
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 11

The Collect: O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and 

grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have 

grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 read from the Lexham English Bible

6 David again gathered all the chosen men in Israel, thirty thousand. 2 David got up and 

went and all the people who were with him, from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark 

of God which is called the name, the name of Yahweh of hosts, upon which the cherubim 

sit. 3 They loaded the ark of God on a new utility cart, and they carried it from the house of 

Abinadab, which was on the hill. Now Uzza and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving 

the new utility cart along. 4 So they brought it out from the house of Abinadab, which was on

the hill with the ark of God, and Ahio was going before the ark. 5 Now David and all the 

house of Israel were dancing before Yahweh, with all kinds of musical instruments made 

from ash trees, and with zithers, harps, tambourines, sistrums, and cymbals. 

12b So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the city 

of David with jubilation. 13 It happened that when the carriers of the ark of Yahweh had 

marched six steps that he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 Now David was dancing with all 

his might before Yahweh, and David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the 

house of Israel were bringing up the ark of Yahweh with shouts of joyful acclaim and with 

the sound of the trumpet. 16 It happened that when the ark of Yahweh came into the city of 

David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked down through the window and saw King David 

leaping and dancing before Yahweh, and she despised him in her heart.

17 They brought the ark of Yahweh and set it in its place in the middle of the tent which 

David had pitched for it. Then David offered up burnt offerings and fellowship offerings in 

the presence of Yahweh. 18 When David had finished from the sacrificing of the burnt 

offerings and the fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of Yahweh of 

hosts. 19 Then he distributed to all the people, to all the multitude of Israel, from man to 



woman, to each: one ring-shaped piece of bread, one cake of dates, and one cake of 

raisins; and all the people went each to his house.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 24 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, *

       the world and all who dwell therein.

2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas *

       and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.

3 “Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? ” *

       and who can stand in his holy place?”

4 “Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, *

       who have not pledged themselves to falsehood,

       nor sworn by what is a fraud.

5 They shall receive a blessing from the Lord *

       and a just reward from the God of their salvation.”

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, *

       of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob.

7 Lift up your heads, O gates;

   lift them high, O everlasting doors; *

       and the King of glory shall come in.

8 “Who is this King of glory?” *

      “The Lord, strong and mighty,

       the Lord, mighty in battle.”

9 Lift up your heads, O gates;

   lift them high, O everlasting doors; *

       and the King of glory shall come in.

10 “Who is he, this King of glory?”

      “The Lord of hosts,

       he is the King of glory.”



Track 2 Old Testament: Amos 7:7-15 read from the Lexham English Bible

7 This is what he showed me: Behold, my Lord was standing beside a wall built with a 

plummet, and a plummet was in his hand. 8 And Yahweh said to me, “What do you see?” 

And I said, “A plummet.” And my Lord said, “Look, I am going to set a plummet in the midst 

of my people, Israel. I will not pass them by again. 9 The high places of Isaac shall become 

desolate and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste. And I will rise against the house 

of Jeroboam with the sword.”

10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam the king of Israel, saying, “Amos 

has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to endure 

all of his words. 11 For this Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam will die by the sword and Israel will 

certainly go into exile away from his land.’” 12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee 

to the land of Judah and earn food there and prophesy there!” 13 But do not prophesy again

at Bethel, because this is a sanctuary of a king and this is a temple of a kingdom.” 14 And 

Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I am not a prophet and I am not a son of a prophet, 

but I am a herdsman and I am one taking care of sycamore trees. 15 And Yahweh took me 

from following behind the sheep and goats and Yahweh said to me, “Go, prophesy to my 

people Israel!

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 85:8-13 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *

       for he is speaking peace to his faithful people

       and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *

       that his glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *

       righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *

       and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *



       and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him, *

       and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

The Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-14 read from the Message

3-6 How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He’s the Father of our Master, Jesus 

Christ, and takes us to the high places of blessing in him. Long before he laid down earth’s 

foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be made whole

and holy by his love. Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family through Jesus 

Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to enter into the celebration 

of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his beloved Son.

7-10 Because of the sacrifice of the Messiah, his blood poured out on the altar of the Cross,

we’re a free people—free of penalties and punishments chalked up by all our misdeeds. 

And not just barely free, either. Abundantly free! He thought of everything, provided for 

everything we could possibly need, letting us in on the plans he took such delight in making.

