
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 26

The Collect: O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 

Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become 

partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 read from the Christian Standard 

Bible

7 The king and Haman came to feast with Esther the queen. 2 Once again, on the second 

day while drinking wine, the king asked Esther, “Queen Esther, whatever you ask will be 

given to you. Whatever you seek, even to half the kingdom, will be done.”

3 Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if the king is 

pleased, spare my life; this is my request. And spare my people; this is my desire. 4 For my 

people and I have been sold to destruction, death, and annihilation. If we had merely been 

sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. Indeed, the trouble wouldn’t be 

worth burdening the king.”

5 King Ahasuerus spoke up and asked Queen Esther, “Who is this, and where is the one 

who would devise such a scheme?” 

6 Esther answered, “The adversary and enemy is this evil Haman.”

9 Harbona, one of the king’s eunuchs, said, “There is a gallows seventy-five feet tall at 

Haman’s house that he made for Mordecai, who gave the report that saved the king.”

The king said, “Hang him on it.”

10 They hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king’s 

anger subsided.



20 Mordecai recorded these events and sent letters to all the Jews in all of King 

Ahasuerus’s provinces, both near and far. 21 He ordered them to celebrate the fourteenth 

and fifteenth days of the month of Adar every year 22 because during those days the Jews 

gained relief from their enemies. That was the month when their sorrow was turned into 

rejoicing and their mourning into a holiday. They were to be days of feasting, rejoicing, and 

of sending gifts to one another and to the poor.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 124 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, *

       let Israel now say;

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, *

       when enemies rose up against us;

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *

       in their fierce anger toward us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *

       and the torrent gone over us;

5 Then would the raging waters *

       have gone right over us.

6 Blessed be the Lord! *

       he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *

       the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, *

       the maker of heaven and earth.

Track 2 Old Testament: Numbers 11:4-6,10-16,24-29 read from the Christian Standard 

Bible

4 The riffraff among them had a strong craving for other food. The Israelites wept again and 

said, “Who will feed us meat? 5 We remember the free fish we ate in Egypt, along with the 

cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic. 6 But now our appetite is gone; there’s 



nothing to look at but this manna!”

10 Moses heard the people, family after family, weeping at the entrance of their tents. The 

Lord was very angry; Moses was also provoked. 11 So Moses asked the Lord, “Why have 

you brought such trouble on your servant? Why are you angry with me, and why do you 

burden me with all these people? 12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth 

so you should tell me, ‘Carry them at your breast, as a nursing mother carries a baby,’ to the

land that you swore to give their ancestors? 13 Where can I get meat to give all these 

people? For they are weeping to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I can’t carry all these people 

by myself. They are too much for me. 15 If you are going to treat me like this, please kill me 

right now if I have found favor with you, and don’t let me see my misery anymore.”

16 The Lord answered Moses, “Bring me seventy men from Israel known to you as elders 

and officers of the people. Take them to the tent of meeting and have them stand there with 

you.

24 Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. He brought seventy men from

the elders of the people and had them stand around the tent. 25 Then the Lord descended 

in the cloud and spoke to him. He took some of the Spirit who was on Moses and placed the

Spirit on the seventy elders. As the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they never 

did it again. 26 Two men had remained in the camp, one named Eldad and the other 

Medad; the Spirit rested on them—they were among those listed, but had not gone out to 

the tent—and they prophesied in the camp. 27 A young man ran and reported to Moses, 

“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”

28 Joshua son of Nun, assistant to Moses since his youth, responded, “Moses, my lord, 

stop them!”

29 But Moses asked him, “Are you jealous on my account? If only all the Lord’s people were

prophets and the Lord would place his Spirit on them!” 30 Then Moses returned to the camp

along with the elders of Israel.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Track 2 Psalm 19:7-14 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

7 The law of the Lord is perfect

                              and revives the soul; *

       the testimony of the Lord is sure

                              and gives wisdom to the innocent.

8 The statutes of the Lord are just

                              and rejoice the heart; *

       the commandment of the Lord is clear

                              and gives light to the eyes.

