
Third Sunday of Advent, December 12

The Collect: Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily 

help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Zephaniah 3:14-20 read from the New International Version Bible

14 Sing, Daughter Zion;

    shout aloud, Israel!

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,

    Daughter Jerusalem!

15 The Lord has taken away your punishment,

    he has turned back your enemy.

The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you;

    never again will you fear any harm.

16 On that day

    they will say to Jerusalem,

“Do not fear, Zion;

    do not let your hands hang limp.

17 The Lord your God is with you,

    the Mighty Warrior who saves.

He will take great delight in you;

    in his love he will no longer rebuke you,

    but will rejoice over you with singing.”

18 “I will remove from you

    all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals,

    which is a burden and reproach for you.

19 At that time I will deal

    with all who oppressed you.

I will rescue the lame;

    I will gather the exiles.



I will give them praise and honor

    in every land where they have suffered shame.

20 At that time I will gather you;

    at that time I will bring you home.

I will give you honor and praise

    among all the peoples of the earth

when I restore your fortunes

    before your very eyes,”

says the Lord.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Canticle 9 — The First Song of Isaiah read from the Episcopal Church Book of

Common Prayer

Surely, it is God who saves me; *

     I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *

    and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *

    from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *

    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *

    see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *

    and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *

    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-7 read from the New Living Translation Bible

4 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 5 Let everyone see that you are 



considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon.

6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and 

thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds 

anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in 

Christ Jesus.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 

from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of 

the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire.”

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 

must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 

them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 

with your wages.”

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 

saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into

his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On December 15 we celebrate the life of John Horden, Bishop and 

Missionary in Canada. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Born in Exeter, England, in 1828, John Horden was apprenticed to the blacksmith’s trade as

a young boy, and devoted his spare hours to self-education. He eventually qualified as a 

schoolteacher and attended the Vicar’s Bible Class at St. Thomas, Exeter, where he was 

educated in the Bible and in missionary work. Horden, along with some friends, volunteered

his services to the Church Missionary Society, but was told to wait due to his young age.

Finally, in 1851, he received a letter informing him that he was being appointed mission 

schoolmaster in Moose Factory, James Bay, on the southern end of Hudson Bay, in 

Canada. He immediately devoted himself to learning Cree, the native language of those 

whom he served. Over time, Horden’s ability as a linguist was evident in his ability to 

function in no less than five First Nations’ languages, plus Norwegian, English, Greek and 

Latin.

In addition to working with the Native peoples of the region, Horden regarded it as part of 

his work to serve the employees of the Hudson’s Bay Company. With their help, he built a 

schoolhouse and church, and developed a variety of ministries to serve the people in this 

remote territory. He ministered to his people through several epidemics, often in the face of 

rugged, unforgiving conditions.

In 1872, he was recalled to England to receive episcopal orders, and following his 

ordination in Westminster Abbey, he was appointed the first bishop of the Diocese of 

Moosonee. He returned to James Bay, traveling to the outer regions of his vast diocese, 

often by dog-team in harsh weather. Many congregations in the small towns and cities of 

the area trace their formation back to the inspiring work of Bishop Horden.

Horden died in Moose Factory on January 12, 1893.

Let us pray: Creator God, whose hands hold the storehouses of the snow and the gates of 

the sea, and from whose Word springs forth all that is: We bless your holy Name for the 

intrepid witness of your missionary John Horden, who followed your call to serve the Cree 



and Inuit nations of the North. In all the places we travel, may we, like him, proclaim your 

Good News and draw all into communion with you through your Christ; who with you and 

the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.


