
First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 28

The Collect: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put

on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 

glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 33:14-16 read from the Lexham English Bible

14 ‘Look, days are coming,’ declares Yahweh, ‘and I will fulfill the good promise that I 

promised to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. 15 In those days and in 

that time I will make a branch of righteousness sprout for David, and he will execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and 

Jerusalem will dwell safely, and this is what they shall call it: “Yahweh is our 

righteousness.”’ 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 25:1-10 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;

   my God, I put my trust in you; *

       let me not be humiliated,

       nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *

       let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *

       and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *

       for you are the God of my salvation;

       in you have I trusted all the day long.



5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *

       for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *

       remember me according to your love

       and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *

       therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right *

       and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *

       to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

10 For your Name’s sake, O Lord, *

       forgive my sin, for it is great.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 read from the Lexham English Bible

9 For what thanks can we repay to God concerning you, because of all the joy with 

which we rejoice because of you before our God, 10 night and day praying beyond all 

measure that we may see your face and complete what is lacking in your faith?

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you, 

12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and to abound in love for one another and 

for all, just as also we do for you, 13 so that your hearts may be established blameless

in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 

saints.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 read from The Message

25-26 “It will seem like all hell has broken loose—sun, moon, stars, earth, sea, in an 

uproar and everyone all over the world in a panic, the wind knocked out of them by the



threat of doom, the powers-that-be quaking.

27-28 “And then—then!—they’ll see the Son of Man welcomed in grand style—a 

glorious welcome! When all this starts to happen, up on your feet. Stand tall with your 

heads high. Help is on the way!”

29-33 He told them a story. “Look at a fig tree. Any tree for that matter. When the 

leaves begin to show, one look tells you that summer is right around the corner. The 

same here—when you see these things happen, you know God’s kingdom is about 

here. Don’t brush this off: I’m not just saying this for some future generation, but for 

this one, too—these things will happen. Sky and earth will wear out; my words won’t 

wear out.

34-36 “But be on your guard. Don’t let the sharp edge of your expectation get dulled 

by parties and drinking and shopping. Otherwise, that Day is going to take you by 

complete surprise, spring on you suddenly like a trap, for it’s going to come on 

everyone, everywhere, at once. So, whatever you do, don’t fall asleep at the wheel. 

Pray constantly that you will have the strength and wits to make it through everything 

that’s coming and end up on your feet before the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On December 1 we celebrate the life of Charles de Foucauld, 

Hermit and Martyr in the Sahara.  Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Charles de Foucauld, sometimes referred to as Brother Charles of Jesus, was the 

inspiration behind the founding of new religious communities for both men and women

and is often credited with the revival of desert spirituality in the early twentieth century.

Born in Strasbourg, France, in 1858, Charles was orphaned at age six and raised by 

his grandparents. As a young man, he lost his faith, and, in spite of the discipline of his

grandfather, whom he deeply respected, Charles lived a life that was a curious mix of 

laxity and stubbornness. After training as a career Army officer, Charles served in 

Algeria and Tunisia, until he resigned his commission in 1882. He then became an 



explorer in Morocco. There he encountered devout Muslims, whose practice of their 

faith inspired Charles to begin a search for the faith that was his own. Upon returning 

to France, he continued his quest, and, in 1886, at age 28, re-discovered God and 

made a new commitment that would guide the rest of his life. A pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land deepened his commitment still further.

Charles entered the Cistercian Order of Strict Observance, the Trappists, first in 

France and then in Syria, for a commitment of seven years. He then returned to the 

Holy Land and lived as a servant to the convent of the Poor Clares in Nazareth. It was 

there that he began to develop a life of solitude, prayer, and adoration. The Poor 

Clares saw in him a vocation to the priesthood, encouraged him in spite of his 

reluctance, and Charles was ordained a priest in 1901.

Charles then moved to the Sahara, where his desire was to live a “ministry of 

presence” among “the furthest removed, the most abandoned.” He believed his call 

was to live among those whose faith and culture differed from his own. To witness to 

Christ among them was not to be eloquent preaching or missionary demands, but “to 

shout the Gospel with his life.” Charles sought to live so that those who saw his life 

would ask, “If such is the servant, what must the Master be like?”

Charles lived among the Tuareg people, learning their language and culture as he 

ministered to them. He was shot to death outside his refuge by bandits on December 

1, 1916. He is considered a martyr by the Roman Catholic Church.

Let us pray: Loving God, who restored the Christian faith of Charles de Foucauld 

through an encounter with Islam in North Africa and sustained him in the desert, where

he converted many with his witness of presence: Help us to know you wherever we 

find you, that with him, we may be faithful unto death; through Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


