but some have fallen asleep.



7 Then He appeared to James,

then to all the apostles.

8 Last of all, as to one abnormally born,

He also appeared to me.

9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 

the church of God. 10 But by God’s grace I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not

ineffective. However, I worked more than any of them, yet not I, but God’s grace that was 

with me. 11 Therefore, whether it is I or they, so we proclaim and so you have believed.

Acts

34 Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really understand that God doesn’t show favoritism, 

35 but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to 

Him. 36 He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through

Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all. 37 You know the events that took place throughout Judea, 

beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John preached: 38 how God anointed Jesus of

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and 

healing all who were under the tyranny of the Devil, because God was with Him. 39 We 

ourselves are witnesses of everything He did in both the Judean country and in Jerusalem, 

yet they killed Him by hanging Him on a tree. 40 God raised up this man on the third day 

and permitted Him to be seen, 41 not by all the people, but by us, witnesses appointed 

beforehand by God, who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 42 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to solemnly testify that He is the One appointed

by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about Him that 

through His name everyone who believes in Him will receive forgiveness of sins.” 

The Word of the Lord

Gospel: John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8 read from the both will be read from the 

International Children's Bible

John

20 Early on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb. It was still dark. 

Mary saw that the large stone had been moved away from the tomb. 2 So Mary ran to 



Simon Peter and the other follower (the one Jesus loved). Mary said, “They have taken the 

Lord out of the tomb. We don’t know where they have put him.”

3 So Peter and the other follower started for the tomb. 4 They were both running, but the 

other follower ran faster than Peter. So the other follower reached the tomb first. 5 He bent 

down and looked in. He saw the strips of linen cloth lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then 

following him came Simon Peter. He went into the tomb and saw the strips of linen lying 

there. 7 He also saw the cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up 

and laid in a different place from the strips of linen. 8 Then the other follower, who had 

reached the tomb first, also went in. He saw and believed. 9 (These followers did not yet 

understand from the Scriptures that Jesus must rise from death.)

10 Then the followers went back home. 11 But Mary stood outside the tomb, crying. While 

she was still crying, she bent down and looked inside the tomb. 12 She saw two angels 

dressed in white. They were sitting where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and one 

at the feet.

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

She answered, “They have taken away my Lord. I don’t know where they have put him.” 

14 When Mary said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there. But she did not 

know that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Whom are you looking for?”

Mary thought he was the gardener. So she said to him, “Did you take him away, sir? Tell me 

where you put him, and I will get him.”



16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

Mary turned toward Jesus and said in the Jewish language, “Rabboni.” (This means 

Teacher.)

17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold me. I have not yet gone up to the Father. But go to my 

brothers and tell them this: ‘I am going back to my Father and your Father. I am going back 

to my God and your God.’”

18 Mary Magdalene went and said to the followers, “I saw the Lord!” And she told them 

what Jesus had said to her.

Mark

16 The day after the Sabbath day, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought some sweet-smelling spices to put on Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on that day, 

the first day of the week, the women were on their way to the tomb. It was soon after 

sunrise. 3 They said to each other, “There is a large stone covering the entrance of the 

tomb. Who will move the stone for us?”

4 Then the women looked and saw that the stone was already moved. The stone was very 

large, but it was moved away from the entrance. 5 The women entered the tomb and saw a 

young man wearing a white robe. He was sitting on the right side, and the women were 

afraid.

6 But the man said, “Don’t be afraid. You are looking for Jesus from Nazareth, the one who 

was killed on a cross. He has risen from death. He is not here. Look, here is the place they 

laid him. 7 Now go and tell his followers and Peter, ‘Jesus is going into Galilee. He will be 

there before you. You will see him there as he told you before.’”



8 The women were confused and shaking with fear. They left the tomb and ran away. They 

did not tell anyone about what happened, because they were afraid.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On April 8 we celebrate the lives of William Augustus Muhlenberg, 

Priest, and Anne Ayres, Religious. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

William Augustus Muhlenberg was born in Philadelphia in 1796, into a prominent German 

Lutheran family, and was drawn to The Episcopal Church by its use of English. He 

deliberately chose to remain unmarried to free himself for a variety of ministries. He was 

deeply involved in the Sunday School movement, and was concerned that the Church 

should minister to all social groups. Aware of the limitations of the hymnody of his time, he 

wrote hymns and compiled hymnals, thus widening the range of music in Episcopal 

churches.

The use of music, flowers, and color, and the emphasis on the church year in worship, 

became a potent influence. In 1846, he founded the Church of the Holy Communion in New 

York City. Again, he was bold and innovative: free pews for everyone, a parish school, a 

parish unemployment fund, and trips to the country for poor city children. His conception of 

beauty in worship, vivid and symbolic, had at its heart the Holy Communion itself, 

celebrated every Sunday. Many of his principles are set forth in the Muhlenberg Memorial to

General Convention in 1853.

Anne Ayres was born in London, England, in 1816, and immigrated to New York in 1836. 

She began work as a tutor for the children of wealthy New Yorkers, but soon came under 

the influence of Muhlenberg. She took religious vows on November 1, 1845, and was the 

founder and First Sister of the Sisterhood of the Holy Communion, the first Anglican 

religious order for women in North America. The House of the Bishops of The Episcopal 

Church formally recognized the Sisterhood in 1852.

The companionship in ministry between Muhlenberg and Ayres led to the founding of St. 

Luke’s Hospital in the City of New York, where Ayres and her sisters looked after most of 



the patient care and nursing. They also cooperated in establishing St. Johnland on the north

shore of Long Island, an attempt to transplant families into an intentional Christian 

community far from the urban squalor of late nineteenth century New York City.

Muhlenberg and Ayres died in 1877 and 1896, respectively.

Let us pray: God of justice and truth, do not let your Church close its eyes to the plight of 

the poor and neglected, the homeless and destitute, the old and the sick, the lonely and 

those who have none to care for them. Give us that vision and compassion with which you 

so richly endowed William Augustus Muhlenberg and Anne Ayres, that we may labor 

tirelessly to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow into joy; 

through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen.


