
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19

The Collect: Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son 

Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Micah 5:2-5a read from the New Revised Standard Version Anglicized 

Bible

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

    who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me

    one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old,

    from ancient days.

3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time

    when she who is in labour has brought forth;

then the rest of his kindred shall return

    to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,

    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

    to the ends of the earth;

5 and he shall be the one of peace.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Canticle 15 — The Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55) or Psalm 80:1-7 both will be 

read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *

     for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *



    the Almighty has done great things for me,

    and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *

    in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm, *

    he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *

    and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *

    and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *

    for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers, *

    to Abraham and his children for ever.

Psalm 80:1-7

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *

      shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *

     stir up your strength and come to help us.

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *

     show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

4 O Lord God of hosts, *

     how long will you be angered

     despite the prayers of your people?

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *

     you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *

     and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *

     show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.



Epistle: Hebrews 10:5-10 read from the World English Bible

5 Therefore when he comes into the world, he says, 

“You didn’t desire sacrifice and offering, 

but you prepared a body for me. 

6 You had no pleasure in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin. 

7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in the scroll of the book it is written of me) 

to do your will, O God.’ ”  ✡

8 Previously saying, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for 

sin you didn’t desire, neither had pleasure in them” (those which are offered according to 

the law), 9 then he has said, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He takes away the first, 

that he may establish the second, 10 by which will we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) Easy to Read Version Bible

39 Mary got up and went quickly to a town in the hill country of Judea. 40 She went into 

Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 

unborn baby inside her jumped, and she was filled with the Holy Spirit.

42 In a loud voice she said to Mary, “God has blessed you more than any other woman. And

God has blessed the baby you will have. 43 You are the mother of my Lord, and you have 

come to me! Why has something so good happened to me? 44 When I heard your voice, 

the baby inside me jumped with joy. 45 Great blessings are yours because you believed 

what the Lord said to you! You believed this would happen.”

46 Then Mary said,

“I praise the Lord with all my heart.

47     I am very happy because God is my Savior.

48 I am not important,

    but he has shown his care for me, his lowly servant.

From now until the end of time,

    people will remember how much God blessed me.

49 Yes, the Powerful One has done great things for me.



    His name is very holy.

50 He always gives mercy

    to those who worship him.

51 He reached out his arm and showed his power.

    He scattered those who are proud and think great things about themselves.

52 He brought down rulers from their thrones

    and raised up the humble people.

53 He filled the hungry with good things,

    but he sent the rich away with nothing.

54 God has helped Israel—the people he chose to serve him.

    He did not forget his promise to give us his mercy.

55 He has done what he promised to our ancestors,

    to Abraham and his children forever.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On December 19 we celebrate the life of Lillian Trasher, Missionary in

Egypt. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses. 

Lillian Hunt Trasher was born in 1887 in Brunswick, Georgia. Raised by her mother 

(originally a Quaker) as a Roman Catholic. Trasher joined the Church of God in 1912, in 

which she was ordained, and later became a member of the (Pentecostal) Assemblies of 

God. As a young woman, she worked at an orphanage in North Carolina, not knowing at the

time that her life’s work would be devoted to caring for abandoned children.

In 1909, while engaged to a man she loved deeply, she heard the testimony of a missionary

from India, and she was aware at that moment that she could not be married. God had 

called her to service as a missionary. Not knowing where she would go, she opened her 

Bible and read Acts 7:34: “I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people which is in 

Egypt, and I have heard their groaning and am come down to deliver them. And now come, 

I will send thee to Egypt.”

In 1910, she arrived in Alexandria, Egypt, with her sister Jennie, and they found their way to



the town of Asyut in Upper Egypt near the Nile. Shortly after arriving, Lillian was called to 

the bedside of a dying mother whose malnourished daughter was also near death. Though 

ordered by the mission directors to return the child to the village, Trasher refused to 

abandon her to poverty and certain death. In 1911, she rented a small house and some 

furniture and nursed the child back to health.

As she took in additional children, she had to rely on charity, though she eventually received

aid from the newly-formed Assemblies of God in the United States. In 1916, she was able to

purchase additional land, the buildings for which were built from bricks which Lillian and the 

older children made themselves. In 1919, she was ordered out of the country by the British 

government in the midst of political turmoil, and, when she returned, she took in widows and

the blind in addition to children. Despite the Nazi invasion of Egypt and the subsequent 

violence during World War II, she kept her orphanage running. When she died in 1961, she 

had become known as the “Mother of the Nile” and had cared for nearly 25,000 Egyptian 

children. Her orphanage remains open today.

Trasher died in Egypt on December 17, 1961.

Let us pray: God, whose everlasting arms support the universe: We thank you for moving 

the heart of Lillian Trasher to heroic hospitality on behalf of orphaned children in great need,

and we pray that we also may find our hearts awakened and our compassion stirred to care 

for your little ones, through the example of our Savior Jesus Christ and by the energy of 

your Holy Spirit, who broods over the world like a mother over her children; for they live and 

reign with you, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


