
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost, November 7

The Collect: O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the 

works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having 

this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power 

and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 read from the Revised Standard Version 

Bible

3 Then Na′omi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not seek a home for 

you, that it may be well with you? 2 Now is not Bo′az our kinsman, with whose maidens you 

were? See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3 Wash therefore and 

anoint yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but do not 

make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 But when he 

lies down, observe the place where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie down; and 

he will tell you what to do.” 5 And she replied, “All that you say I will do.”

13 So Bo′az took Ruth and she became his wife; and he went in to her, and the Lord gave 

her conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Na′omi, “Blessed be the 

Lord, who has not left you this day without next of kin; and may his name be renowned in 

Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your 

daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him.” 

16 Then Na′omi took the child and laid him in her bosom, and became his nurse. 17 And 

the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Na′omi.”

They named him Obed; he was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 127 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Unless the Lord builds the house, *

       their labor is in vain who build it.



2 Unless the Lord watches over the city, *

       in vain the watchman keeps his vigil.

3 It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; *

       vain, too, to eat the bread of toil,

       for he gives to his beloved sleep.

4 Children are a heritage from the Lord, *

       and the fruit of the womb is a gift.

5 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior *

       are the children of one’s youth.

6 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them! *

       he shall not be put to shame

       when he contends with his enemies in the gate.

Track 2 Old Testament: 1 Kings 17:8-16 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zar′ephath, which belongs to 

Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he 

arose and went to Zar′ephath; and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow 

was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a 

vessel, that I may drink.” 11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, 

“Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I 

have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a cruse; and now, I am 

gathering a couple of sticks, that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we 

may eat it, and die.” 13 And Eli′jah said to her, “Fear not; go and do as you have said; but 

first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make for yourself and your 

son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God of Israel, ‘The jar of meal shall not be spent, and the

cruse of oil shall not fail, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” 15 And she 

went and did as Eli′jah said; and she, and he, and her household ate for many days. 16 The

jar of meal was not spent, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord 

which he spoke by Eli′jah.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Track 2 Psalm 146 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

   Praise the Lord, O my soul! *

       I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

       I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *

       for there is no help in them.

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *

       and in that day their thoughts perish.

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *

       whose hope is in the Lord their God;

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *

       who keeps his promise for ever;

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *

       and food to those who hunger.

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free;

   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; *

       the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

8 The Lord loves the righteous;

   the Lord cares for the stranger; *

       he sustains the orphan and widow,

       but frustrates the way of the wicked.

9 The Lord shall reign for ever, *

       your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.

       Hallelujah!

Epistle: Hebrews 9:24-28 read from the Amplified Bible

. 24 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one,

but [He entered] into heaven itself, now to appear in the very presence of God on our 

behalf; 25 nor did He [enter into the heavenly sanctuary to] offer Himself again and again, 

as the high priest enters the Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 



26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer over and over since the foundation of the 

world; but now once for all at the consummation of the ages He has appeared and been 

publicly manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And just as it is appointed

and destined for all men to die once and after this [comes certain] judgment, 28 so Christ, 

having been offered once and once for all to bear [as a burden] the sins of many, will 

appear a second time [when he returns to earth], not to deal with sin, but to bring salvation 

to those who are eagerly and confidently waiting for Him. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 12:38-44 read from the Christian Standard Bible

38 He also said in his teaching, “Beware of the scribes, who want to go around in long 

robes and who want greetings in the marketplaces, 39 the best seats in the synagogues, 

and the places of honor at banquets. 40 They devour widows’ houses and say long prayers 

just for show. These will receive harsher judgment.”

41 Sitting across from the temple treasury, he watched how the crowd dropped money into 

the treasury. Many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 Then a poor widow came and 

dropped in two tiny coins worth very little. 43 Summoning his disciples, he said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 For 

they all gave out of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had —

all she had to live on.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On November 12 we celebrate the life of Charles Simeon Priest. Read

from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

The historian Thomas Macaulay said about Charles Simeon, “If you knew what his authority

and influence were, and how they extended from Cambridge to the most remote corners of 

England, you would allow that his real sway in the Church was far greater than that of any 

primate.”

Simeon’s conversion, in 1779, while still a student, occurred as he was preparing himself to 



receive Holy Communion, an act required of undergraduates at the University. His first 

Communion had been a deeply depressing and discouraging experience because of his 

use of the popular devotional tract, The Whole Duty of Man, which emphasized law and 

obedience as the means of receiving the Sacrament worthily. When he was again preparing

for Communion before Easter, he was given a copy of Bishop Thomas Wilson’s Instructions 

for the Lord’s Supper. Here was a quite different approach, which recognized that the law 

could not make one righteous and that only the sacrifice of Christ, perceived by faith, could 

enable one to communicate worthily. This time, the experience of Holy Communion was one

of peace and exhilaration, a new beginning of a Christian life whose influence is difficult to 

exaggerate.

In 1782, the year of his graduation from King’s College, Cambridge, he was placed in 

charge of Trinity Church in that city, while still a deacon. He remained Rector there for 54 

years, despite intense early opposition from the churchwardens and congregation over his 

evangelical preaching.

Simeon’s influence and authority developed slowly, but he eventually became the 

recognized leader of the evangelical movement in the Church of England. He helped to 

found the Church Missionary Society and was active in recruiting and supporting 

missionaries, including Henry Martyn (October 19). As a preacher, he ranks high in the 

history of Anglicanism. His sermons were unfailingly biblical, simple, and passionate.

The influence of Simeon and his friends was thus described by the historian William Edward

Hartpole Lecky: “They gradually changed the whole spirit of the English Church. They 

infused into it a new fire and passion of devotion, kindled a spirit of fervent philanthropy, 

raised the standard of clerical duty, and completely altered the whole tone and tendency of 

the preaching of its ministers.”

Simeon died on November 13, 1836, in Cambridge, and was buried at King’s College.

Let us pray: O loving God, we know that all things are ordered by your unerring wisdom 

and unbounded love: Grant us in all things to see your hand; that, following the example 



and teaching of your servant Charles Simeon, we may walk with Christ in all simplicity and 

serve you with a quiet and contented mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