He set it all out before us in Christ, a long-range plan in which everything would be brought 

together and summed up in him, everything in deepest heaven, everything on planet earth.

11-12 It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we 

first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for 

glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone.

13-14 It’s in Christ that you, once you heard the truth and believed it (this Message of your 

salvation), found yourselves home free—signed, sealed, and delivered by the Holy Spirit. 

This down payment from God is the first installment on what’s coming, a reminder that we’ll 

get everything God has planned for us, a praising and glorious life.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



The Gospel: Mark 6:14-29 read from the Modern English Version Bible

14 King Herod heard of Him, for His name was spread publicly. He said, “John the Baptist 

has been raised from the dead, and therefore these miracles are at work in him.”

15 But others said, “He is Elijah.”

And yet others said, “He is the Prophet, or like one of the prophets.”

16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “It is John, whom I beheaded. He has been raised 

from the dead!”

17 Herod had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 

brother Philip’s wife, for he had married her. 18 For John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for 

you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 So Herodias had a grudge against him and would have 

killed him, but she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous 

and holy man, and protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, but heard 

him gladly.

21 But a convenient day came when Herod on his birthday prepared a ceremonial dinner for

his lords and commanding officers and leading men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of 

Herodias came in and danced and pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the king said

to the girl, “Ask of me whatever you desire, and I will give it to you.” 23 And he swore to her,

“Whatever you ask of me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.”

24 She went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?”

She said, “The head of John the Baptist.”

25 She came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, “I want you to give me the 

head of John the Baptist on a platter at once.”

26 The king was extremely sorrowful. Yet for the sake of his oath and those who sat with 



him, he would not reject her. 27 So the king immediately sent an executioner and 

commanded his head to be brought. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 and 

brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. And the girl gave it to her mother. 

29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse and laid it in a tomb.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 12 we celebrate the life of Nathan Söderblom, Archbishop of 

Uppsala and Ecumenist. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Nathan Soderblom, Archbishop of Uppsala, is regarded as one of the founders of the 

modern ecumenical movement. Born at Trono in Sweden on January 15, 1866, Soderblom 

attended the University of Uppsala and was ordained a priest in the (Lutheran) Church of 

Sweden in 1893. From 1894-1901, he served as Pastor of the Swedish Lutheran 

community in Paris, during which time he took his doctorate in theology at the Sorbonne. He

returned to Uppsala in 1902 to teach and lead the School of Theology at the university. He 

was a highly respected scholar and teacher, a prolific writer, and an early proponent of the 

study of comparative religions.

To the surprise and dismay of many, he was appointed Archbishop of Uppsala in 1914. It 

had been centuries since the senior bishops of the Swedish Church had been passed over 

for the appointment, and this was particularly notable since Soderblom was not a bishop. 

He served as Archbishop of Uppsala until his death in Uppsala on July 12, 1931.

Soderblom took a great interest in the early liturgical renewal movement among Roman 

Catholics, Anglicans, and Lutherans. This coincided with his deep commitment to the unity 

of the churches of Christ and his passion for ecumenical advancement. In 1925 he invited 

Episcopalian/Anglican, Reformed, Lutheran, and Orthodox leaders to Stockholm, and 

together they formed the Universal Christian Council on Life and Work. Soderblom worked 

closely with Charles Henry Brent at the First Conference on Faith and Order that Brent 

organized in 1927 in Lausanne, Switzerland. Because of his effort and his tireless advocacy

of Christian unity, Soderblom is numbered among the ecumenists whose efforts led 

eventually to the formation of the World Council of Churches in 1948. It was Soderblom’s 



advocacy for church unity as a means toward world peace that earned him the Nobel Peace

Prize in 1930.

Archbishop Soderblom saw a profound connection between liturgical worship, personal 

prayer, and social justice. A rich cohesion of these elements was, in his mind, the foundation

of a Christian commitment well lived.

Soderblom died in Uppsala, Sweden, in 1931.

Let us pray: Almighty God, we bless your Name for the life and work of Nathan Soderblom,

Archbishop of Uppsala, who helped to inspire the modern liturgical revival and worked 

tirelessly for cooperation among Christians. Inspire us by his example, that we may ever 

strive for the renewal of your Church in life and worship, for the glory of your Name; who 

with Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.


