
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, October 31

The Collect: Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer 

you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your 

heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Ruth 1:1-18 read from the New Revised Standard Version 

Anglicized

1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 

Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. 

2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of 

his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. 

They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of 

Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of 

one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there for about ten 

years, 5 both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons

or her husband.

6 Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she 

had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had had consideration for his people and 

given them food. 7 So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her 

two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. 8 But 

Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May 

the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The Lord 

grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband.’ Then she 

kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10 They said to her, ‘No, we will return with you to your 

people.’ 11 But Naomi said, ‘Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still 

have sons in my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters,

go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, 

even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, 13 would you then wait until they 

were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more



bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me.’ 14 Then 

they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

15 So she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return

after your sister-in-law.’ 16 But Ruth said,

‘Do not press me to leave you

    or to turn back from following you!

Where you go, I will go;

    where you lodge, I will lodge;

your people shall be my people,

    and your God my God.

17 Where you die, I will die—

    there will I be buried.

May the Lord do thus and so to me,

    and more as well,

if even death parts me from you!’

18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 146 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

   Praise the Lord, O my soul! *

       I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

       I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *

       for there is no help in them.

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *

       and in that day their thoughts perish.

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *



       whose hope is in the Lord their God;

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *

       who keeps his promise for ever;

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *

       and food to those who hunger.

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free;

   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *

       the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The Lord loves the righteous;

   the Lord cares for the stranger; *

       he sustains the orphan and widow,

       but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9 The Lord shall reign for ever, *

       your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.

       Hallelujah!

Track 2 Old Testament: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 read from the New Revised Standard 

Version Anglicized

6 Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God 

charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy,

2 so that you and your children and your children’s children may fear the Lord your God all 

the days of your life, and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am 

commanding you, so that your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe 

them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a 

land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5 You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 6 Keep these words that I 

am commanding you today in your heart. 7 Recite them to your children and talk about 

them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.

8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9 and write 



them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 119:1-8 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Happy are they whose way is blameless, *

       who walk in the law of the Lord!

2 Happy are they who observe his decrees *

       and seek him with all their hearts!

3 Who never do any wrong, *

       but always walk in his ways.

4 You laid down your commandments, *

       that we should fully keep them.

5 Oh, that my ways were made so direct *

       that I might keep your statutes!

6 Then I should not be put to shame, *

       when I regard all your commandments.

7 I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, *

       when I have learned your righteous judgments.

8 I will keep your statutes; *

       do not utterly forsake me.

Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14 read from the World English Bible

11 But Christ having come as a high priest of the coming good things, through the greater 

and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation, 12 nor

yet through the blood of goats and calves, but through his own blood, entered in once for all

into the Holy Place, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and 

bulls, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify to the 

cleanness of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 

Spirit offered himself without defect to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 

serve the living God? 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 read from the Easy To Read Bible

28 One of the teachers of the law came to Jesus. He heard Jesus arguing with the 

Sadducees and the Pharisees. He saw that Jesus gave good answers to their questions. So

he asked him, “Which of the commands is the most important?”

29 Jesus answered, “The most important command is this: ‘People of Israel, listen! The 

Lord our God is the only Lord. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 

all your mind, and all your strength.’ 31 The second most important command is this: ‘Love 

your neighbor the same as you love yourself.’ These two commands are the most 

important.”

32 The man answered, “That was a good answer, Teacher. You are right in saying that God 

is the only Lord and that there is no other God. 33 And you must love God with all your 

heart, all your mind, and all your strength. And you must love others the same as you love 

yourself. These commands are more important than all the animals and sacrifices we offer 

to God.”

34 Jesus saw that the man answered him wisely. So he said to him, “You are close to God’s

kingdom.” And after that time, no one was brave enough to ask Jesus any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On November 6 we celebrate the life of William Temple, Archbishop 

of Canterbury. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

William Temple was a reknowned teacher and preacher, regarded as one of the most 

exemplary Archbishops of Canterbury of the 20th century. His writings reflect a robust social 

theology that engages the challenges of modern industrialized society.

Temple was born October 15, 1881, and baptized three weeks later, on November 6, in 

Exeter Cathedral. His father, Dr. Frederick Temple, Bishop of Exeter and then of London, 

became Archbishop of Canterbury when William was fifteen. Growing up at the heart of the 

Church of England, William’s love for it was deep and lifelong.



Endowed with a brilliant mind, Temple took a first-class honors degree in classics and 

philosophy at Oxford, where he was then elected Fellow of Queen’s College. At the age of 

twenty-nine he became headmaster of Repton School, and then, in quick succession, rector

of St. James’s Church, Piccadilly, Bishop of Manchester, and Archbishop of York.

Though he was never subject to poverty himself, he developed a passion for social justice 

which shaped his words and his actions. He owed this passion to a profound belief in the 

Incarnation. He wrote that in Jesus Christ God took flesh and dwelt among us, and, as a 

consequence, “the personality of every man and woman is sacred.”

In 1917, Temple resigned from St. James’s, Piccadilly, to devote his energies to the “Life 

and Liberty” movement for reform within the Church of England. Two years later, an Act of 

Parliament led to the setting up of the Church Assembly, which for the first time gave the 

laity a voice in Church matters.

As bishop, and later as archbishop, Temple committed himself to seeking “the things which 

pertain to the Kingdom of God.” He understood the Incarnation as giving worth and meaning

not only to individuals but to all of life. He therefore took the lead in establishing the 

Conference on Christian Politics, Economics, and Citizenship (COPEC), held 1924. In 1940,

he convened the great Malvern Conference to reflect on the social reconstruction that would

be needed in Britain once the Second World War was over.

At the same time, he was a prolific writer on theological, ecumenical, and social topics, and 

his two-volume Readings in St. John’s Gospel, written in the early days of the war, rapidly 

became a spiritual classic.

In 1942, Temple was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and reached an even wider 

audience through his wartime radio addresses and newspaper articles. However, the scope 

of his responsibilities and the pace he set himself took their toll. On October 26, 1944, he 

died at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent, after only two and a half years at Canterbury.



Let us pray: O God of light and love, you illumined your Church through the witness of your

servant William Temple: Inspire us, we pray, by his teaching and example, that we may 

rejoice with courage, confidence, and faith in the Word made flesh, and may be led to 

establish that city which has justice for its foundation and love for its law; through Jesus 

Christ, the light of the world, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen.


