
Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 16

The Collect: O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 

Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone 

before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 

Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 read from the English Standard Version Bible 

Anglicized

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all 

about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 

spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those 

who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 

ministry.” 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 

went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 

was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 

resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called 

Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, 

show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and 

apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for

them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Psalm 1 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *

       nor lingered in the way of sinners,

       nor sat in the seats of the scornful!



2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *

       and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,

   bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *

       everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *

       they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *

       nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *

       but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Epistle: 1 John 5:9-13 read from God's Word Translation

9 We accept human testimony. God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony that 

he has given about his Son. 10 Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony of 

God in them. Those who don’t believe God have made God a liar. They haven’t believed the

testimony that God has given about his Son.

11 This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is found in his Son. 

12 The person who has the Son has this life. The person who doesn’t have the Son of God 

doesn’t have this life.

13 I’ve written this to those who believe in the Son of God so that they will know that they 

have eternal life.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 17:6-19 Holman Christian Standard Bible

6 I have revealed Your name

to the men You gave Me from the world.

They were Yours, You gave them to Me,

and they have kept Your word.



7 Now they know that all things

You have given to Me are from You,

8 because the words that You gave Me,

I have given them.

They have received them

and have known for certain

that I came from You.

They have believed that You sent Me.

9 I pray for them.

I am not praying for the world

but for those You have given Me,

because they are Yours.

10 Everything I have is Yours,

and everything You have is Mine,

and I have been glorified in them.

11 I am no longer in the world,

but they are in the world,

and I am coming to You.

Holy Father,

protect them by Your name

that You have given Me,

so that they may be one as We are one.

12 While I was with them,

I was protecting them by Your name

that You have given Me.

I guarded them and not one of them is lost,

except the son of destruction,

so that the Scripture may be fulfilled.

13 Now I am coming to You,

and I speak these things in the world

so that they may have My joy completed in them.

14 I have given them Your word.



The world hated them

because they are not of the world,

as I am not of the world.

15 I am not praying

that You take them out of the world

but that You protect them from the evil one.

16 They are not of the world,

as I am not of the world.

17 Sanctify them by the truth;

Your word is truth.

18 As You sent Me into the world,

I also have sent them into the world.

19 I sanctify Myself for them,

so they also may be sanctified by the truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On May 20 we celebrate the life of Alcuin Deacon, and Abbot of 

Tours. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Alcuin was born about 730 near York, into a noble family related to Willibrord, the first 

missionary to the Netherlands. He was educated at the cathedral school in York under 

Archbishop Egbert, a pupil of Bede. He thus inherited the best traditions of learning and 

zeal of the early English Church. After ordination as a deacon in 770, he became head of 

the York school. Following a meeting in 781 with the Emperor Charlemagne in Pavia (Italy), 

he was persuaded to become the Emperor’s “prime minister,” with special responsibility for 

the revival of education and learning in the Frankish dominions.

Alcuin was named Abbot of Tours in 796, where he died on May 19, 804, and was buried in 

the church of St. Martin.

Alcuin was a man of vast learning, personal charm, and integrity of character. In his 

direction of Charlemagne’s Palace School at Aachen, he was chiefly responsible for the 



preservation of the classical heritage of western civilization. Schools were revived in 

cathedrals and monasteries, and manuscripts of both pagan and Christian writings of 

antiquity were collated and copied.

Under the authority of Charlemagne, the liturgy was reformed, and service books gathered 

from Rome were edited and adapted. To this work we owe the preservation of many of the 

Collects that have come down to us, including the Collect for Purity at the beginning of the 

Holy Eucharist.

Let us pray: Almighty God, who raised up your servant Alcuin as a beacon of learning: 

Shine, we pray, in our hearts, that in our generation we may show forth your praise, who 

called us out of darkness into your marvelous light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


