
First Sunday after Pentecost, Trinity Sunday May 30

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by 

the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 

power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and 

worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 6:1-8 read from The Message

6 1-8 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Master sitting on a throne—high, exalted!

—and the train of his robes filled the Temple. Angel-seraphs hovered above him, each with 

six wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two their feet, and with two they 

flew. And they called back and forth one to the other,

    Holy, Holy, Holy is GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies.

    His bright glory fills the whole earth.

The foundations trembled at the sound of the angel voices, and then the whole house filled 

with smoke. I said,

“Doom! It’s Doomsday!

    I’m as good as dead!

Every word I’ve ever spoken is tainted—

    blasphemous even!

And the people I live with talk the same way,

    using words that corrupt and desecrate.

And here I’ve looked God in the face!

    The King! GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!”

Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to me. He held a live coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. He touched my mouth with the coal and said,

“Look. This coal has touched your lips.

    Gone your guilt,



    your sins wiped out.”

And then I heard the voice of the Master:

    “Whom shall I send?

    Who will go for us?”

I spoke up,

    “I’ll go.

    Send me!”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 29 or Canticle 13 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

Psalm 29

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *

       ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *

       worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;

   the God of glory thunders; *

       the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *

       the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *

       the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *

       and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;

   the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *

       the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *



       and strips the forests bare.

9 And in the temple of the Lord *

       all are crying, “Glory!”

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *

       the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *

       the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Canticle 13

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *

       you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *

       we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *

       on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *

       we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *

       in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *

       we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Epistle: Romans 8:12-17 the Modern English Version Bible

12 Therefore, brothers, we are debtors not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For 

if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if through the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. 15 For you have 



not received the spirit of slavery again to fear. But you have received the Spirit of adoption, 

by whom we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirits that we

are the children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint-heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified with Him.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 3:1-17 read from the New American Standard Bible

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 2 this 

man came to Jesus at night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from 

God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 

3 Jesus responded and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless someone is born again 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus *said to Him, “How can a person be born when he is old? He cannot enter his 

mother’s womb a second time and be born, can he?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6 That which has been born of the flesh is flesh, and that which has been born of the Spirit 

is spirit. 7 Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 

where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it is coming from 

and where it is going; so is everyone who has been born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus responded and said to Him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 

and said to him, “You are the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, 

and you people do not accept our testimony. 12 If I told you earthly things and you do not 

believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into 

heaven, except He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 so that 

everyone who believes will have eternal life in Him.



16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world 

to judge the world, but so that the world might be saved through Him. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 7 we celebrate The Pioneers of the Episcopal Anglican 

Church of Brazil. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

The presence of Anglicans in Brazil is first recorded in the early nineteenth century and took

the form of chaplaincies for English expatriates. It was not, however, until 1890 when 

missionary efforts among the Brazilian people began under the care of two Episcopal 

Church missionaries, Lucien Lee Kinsolving and James Watson Morris. They held the first 

service on Trinity Sunday 1890 in Porto Alegre. Within a year, three additional missionaries

—William Cabell Brown, John Gaw Meem, and Mary Packard—arrived and joined the work.

These five missionaries are the pioneers and considered the founders of the Episcopal 

Anglican Church of Brazil.

In 1899, Kinsolving was made missionary bishop for the work in Brazil by the House of 

Bishops of The Episcopal Church, and in 1907 the missionary district of Brazil was 

established by The General Convention. The number of parishes and institutions continued 

to increase. The bishops were raised up from among Episcopal Church missionaries who 

were serving in the missionary district. Fifty years after the work first began, in 1940, the 

first native Brazilian was elected to the episcopate, Athalicio Theodoro Pithan.

By 1950, the work had increased to the point that the missionary district was too large and it

was divided into three dioceses. This set the stage for the continued development of the 

Church in Brazil, which eventually led to the formation of the Episcopal Anglican Church of 

Brazil as an autonomous Province of the Anglican Communion in 1965. Complete financial 

independence from The Episcopal Church was completed by 1982, although the two 

churches continue to have strong bonds of affection and united mission efforts through 



companion diocese relationships and coordination at the church-wide level.

Let us pray: O God, who sent your Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to 

those who are near: We bless you for those who joined together to establish the Episcopal 

Anglican Church of Brazil; and we pray that we, like them, may be ready to preach Christ 

crucified and risen, and to encourage and support those who pioneer new missions in him; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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