
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, Sept 19

The Collect: Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 

heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold 

fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament Proverbs 31:10-31 read from The Easy to Read Version Bible

10  How hard it is to find the perfect wife.

    She is worth far more than jewels.

11 Her husband depends on her.

    He will never be poor.

12 She does good for her husband all her life.

    She never causes him trouble.

13 She is always gathering wool and flax

    and enjoys making things with her hands.

14 She is like a ship from a faraway place.

    She brings home food from everywhere.

15 She wakes up early in the morning,

    cooks food for her family, and gives the servants their share.

16 She looks at land and buys it.

    She uses the money she has earned and plants a vineyard.

17 She works very hard.

    She is strong and able to do all her work.

18 She works late into the night

    to make sure her business earns a profit.

19 She makes her own thread

    and weaves her own cloth.

20 She always gives to the poor

    and helps those who need it.

21 She does not worry about her family when it snows.



    She has given them all good, warm clothes.

22 She makes sheets and spreads for the beds,

    and she wears clothes of fine linen.

23 Her husband is a respected member of the city council,

    where he meets with the other leaders.

24 She makes clothes and belts

    and sells them to the merchants.

25 She is a strong person, and people respect her.

    She looks to the future with confidence.

26 She speaks with wisdom

    and teaches others to be loving and kind.

27 She oversees the care of her house.

    She is never lazy.

28 Her children say good things about her.

    Her husband brags about her and says,

29 “There are many good women,

    but you are the best.”

30 Grace and beauty can fool you,

    but a woman who respects the Lord should be praised.

31 Give her the reward she deserves.

    Praise her in public for what she has done.

Here what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: 1 The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *

       nor lingered in the way of sinners,

       nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *

       and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,

   bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *



       everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *

       they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *

       nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *

       but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Track 2 Old Testament Wisdom of Solomon 1:16-2:1, 12-22 read from The New 

Revised Standard Bible  or Jeremiah 11:18-20 read from The Easy to Read Version 

Bible

Wisdom of Solomon

16 But the ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death;

considering him a friend, they pined away

and made a covenant with him,

because they are fit to belong to his company.

2:1 For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves,

“Short and sorrowful is our life,

and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end,

and no one has been known to return from Hades.

12 “Let us lie in wait for the righteous man,

because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our actions;

he reproaches us for sins against the law,

and accuses us of sins against our training.

13 He professes to have knowledge of God,

and calls himself a child of the Lord.

14 He became to us a reproof of our thoughts;

15 the very sight of him is a burden to us,

because his manner of life is unlike that of others,



and his ways are strange.

16 We are considered by him as something base,

and he avoids our ways as unclean;

he calls the last end of the righteous happy,

and boasts that God is his father.

17 Let us see if his words are true,

and let us test what will happen at the end of his life;

18 for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him,

and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries.

19 Let us test him with insult and torture,

so that we may find out how gentle he is,

and make trial of his forbearance.

20 Let us condemn him to a shameful death,

for, according to what he says, he will be protected.”

21 Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray,

for their wickedness blinded them,

22 and they did not know the secret purposes of God,

nor hoped for the wages of holiness,

nor discerned the prize for blameless souls;

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Alternate Jeremiah 11:18-20 read from The Easy to Read Version Bible

18 The Lord showed me that the men of Anathoth were making plans against me. He 

showed me what they were doing, so I knew they were against me. 19 Before he showed 

me this, I was like a gentle lamb waiting to be butchered. I did not understand that they 

were against me. They were saying this about me: “Let us destroy the tree and its fruit! Let 

us kill him! Then people will forget him.” 20 So I prayed, “Lord All-Powerful, you are a fair 

judge. You know how to test people’s hearts and minds. I will tell you my arguments, and I 

will let you give them the punishment they deserve.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Track 2 Psalm 54 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Save me, O God, by your Name; *

       in your might, defend my cause.

2 Hear my prayer, O God; *

       give ear to the words of my mouth.

3 For the arrogant have risen up against me,

   and the ruthless have sought my life, *

       those who have no regard for God.

4 Behold, God is my helper; *

       it is the Lord who sustains my life.

5 Render evil to those who spy on me; *

       in your faithfulness, destroy them.

6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice *

       and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.

7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, *

       and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.

The Epistle James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a  read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good life let him show his works in 

the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. 15 This wisdom is not such as comes down 

from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition 

exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first 

pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

uncertainty or insincerity. 18 And the harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those 

who make peace.

What causes wars, and what causes fightings among you? Is it not your passions that are 

at war in your members? 2 You desire and do not have; so you kill. And you covet and 

cannot obtain; so you fight and wage war. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You 

ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 



7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw 

near to God and he will draw near to you. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

The Gospel Mark 9:30-37 read from the Amplified Bible

30 They went on from there and began to go through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to 

know it, 31 because He was teaching His disciples [and preparing them for the future]. He 

told them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed and handed over to men [who are His 

enemies], and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise [from the dead] 

three days later.” 32 But they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask 

Him [what He meant].

33 They arrived at Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He asked them, “What 

were you discussing and arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet, because on 

the road they had discussed and debated with one another which one [of them] was the 

greatest. 35 Sitting down [to teach], He called the twelve [disciples] and said to them, “If 

anyone wants to be first, he must be last of all [in importance] and a servant of all.” 

36 Taking a child, He set him before them; and taking him in His arms, He said to them, 

37 “Whoever receives and welcomes one child such as this in My name receives Me; and 

whoever receives Me receives not [only] Me, but Him who sent Me.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On September 24 we celebrate the life of Anna Ellison Butler 

Alexander. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

The first African American deaconess in The Episcopal Church, teacher and minister in 

southern Georgia, Anna Ellison Butler Alexander was born to recently emancipated slaves 

on Butler Plantation in MacIntosh County, Georgia, in 1865. She was the first African 

American set aside as a deaconess in The Episcopal Church in 1907. She founded Good 

Shepherd Church in rural Glynn County’s Pennick community, where she taught children to 

read—by tradition, from the Book of Common Prayer and the Bible—in a one-room 



schoolhouse. The school was later expanded to two rooms with a loft where Anna lived. 

She ministered in Pennick for 53 years, leaving a legacy of love and devotion still felt in 

Glynn County.

Deaconess Alexander served in difficult times, however. The Diocese of Georgia 

segregated her congregations in 1907 and African American congregations were not invited 

to another diocesan convention until 1947. Similarly, it was only in 1970 that the General 

Convention officially recognized deaconesses as being in deacon’s orders. However, her 

witness—wearing the distinctive dress of a deaconess, traveling by foot from Brunswick 

through Darien to Pennick, showing care and love for all whom she met—represents the 

best in Christian witness.

Let us pray: O God, you called Anna Alexander as a deaconess in your Church and sent 

her as teacher and evangelist to the people of Georgia: Grant us the humility to go 

wherever you send and the wisdom to teach the word of Christ to whomever we meet, that 

all may come to the enlightenment which you intend for your people; through Jesus Christ, 

our Teacher and Savior. Amen.


