
Second Sunday of Advent, Dec. 5

The Collect: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance 

and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our

sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4 read from the New Revised Standard 

Version Bible Anglicized 

1 Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem,

   and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God.

2 Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God;

   put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;

3 for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven.

4 For God will give you evermore the name,

   ‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’.

5 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height;

   look towards the east,

and see your children gathered from west and east

   at the word of the Holy One,

   rejoicing that God has remembered them.

6 For they went out from you on foot,

   led away by their enemies;

but God will bring them back to you,

   carried in glory, as on a royal throne.

7 For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low

   and the valleys filled up, to make level ground,

   so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.

8 The woods and every fragrant tree

   have shaded Israel at God’s command.

9 For God will lead Israel with joy,

   in the light of his glory,



   with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Malachi 3:1-4 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Anglicized 

1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight

—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, 

and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he

will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine

them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Canticle — The Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79) read from the Episcopal 

Church Book of Common Prayer

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *

     he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *

    born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old,

that he would save us from our enemies, *

    from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers *

    and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *

    to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear, *

    holy and righteous in his sight

    all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *



    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation *

    by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God *

    the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the

                            shadow of death, *

    and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Epistle: Philippians 1:3-11 read from the New American Standard Bible

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer with joy in my 

every prayer for you all, 5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until 

now. 6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work among you will 

complete it by the day of Christ Jesus. 7 For it is only right for me to feel this way about you 

all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. 8 For God is my witness, 

how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this I pray, that your love may 

overflow still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may 

discover the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and blameless for the day of 

Christ; 11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus 

Christ, for the glory and praise of God.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 read from the New Century Version Bible

3 It was the fifteenth year of the rule of Tiberius Caesar. These men were under Caesar: 

Pontius Pilate, the ruler of Judea; Herod, the ruler of Galilee; Philip, Herod’s brother, the 

ruler of Iturea and Traconitis; and Lysanias, the ruler of Abilene. 2 Annas and Caiaphas 

were the high priests. At this time, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

desert. 3 He went all over the area around the Jordan River preaching a baptism of 

changed hearts and lives for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of Isaiah 



the prophet:

“This is a voice of one

    who calls out in the desert:

‘Prepare the way for the Lord.

    Make the road straight for him.

5 Every valley should be filled in,

    and every mountain and hill should be made flat.

Roads with turns should be made straight,

    and rough roads should be made smooth.

6 And all people will know about the salvation of God!’” 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On December 10 we celebrate the life of Thomas Merton, 

Contemplative and Writer. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses

Thomas Merton was among the most influential Catholic writers of the twentieth century. His

writings cover a broad range of subject matter: spirituality and the contemplative life, prayer,

and religious biography. He was also deeply interested in issues of social justice and 

Christian responsibility. He did not shy away from controversy and addressed race relations,

economic injustice, war, violence, and the nuclear arms race.

Merton was born in Prades, France, on January 15, 1915. His father was from New Zealand

and his Quaker mother from the United States. After a brief sojourn in England, where 

Merton was baptized in the Church of England, the family settled in New York. The birth of 

his brother, the death of his mother, and the romance of his father with the American 

novelist Evelyn Scott created an unsettling life for Merton for some years. After a brief 

enrollment at Clare College, Cambridge, Merton settled into life as a student at Columbia 

University in New York. Merton developed relationships at Columbia that would nurture him 

for the rest of his life.

Though nominally an Anglican, Merton underwent a dramatic conversion experience in 

1938 and became a Roman Catholic. Merton recounts the story of his conversion in The 



Seven Storey Mountain, an autobiography published in 1948, immediately a classic.

Merton entered the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance, the Trappists, at the 

Abbey of Gethsemani, near Bardstown, Kentucky, in 1941. Merton was known in the 

community as Brother Louis; his gifts as a writer were encouraged by the abbot. In addition 

to his translations of Cistercian sources and his original works, Merton carried on a prolific 

correspondence with people around the world on a wide range of subjects. Some of his 

correspondence takes the form of spiritual direction, some shows his deep affections for 

friends outside the community, and much of it demonstrates Merton’s ability to be fully 

engaged in the world even though he lived a cloistered life.

Merton died in Bangkok, Thailand, on December 10, 1968, by accidental electrocution, 

while attending a meeting of religious leaders during a pilgrimage to the Far East.

Let us pray: Gracious God, you called your monk Thomas Merton to proclaim your justice 

out of silence and moved him in his contemplative writings to perceive and value Christ at 

work in the faiths of others: Keep us, like him, steadfast in the knowledge and love of Jesus 

Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.


