
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, August 15

The Collect: Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, 

and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his 

redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 read from the English Standard 

Version Bible Anglicized

10 Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 11 And the time 

that David reigned over Israel was forty years. He reigned for seven years in Hebron and for

thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat on the throne of David his father, and his

kingdom was firmly established.

3 Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father, only he sacrificed and 

made offerings at the high places. 4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that 

was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 

shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 

servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, 

and in uprightness of heart towards you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast 

love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you 

have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do

not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your people whom 

you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give

your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern 

between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because you 

have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your 

enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I 



now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none

like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what

you have not asked, both riches and honour, so that no other king shall compare with you, 

all your days. 14 And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 

commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 111 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

   I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, *

       in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! *

       they are studied by all who delight in them.

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, *

       and his righteousness endures for ever.

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *

       the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.

5 He gives food to those who fear him; *

       he is ever mindful of his covenant.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works *

       in giving them the lands of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *

       all his commandments are sure.

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, *

       because they are done in truth and equity.

9 He sent redemption to his people;

   he commanded his covenant for ever; *

       holy and awesome is his Name.

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; *

       those who act accordingly have a good understanding;

       his praise endures for ever.



Track 2 Proverbs 9:1-6  read from the English Standard Version Bible Anglicized

Wisdom has built her house;

    she has hewn her seven pillars.

2 She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine;

    she has also set her table.

3 She has sent out her young women to call

    from the highest places in the town,

4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”

    To him who lacks sense she says,

5 “Come, eat of my bread

    and drink of the wine I have mixed.

6 Leave your simple ways, and live,

    and walk in the way of insight.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 34:9-14 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * 

       for those who fear him lack nothing.

10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * 

       but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.

11 Come, children, and listen to me; * 

       I will teach you the fear of the Lord.

12 Who among you loves life * 

       and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?

13 Keep your tongue from evil-speaking * 

       and your lips from lying words.

14 Turn from evil and do good; * 

       seek peace and pursue it.



The Epistle: Ephesians 5:15-20 read from the Gods Word Translation

15 So then, be very careful how you live. Don’t live like foolish people but like wise people. 

16 Make the most of your opportunities because these are evil days. 17 So don’t be foolish, 

but understand what the Lord wants. 18 Don’t get drunk on wine, which leads to wild living. 

Instead, be filled with the Spirit  19 by reciting psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs for your 

own good. Sing and make music to the Lord with your hearts. 20 Always thank God the 

Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

The Gospel John 6: 51 – 58 read from the Holman Christian Standard Bible

51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will 

live forever. The bread that I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.”

52 At that, the Jews argued among themselves, “How can this man give us His flesh to 

eat?”

53 So Jesus said to them, “I assure you: Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 

drink His blood, you do not have life in yourselves. 54 Anyone who eats My flesh and drinks

My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day, 55 because My flesh is real 

food and My blood is real drink. 56 The one who eats My flesh and drinks My blood lives in 

Me, and I in him. 57 Just as the living Father sent Me and I live because of the Father, so 

the one who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread that came down from

heaven; it is not like the manna your fathers ate—and they died. The one who eats this 

bread will live forever.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 18 we celebrate the life of William Porcher DuBose, Priest.

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

William Porcher DuBose, probably the most original and creative thinker the American 

Episcopal Church has ever produced, spent most of his life as a professor at The University

of the South, in Sewanee, Tennessee. He was not widely traveled, and not widely known, 

until, at the age of 56, he published the first of several books on theology that made him 



respected, not only in his own country, but also in England and France.

DuBose was born in 1836 in South Carolina, into a wealthy and cultured Huguenot family. 

At the University of Virginia, he acquired a fluent knowledge of Greek and other languages, 

which helped him lay the foundation for a profound understanding of the New Testament. 

His theological studies were begun at the Episcopal seminary in Camden, South Carolina. 

He was ordained in 1861, and became an officer and chaplain in the Confederate Army.

Doctrine and life were always in close conversation for DuBose. In a series of books he 

probed the inner meaning of the Gospels, the Epistles of Paul, and the Epistle to the 

Hebrews. He treated life and doctrine as a dramatic dialogue, fusing the best of 

contemporary thought and criticism with his own strong inner faith. The result was both a 

personal and scriptural catholic theology. He reflected, as he acknowledged, the great 

religious movements of the nineteenth century: the Tractarianism of Oxford; the liberalism of

F.D. Maurice; the scholarship of the Germans; and the evangelical spirit that was so 

pervasive at the time.

The richness and complexity of DuBose’s thought are not easily captured in a few words, 

but the following passage, written shortly before his death in 1918, is a characteristic 

sample of his theology: “God has placed forever before our eyes, not the image but the Very

Person of the Spiritual Man. We have not to ascend into Heaven to bring Him down, nor to 

descend into the abyss to bring Him up, for He is with us, and near us, and in us. We have 

only to confess with our mouths that He is Lord, and believe in our hearts that God has 

raised Him from the dead—and raised us in Him—and we shall live.”

Let us pray: Almighty God, you gave to your servant William Porcher DuBose special gifts 

of grace to understand the Scriptures and to teach the truth as it is in Christ Jesus: Grant 

that by this teaching we may know you, the one true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have

sent; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


