
Third Sunday after Pentecost, June 13

The Collect: Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that

through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with 

compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1

Old Testament: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 read from the New Revised Standard Version 

Bible

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 

35 Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. 

And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel.

16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How 

can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and 

say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 

what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did 

what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 

him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 

sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 

sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 

before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 

height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see;

they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called 

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this 

one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen 

this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,



“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 

And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel 

said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent

and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The 

Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily 

upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 20 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, *

       the Name of the God of Jacob defend you;

2 Send you help from his holy place *

       and strengthen you out of Zion;

3 Remember all your offerings *

       and accept your burnt sacrifice;

4 Grant you your heart’s desire *

       and prosper all your plans.

5 We will shout for joy at your victory

   and triumph in the Name of our God; *

       may the Lord grant all your requests.

6 Now I know that the Lord gives victory to his anointed; *

       he will answer him out of his holy heaven,

       with the victorious strength of his right hand.

7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, *

       but we will call upon the Name of the Lord our God.

8 They collapse and fall down, *

       but we will arise and stand upright.

9 O Lord, give victory to the king *

       and answer us when we call.



Track 2 Old Testament: Ezekiel 17:22-24 read from the New Revised Standard Version

Bible

22 Thus says the Lord GOD:

I myself will take a sprig

    from the lofty top of a cedar;

    I will set it out.

I will break off a tender one

    from the topmost of its young twigs;

I myself will plant it

    on a high and lofty mountain.

23 On the mountain height of Israel

    I will plant it,

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,

    and become a noble cedar.

Under it every kind of bird will live;

    in the shade of its branches will nest

    winged creatures of every kind.

24 All the trees of the field shall know

    that I am the Lord.

I bring low the high tree,

    I make high the low tree;

I dry up the green tree

    and make the dry tree flourish.

I the Lord have spoken;

    I will accomplish it.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 92:1-4,11-14 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, *

       and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;

2 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning *

       and of your faithfulness in the night season;



3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, *

       and to the melody of the harp.

4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; *

       and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, *

       and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.

12 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord *

       shall flourish in the courts of our God;

13 They shall still bear fruit in old age; *

       they shall be green and succulent;

14 That they may show how upright the Lord is, *

       my Rock, in whom there is no fault.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10,(11-13),14-17 New Revised Standard Version Anglicized 

22 Thus says the Lord God:

I myself will take a sprig

    from the lofty top of a cedar;

    I will set it out.

I will break off a tender one

    from the topmost of its young twigs;

I myself will plant it

    on a high and lofty mountain.

23 On the mountain height of Israel

    I will plant it,

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,

    and become a noble cedar.

Under it every kind of bird will live;

    in the shade of its branches will nest

    winged creatures of every kind.

24 All the trees of the field shall know

    that I am the Lord.



I bring low the high tree,

    I make high the low tree;

I dry up the green tree

    and make the dry tree flourish.

I the Lord have spoken;

    I will accomplish it.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 World English Bible

26 He said, “God’s Kingdom is as if a man should cast seed on the earth, 27  and should 

sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should spring up and grow, though he doesn’t 

know how. 28  For the earth bears fruit by itself: first the blade, then the ear, then the full 

grain in the ear. 29  But when the fruit is ripe, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the

harvest has come.” 

30 He said, “How will we liken God’s Kingdom? Or with what parable will we illustrate it? 31 

It’s like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, though it is less than all

the seeds that are on the earth, 32  yet when it is sown, grows up and becomes greater 

than all the herbs, and puts out great branches, so that the birds of the sky can lodge under 

its shadow.” 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 

34 Without a parable he didn’t speak to them; but privately to his own disciples he explained

everything. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 13 we celebrate the life of Gilbert Keith Chesterton, 

Apologist and Writer. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Born on May 29, 1874, Gilbert Keith Chesterton was one of the intellectual giants of his day,

and was known for his writing that spanned fields as diverse as literary criticism, fiction and 



fantasy, satire, and Christian apologetics. Chesterton often blended elements of such 

genres together, as indicated in his famous novel The Man Who Was Thursday, which 

combines a mystery plot with Christian imagery and symbolism. His work in the field of 

literary criticism was immensely influential in his day, and his book-length study of Charles 

Dickens can be credited with bringing that author’s work back to the forefront of scholarly 

study.

As a young man, Chesterton had been fascinated with spiritualism and the occult, but his 

faith grew stronger over the years, as he devoted himself to the defense of what he called 

“orthodoxy,” which was for him, among other things, an acknowledgement of the mystery 

and paradox of Christian faith in an age of increasing skepticism. His spiritual journey 

toward the ancient faith of the Church culminated in his conversion to the Roman Catholic 

Church in 1922.

In works such as Orthodoxy and The Everlasting Man, Chesterton defended Christian faith 

with a unique blend of wit and religious fervor, while simultaneously satirizing the prevailing 

viewpoints of the day that often sought to dismiss faith as irrational and unnecessary. The 

latter work was particularly important to C.S. Lewis, who called it “the best apologetic work I 

know.” Today, Chesterton is still known and loved for his sharp wit, his intellectual tenacity, 

and his refusal to resolve the ambiguities of Christian faith in favor of facile and passing 

conceptions of truth. His work has influenced intellectual figures as diverse as Ernest 

Hemingway and Dorothy L. Sayers, and he is a figure beloved of Protestants and Catholics 

alike.

Chesterton died at Beaconsfield in England on June 14, 1936.

Let us pray: O God of earth and altar, you gave G. K. Chesterton a ready tongue and pen 

and inspired him to use them in your service: Mercifully grant that we may be inspired to 

witness cheerfully to the hope that is in us; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


