
Second Sunday of Easter, April 11

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 

new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of 

Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 4:32-35 read from King James 21 Century Version Bible

32 And the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and of one soul; neither said 

any one of them that any of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had all 

things in common.

33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and great grace was upon them all.

34 Neither was there any among them that lacked, for as many as were possessors of 

lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold

35 and laid them down at the apostles’ feet. And distribution was made unto every man 

according as he had need.

Hear what the Spirit is telling God's people

Psalm 133 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * when brethren live together in unity!

2 It is like fine oil upon the head * that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * life for evermore.



Epistle: 1 John 1:1-2:2 read from The Lexham English Bible

1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, 

what we have looked at and our hands have touched, concerning the word of life— 2 and 

the life was revealed, and we have seen and testify and announce to you the eternal life 

which was with the Father and was revealed to us— 3 what we have seen and heard, we 

announce to you also, in order that you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write, in 

order that our joy may be complete.

5 And this is the message which we have heard from him and announce to you, that God is 

light and there is no darkness in him at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him and 

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.[a] 7 But if we walk in the light as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we do not have sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, so that he will forgive us 

our[b] sins and will cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not 

sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

2 My little children, I am writing these things to you in order that you may not sin. And if 

anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one, 2 and 

he[a] is the propitiation[b] for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 

whole world. 

Hear what the Spirit is telling God's people

Gospel: John 20:19-31 read from the Message

19-20 Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the Jews, had 

locked all the doors in the house. Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to 

you.” Then he showed them his hands and side.

20-21 The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were awestruck. Jesus 

repeated his greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the Father sent me, I send you.”



22-23 Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. “Receive the Holy Spirit,” he 

said. “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive sins, what 

are you going to do with them?”

24-25 But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. The other disciples told him, “We saw the Master.”

But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put my finger in the nail holes, and 

stick my hand in his side, I won’t believe it.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. This time Thomas was with them. 

Jesus came through the locked doors, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.”

27 Then he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your finger and examine my hands. 

Take your hand and stick it in my side. Don’t be unbelieving. Believe.”

28 Thomas said, “My Master! My God!”

29 Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes. Even better 

blessings are in store for those who believe without seeing.”

30-31 Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are written down in this book. 

These are written down so you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

in the act of believing, have real and eternal life in the way he personally revealed it.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On April 12 we celebrate the life of Adoniram Judson, Missionary to 

Burma. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Adoniram Judson is remembered as the first American missionary to devote his life and 

work to proclaiming the gospel in a distant land. He served as an American Baptist 

missionary to Burma, presently Myanmar, for nearly forty years.



Born into a devout Congregationalist family in Massachusetts, Judson demonstrated an 

unusual intellectual ability from an early age. A voracious reader and excellent student, he 

graduated first in his class at the College of Rhode Island, now Brown University, and 

further studied at Andover Theological School. Early on, he was drawn toward preparing for 

missionary work. Judson discovered a particular gift for languages that served him well 

throughout his missionary endeavors.

In 1811, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions appointed Judson a 

missionary to the East. Early in 1812, he married his beloved Ann, and together they set 

sail, stopping first in India before proceeding to Burma. Upon arrival in 1813, they immersed

themselves in three years of intensive study of the Burmese language. Burma was a difficult

context for mission work. It was some years before the first convert to Christianity and, by 

the early 1820’s, only a modest handful of people—about a dozen—claimed the Christian 

faith. It was during this time that Judson began his monumental work of translating the Bible

into Burmese and creating a Burmese grammar book that remains a standard reference 

work.

During the first war between Britain and Burma in the mid-1820’s, Judson was imprisoned 

and tortured, and his wife, Ann, though not imprisoned, suffered the indignities of being a 

Christian woman living under a decidedly anti-Christian regime.

It was only after the war and Judson’s imprisonment that the evangelical witness among the

Burmese began to take hold. Judson’s desire to call forth a hundred converts soon bore fruit

in more than a hundred congregations and thousands of converts. On Judson’s shoulders a

new generation of missionaries and local pastors led unbelievers to the gospel in record 

numbers and Burma became a stronghold of Christian witness in the East.

Judson died on April 12, 1850, on the coast of the Bay of Bengal.

Let us pray: Eternal God, we thank you for the ministry of Adoniram Judson, who out of 

love for you and your people translated the Scriptures into Burmese. Move us, inspired by 

his example, to support the presentation of your Good News in every language, for the glory



of Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.


