
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, Oct. 10

The Collect: Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may

continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Job 23:1-9, 16-17 read from the King James 21 Century 

Version Bible

23 Then Job answered and said:

2 “Even today is my complaint bitter; my stroke is heavier than my groaning.

3 Oh that I knew where I might find Him, that I might come even to His seat!

4 I would place my cause before Him, and fill my mouth with arguments.

5 I would know the words which He would answer me, and understand what He would say 

unto me.

6 Will He plead against me with His great power? No, but He would put strength in me.

7 There the righteous might dispute with Him; so should I be delivered for ever from my 

Judge.

8 “Behold, I go forward, but He is not there, and backward, but I cannot perceive Him;

9 on the left hand where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him; He hideth himself on the 

right hand, that I cannot see Him.

16 For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth me;

17 because I was not cut off before the darkness, neither hath He covered the darkness 

from my face.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 22:1-15 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? *

       and are so far from my cry

       and from the words of my distress?



2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; *

       by night as well, but I find no rest.

3 Yet you are the Holy One, *

       enthroned upon the praises of Israel.

4 Our forefathers put their trust in you; *

       they trusted, and you delivered them.

5 They cried out to you and were delivered; *

       they trusted in you and were not put to shame.

6 But as for me, I am a worm and no man, *

       scorned by all and despised by the people.

7 All who see me laugh me to scorn; *

       they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,

8 “He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; *

       let him rescue him, if he delights in him.”

9 Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, *

       and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast.

10 I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; *

       you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb.

11 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, *

       and there is none to help.

12 Many young bulls encircle me; *

       strong bulls of Bashan surround me.

13 They open wide their jaws at me, *

       like a ravening and a roaring lion.

14 I am poured out like water;

   all my bones are out of joint; *

       my heart within my breast is melting wax.

15 My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd;

   my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; *

       and you have laid me in the dust of the grave.



Track 2 Old Testament: Amos 5:6-7,10-15 read from the King James 21 Century 

Version Bible

6 Seek the Lord, and ye shall live; lest He break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and 

devour it, and there be none to quench it in Bethel—

7 ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth!”

10 They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly.

11 Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and ye take from him burdens of 

wheat, ye have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted 

pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine from them.

12 For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: they afflict the just, they 

take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor at the gate from their right.

13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time.

14 Seek good and not evil, that ye may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be with

you, as ye have spoken.

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate. It may be that the 

Lord God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 90:12-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

12 So teach us to number our days *

       that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

13 Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? *

       be gracious to your servants.

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; *

       so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us *

       and the years in which we suffered adversity.

16 Show your servants your works *

       and your splendor to their children.

17 May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; *

       prosper the work of our hands;



       prosper our handiwork.

The Epistle: Hebrews 4:12-16 read from the Lexham English Bible

12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any double-edged sword, and 

piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, both joints and marrow, and able to judge 

the reflections and thoughts of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden in the sight of him, 

but all things are naked and laid bare to the eyes of him to whom we must give our account.

14 Therefore, because we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, 

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15 For we do not have a high 

priest who is not able to sympathize with our weaknesses, but who has been tempted in all 

things in the same way, without sin. 16 Therefore let us approach with confidence to the 

throne of grace, in order that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

The Gospel: Mark 10:17-31 read from the The Message

17 As he went out into the street, a man came running up, greeted him with great 

reverence, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?”

18-19 Jesus said, “Why are you calling me good? No one is good, only God. You know the 

commandments: Don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t lie, don’t cheat, 

honor your father and mother.”

20 He said, “Teacher, I have—from my youth—kept them all!”

21 Jesus looked him hard in the eye—and loved him! He said, “There’s one thing left: Go 

sell whatever you own and give it to the poor. All your wealth will then be heavenly wealth. 

And come follow me.”

22 The man’s face clouded over. This was the last thing he expected to hear, and he walked

off with a heavy heart. He was holding on tight to a lot of things, and not about to let go.

23-25 Looking at his disciples, Jesus said, “Do you have any idea how difficult it is for 

people who ‘have it all’ to enter God’s kingdom?” The disciples couldn’t believe what they 

were hearing, but Jesus kept on: “You can’t imagine how difficult. I’d say it’s easier for a 

camel to go through a needle’s eye than for the rich to get into God’s kingdom.”



26 That got their attention. “Then who has any chance at all?” they asked.

27 Jesus was blunt: “No chance at all if you think you can pull it off by yourself. Every 

chance in the world if you let God do it.”

28 Peter tried another angle: “We left everything and followed you.”

29-31 Jesus said, “Mark my words, no one who sacrifices house, brothers, sisters, mother, 

father, children, land—whatever—because of me and the Message will lose out. They’ll get 

it all back, but multiplied many times in homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and land

—but also in troubles. And then the bonus of eternal life! This is once again the Great 

Reversal: Many who are first will end up last, and the last first.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 17 we celebrate the life of Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, 

and Martyr. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Ignatius of Antioch, martyred in 115, had a profound sense of two ends—his own, and the 

consummation of history in Jesus Christ. In ecstasy, he saw his impending martyrdom as 

the fitting conclusion to a long episcopate. He was accounted the second Bishop of Antioch 

in Syria.

Seven authentic letters, which Ignatius wrote to Churches while he journeyed across Asia 

Minor in the custody of ten soldiers (“my leopards,” he called them), give valuable insights 

into the life of the early Church. Of certain Gnostic teachings that exalted the divinity of 

Jesus at the expense of his humanity, Ignatius wrote: “Be deaf. . . . to any talk that ignores 

Jesus Christ, of David’s lineage, of Mary; who was really born, ate, and drank; was really 

persecuted under Pontius Pilate; was really crucified and died in the sight of heaven and 

earth and the underworld. He was really raised from the dead.”

In another, he condemned a form of biblicism espoused by some as the method of historical

interpretation and the only rule of Church practice. He wrote: “When I heard some people 

saying, ‘If I don’t find it in the ancient documents, I don’t believe it in the Gospel,’ I answered

them, ‘But it is written there.’ They retorted, ‘That has got to be proved.’ But to my mind it is 

Jesus Christ who is the ancient documents.”



Ignatius maintained that the Church’s unity would always spring from that liturgy by which 

all are initiated into Christ through baptism. He exhorted: “Try to gather more frequently to 

celebrate God’s Eucharist and to praise him . . . At these meetings you should heed the 

bishop and presbytery attentively and break one loaf, which is the medicine of immortality . .

Ignatius regarded the Church as God’s holy order in the world. He was, therefore, 

concerned for the proper ordering of the Church’s teaching and worship. He wrote: “Flee 

from schism as the source of mischief. You should all follow the bishop as Jesus Christ did 

the Father. Follow, too, the presbytery as you would the apostles; and respect the deacons 

as you would God’s law . . . Where the bishop is present, there let the congregation gather, 

just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.”

Let us pray: Almighty God, we praise your Name for your bishop and martyr Ignatius of 

Antioch, who offered himself as grain to be ground by the teeth of wild beasts that he might 

present to you the pure bread of sacrifice. Accept, we pray, the willing tribute of our lives 

and give us a share in the pure and spotless offering of your Son Jesus Christ; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


