
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, Oct. 17

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among 

the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Job 38:1-7, (34-41) read from the Modern English Version 

Bible

38 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:

2 “Who is this who darkens counsel

    by words without knowledge?

3 Prepare yourself like a man;

    for I will question you,

    and you shall answer Me.

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?

    Declare, if you have understanding.

5 Who has determined its measurements, if you know?

    Or who has stretched the line upon it?

6 To what are its foundations fastened?

    Or who laid its cornerstone

7 when the morning stars sang together,

    and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

34 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,

    that abundance of waters may cover you?

35 Can you send lightning that they may go forth

    and say to you, ‘Here we are’?

36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts,

    or who has given understanding to the heart?

37 Who can number the clouds by wisdom?



    Or who can empty out the bottles of heaven,

38 when the dust turns into hard clumps

    and the clods stick together?

39 “Will you hunt the prey for the lion?

    Or fill the appetite of the young lions,

40 when they crouch in their dens

    and lie in the thicket to wait in ambush?

41 Who provides for the raven his food

    when his young ones cry unto God,

    and they wander about for lack of food?

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul; *

       O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness!

       you are clothed with majesty and splendor.

2 You wrap yourself with light as with a cloak *

       and spread out the heavens like a curtain.

3 You lay the beams of your chambers in the waters above; *

       you make the clouds your chariot;

       you ride on the wings of the wind.

4 You make the winds your messengers *

       and flames of fire your servants.

5 You have set the earth upon its foundations, *

       so that it never shall move at any time.

6 You covered it with the Deep as with a mantle; *

       the waters stood higher than the mountains.

7 At your rebuke they fled; *

       at the voice of your thunder they hastened away.

8 They went up into the hills and down to the valleys beneath, *



       to the places you had appointed for them.

9 You set the limits that they should not pass; *

       they shall not again cover the earth.

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *

       in wisdom you have made them all;

       the earth is full of your creatures.

37b Hallelujah!

Track 2 Old Testament: Isaiah 53:4-12 read from the Modern English Version Bible

4 Surely he has borne our grief

    and carried our sorrows;

Yet we esteemed him stricken,

    smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions,

    he was bruised for our iniquities;

the chastisement of our peace was upon him,

    and by his stripes we are healed.

6 All of us like sheep have gone astray;

    each of us has turned to his own way,

but the Lord has laid on him

    the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,

    yet he opened not his mouth;

he was brought as a lamb to the slaughter,

    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,

    so he opened not his mouth.

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away,

    and who shall declare his generation?

For he was cut off out of the land of the living;

    for the transgression of my people he was struck.



9 His grave was assigned with the wicked,

    yet with the rich in his death,

because he had done no violence,

    nor was any deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; He has put him to grief.

    If he made himself as an offering for sin,

he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his days,

    and the good pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.

11 He shall see of the anguish of his soul

    and be satisfied.

By his knowledge My righteous servant shall justify the many,

    for he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore, I will divide him a portion with the great,

    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,

because he poured out his soul to death,

    and he was numbered with the transgressors,

thus he bore the sin of many

    and made intercession for the transgressors.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 91:9-16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, *

       and the Most High your habitation,

10 There shall no evil happen to you, *

       neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.

11 For he shall give his angels charge over you, *

       to keep you in all your ways.

12 They shall bear you in their hands, *

       lest you dash your foot against a stone.

13 You shall tread upon the lion and adder; *



       you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet.

14 Because he is bound to me in love,

   therefore will I deliver him; *

       I will protect him, because he knows my Name.

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; *

       I am with him in trouble;

       I will rescue him and bring him to honor.

16 With long life will I satisfy him, *

       and show him my salvation.

Epistle: Hebrews 5:1-10 read from the New American Standard Bible

5 For every high priest taken from among men is appointed on behalf of people in things 

pertaining to God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; 2 he can deal gently 

with the ignorant and misguided, since he himself also is clothed in weakness; 3 and 

because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins for himself, as well as for the people. 

4 And no one takes the honor for himself, but receives it when he is called by God, just as 

Aaron also was.

5 So too Christ did not glorify Himself in becoming a high priest, but it was He who said to 

Him,

“You are My Son,

Today I have fathered You”;

6 just as He also says in another passage,

“You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek.”

7 In the days of His humanity, He offered up both prayers and pleas with loud crying and 

tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His devout 



behavior. 8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He 

suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the source of eternal salvation for all 

those who obey Him, 10 being designated by God as High Priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 10:35-45 read from the New Century Version Bible

35 Then James and John, sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, we want to 

ask you to do something for us.”

36 Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for you?”

37 They answered, “Let one of us sit at your right side and one of us sit at your left side in 

your glory in your kingdom.”

38 Jesus said, “You don’t understand what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I 

must drink? And can you be baptized with the same kind of baptism that I must go 

through?”

39 They answered, “Yes, we can.”

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the same cup that I will drink, and you will be baptized 

with the same baptism that I must go through. 40 But I cannot choose who will sit at my 

right or my left; those places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”

41 When the other ten followers heard this, they began to be angry with James and John.

42 Jesus called them together and said, “The other nations have rulers. You know that 

those rulers love to show their power over the people, and their important leaders love to 

use all their authority. 43 But it should not be that way among you. Whoever wants to 

become great among you must serve the rest of you like a servant. 44 Whoever wants to 



become the first among you must serve all of you like a slave. 45 In the same way, the Son 

of Man did not come to be served. He came to serve others and to give his life as a ransom 

for many people.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 19 we celebrate the life of William Carey, Missionary to 

India. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

William Carey was an English Baptist missionary who was a major figure in developing the 

Protestant missionary movement of the nineteenth century.

Born a son of the Church of England on August 17, 1761, near Northampton, Carey took an

early interest in his studies and excelled at languages, a gift that would serve him in his 

ministry. After his village schooling, Carey apprenticed as a cobbler, where he came into 

contact with a fellow worker who was a Nonconformist. Carey was challenged by this 

relationship, and he eventually left the Church of England and became a Congregationalist.

Carey developed into a master cobbler, married, and with his wife, Dorothy, had six 

children, only three of whom survived childhood. During his years as a master cobbler, 

Carey’s interest in languages became a passionate avocation; he learned Italian, French, 

Dutch, and Hebrew, while increasing his mastery of Latin, a language he had taught himself

as a youngster.

Carey’s spiritual quest continued. He was re-baptized in 1783 and was a Baptist for the 

remainder of his life. He became a schoolmaster and served as a Baptist pastor while 

struggling with his responsibility to foreign missions. He was among the founders, in 1792, 

of what would become the Baptist Missionary Society. Finally, in 1793, Carey and his 

companions set out for India.

After transitional periods in Calcutta and nearby Midnapore, in 1800 Carey and his fellow 

missionaries settled in Serampore, where Carey would spend the rest of his life. He was 

appointed a professor at Fort Williams College, which had been founded to educate the 



children of civil servants. While teaching, Carey translated the Bible into Bengali and 

Sanskrit and the New Testament into other Indian languages and dialects, in addition to 

providing translations of other Christian literature. Carey also completed a Bengali-English 

dictionary and other linguistic tools to support missionary work.

In 1818, Carey’s mission established Serampore College for the dual purpose of training 

indigenous ministers and providing a classical education to anyone regardless of caste or 

national origin.

Let us pray: Merciful God, you called William Carey to missionary work in India and gave 

him a zeal for your Word that led him to translate Scripture into many local languages and 

dialects: Give us a heart for the spreading of your Gospel and a thirst for justice among all 

the peoples of the world; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who sheds your light and peace 

throughout humanity, and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen.


