
Third Sunday of Easter, April 18

The Collect: O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the 

breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 

work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 3:12-19 read from the Modern English Version Bible

12 When Peter saw it, he answered the people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this 

man? Or why do you stare at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 

13 The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His Son 

Jesus, whom you handed over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided 

to release Him. 14 You denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be 

granted to you, 15 and you killed the Creator of Life, whom God has raised from the dead, 

of which we are witnesses. 16 And His name, by faith in His name, has made this man 

strong, whom you see and know. And faith which comes through Him has given him perfect 

health in your presence.

17 “Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what 

God foretold through all the prophets, that His Christ should suffer, He thus fulfilled. 

19 Therefore repent and be converted, that your sins may be wiped away, that times of 

refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 4 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; *

       you set me free when I am hard-pressed;

       have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

2 “You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *

       how long will you worship dumb idols

       and run after false gods?”



3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; *

       when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; *

       speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices *

       and put your trust in the Lord.

6 Many are saying, “Oh, that we might see better times!” *

       Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord.

7 You have put gladness in my heart, *

       more than when grain and wine and oil increase.

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *

       for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Epistle: 1 John 3:1-7 read from the New American Standard Bible

3 See how great a love the Father has given us, that we would be called children of God; 

and in fact we are. For this reason the world does not know us: because it did not know 

Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will 

be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as 

He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope set on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

4 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 5 You 

know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. 6 No one who

remains in Him sins continually; no one who sins continually has seen Him or knows Him. 

7 Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is 

righteous, just as He is righteous;

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 read from the New Century Version Bible

36 While the two followers were telling this, Jesus himself stood right in the middle of them 

and said, “Peace be with you.”



37 They were fearful and terrified and thought they were seeing a ghost. 38 But Jesus said, 

“Why are you troubled? Why do you doubt what you see? 39 Look at my hands and my 

feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have a living body as you 

see I have.”

40 After Jesus said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 While they still could not 

believe it because they were amazed and happy, Jesus said to them, “Do you have any 

food here?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish. 43 While the followers watched, Jesus

took the fish and ate it.

44 He said to them, “Remember when I was with you before? I said that everything written 

about me must happen—everything in the law of Moses, the books of the prophets, and the 

Psalms.”

45 Then Jesus opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to 

them, “It is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day 

47 and that a change of hearts and lives and forgiveness of sins would be preached in his 

name to all nations, starting at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On April 23rd we celebrate the life of Toyohiko Kagawa, Prophetic 

Witness in Japan. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Toyohiko Kagawa, born on July 10th, 1888, in Kobe, Japan, was a Japanese evangelist, 

advocate of social change, and pacifist.

Kagawa was the son of a wealthy Kobe Buddhist business entrepreneur-politician and his 

concubine, both of whom died when Kagawa was four years old. The youth was raised by 

Presbyterian missionaries and had a conversion experience at age fifteen. “O God, make 

me like Christ” he prayed repeatedly.

Kagawa studied at theological seminaries in Japan and at Princeton University and 



Princeton Theological Seminary, but was increasingly drawn to an evangelism of social 

reform, seeking to apply Christ’s teachings directly to Japan’s poor in a theologically 

uncomplicated way. He lived for much of the 1910 – 1924 period in a six-foot-square 

windowless shed in Kobe’s slums. A skilled organizer, he helped found trade unions and 

credit unions among dock workers, factory laborers, and subsistence farmers. Trade unions 

were forbidden at the time, and Kagawa was twice imprisoned. He was also a pacifist and 

organized the National Anti-War League in 1928. Kagawa was arrested in 1940 for publicly 

apologizing to the people of China for Japan’s invasion of that country. An advocate for 

universal male suffrage (granted in 1925), he later became a voice for women’s right to vote

as well.

A prolific author, his autobiographical novel Crossing the Death Line (1920) became a best 

seller, and many of his other novels and writings in a Christian Socialist vein were translated

into English. He used the revenues from his substantial book sales to fund his extensive 

slum work. Although Kagawa was under police surveillance much of his life, the Japanese 

government called on him to organize the rebuilding of Tokyo after a 1923 earthquake and 

again at the end of World War II to serve as head of the country’s social welfare programs.

Although some knew him best as a social reformer and pacifist, Kagawa saw himself first of 

all an evangelist. “Christ alone can make all things new,” he said, “The spirit of Christ must 

be the soul of all real social reconstruction.”

Kagawa died on April 23rd, 1960 in Tokyo.

Let us pray: We bless your Name, O God, for the witness of Toyohiko Kagawa, reformer 

and teacher, who was persecuted for his pacifist principles and went on to lead a movement

for democracy in Japan; and we pray that you would strengthen and protect all who suffer 

for their fidelity to Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.