9 The fear of the Lord is clean

                              and endures for ever; *

       the judgments of the Lord are true

                              and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,

                              more than much fine gold, *

       sweeter far than honey,

                              than honey in the comb.

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *

       and in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can tell how often he offends? *

       cleanse me from my secret faults.

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;

   let them not get dominion over me; *

       then shall I be whole and sound,

       and innocent of a great offense.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my

                              heart be acceptable in your sight, *

       O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

Epistle: James 5:13-20  read from the Douy-Rheims Bible

13 Is any of you sad? Let him pray. Is he cheerful in mind? Let him sing.



14 Is any man sick among you? Let him bring in the priests of the church, and let them pray 

over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.

15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick man: and the Lord shall raise him up: and if he

be in sins, they shall be forgiven him.

16 Confess therefore your sins one to another: and pray one for another, that you may be 

saved. For the continual prayer of a just man availeth much.

17 Elias was a man passible like unto us: and with prayer he prayed that it might not rain 

upon the earth, and it rained not for three years and six months.

18 And he prayed again: and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.

19 My brethren, if any of you err from the truth, and one convert him:

20 He must know that he who causeth a sinner to be converted from the error of his way, 

shall save his soul from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 9:38-50 read from the English Standard Version Bible Anglicized

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 

tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for

no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterwards to speak evil of 

me. 40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 41 For truly, I say to you, whoever gives 

you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.

42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 

him if a great millstone were hung round his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43 And 

if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two

hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off.

It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your 

eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one 

eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire

is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has 

lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 

with one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On October 3 we celebrate the life of John Raleigh Mott, Evangelist 

and Ecumenical Pioneer. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

A dedicated missionary for the worldwide spread of the gospel, John Raleigh Mott 

connected ecumenism and evangelism as related tasks for modern Christianity.

John Mott was born in Livingston Manor, New York, on May 25, 1865, and moved with 

family to Iowa in September of that same year. After graduating from Cornell University in 

1888, Mott became student secretary of the International Committee of the YMCA and 

chairman of the executive committee of the Student Volunteer Movement. In 1895, he 

became General Secretary of the World Student Christian Federation, and, in 1901, he was 

appointed the Assistant General Secretary of the YMCA. During World War I, President 

Woodrow Wilson appointed him to the National War Work Council, for which he received 

the Distinguished Service Medal.

His ecumenical work was rooted in the missionary slogan “The Evangelization of the World 

in this Generation.” Convinced of the need for better cooperation among Christian 

communions in the global mission field, he served as chairman of the committee that 

organized the International Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910, over which he also

presided. Considered to be the broadest gathering of Christians up to that point, the 

Conference marked the beginning of the modern ecumenical movement. Speaking before 

that Conference, Mott summed up his view of Christian missions: “It is a startling and 

solemnizing fact that even as late as the twentieth century, the Great Command of Jesus 

Christ to carry the Gospel to all mankind is still so largely unfulfilled . . . The church is 

confronted today, as in no preceding generation, with a literally worldwide opportunity to 

make Christ known.” Mott continued his involvement in the developing ecumenical 

movement, participating in the Faith and Order Conference at Lausanne in 1927, and was 

Vice-President of the Second World Conference on Faith and Order in Edinburgh (1937). 

He also served as Chairman of the Life and Work Conference in Oxford, also held in 1937.

In 1946, he received the Nobel Peace Prize for his work in establishing and strengthening 

international organizations which worked for peace. The World Council of Churches, the 

founding of which was largely driven by Mott’s efforts, elected him its life-long Honorary 



President in 1948. Although Mott was a Methodist, the Episcopal Church recognized his 

work by making him an honorary canon of the National Cathedral.

Mott died in 1955.

Let us pray: O God, the shepherd of all, we give you thanks for the lifelong commitment of 

your servant John Raleigh Mott to the Christian nurture of students in many parts of the 

world; and we pray that, after his example, we may strive for the weaving together of all 

peoples in friendship, fellowship, and cooperation, and, while life lasts, be evangelists for 

Jesus Christ, in whom alone is our peace; and who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


