
First Sunday after Christmas, Dec. 26

The Collect:Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 

Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,

    my soul shall exult in my God;

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,

    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots,

    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise

    to spring forth before all the nations.

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,

    and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,

until her vindication goes forth as brightness,

    and her salvation as a burning torch.

2 The nations shall see your vindication,

    and all the kings your glory;

and you shall be called by a new name

    which the mouth of the Lord will give.

3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,

    and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Psalm: 147 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

       How good it is to sing praises to our God! *

       how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!

2 The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; *

       he gathers the exiles of Israel.

3 He heals the brokenhearted *

       and binds up their wounds.

4 He counts the number of the stars *

       and calls them all by their names.

5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; *

       there is no limit to his wisdom.

6 The Lord lifts up the lowly, *

       but casts the wicked to the ground.

7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; *

       make music to our God upon the harp.

8 He covers the heavens with clouds *

       and prepares rain for the earth;

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains *

       and green plants to serve mankind.

10 He provides food for flocks and herds *

       and for the young ravens when they cry.

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; *

       he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;

12 But the Lord has pleasure in those who fear him, *

       in those who await his gracious favor.]

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; *

       praise your God, O Zion;

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *

       he has blessed your children within you.

15 He has established peace on your borders; *

       he satisfies you with the finest wheat.



16 He sends out his command to the earth, *

       and his word runs very swiftly.

17 He gives snow like wool; *

       he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *

       who can stand against his cold?

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; *

       he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.

20 He declares his word to Jacob, *

       his statutes and his judgments to Israel.

21 He has not done so to any other nation; *

       to them he has not revealed his judgments.

       Hallelujah!

Epistle: Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7 read from the Amplified Bible

23 Now before faith came, we were kept in custody under the Law, [perpetually] imprisoned 

[in preparation] for the faith that was destined to be revealed, 24 with the result that the Law

has become our tutor and our disciplinarian to guide us to Christ, so that we may be justified

[that is, declared free of the guilt of sin and its penalty, and placed in right standing with 

God] by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under [the control and 

authority of] a tutor and disciplinarian. 

4 But when [in God’s plan] the proper time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a 

woman, born under the [regulations of the] Law, 5 so that He might redeem and liberate 

those who were under the Law, that we [who believe] might be adopted as sons [as God’s 

children with all rights as fully grown members of a family]. 6 And because you [really] are 

[His] sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying out, “Abba! Father!” 

7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then also an heir through [the

gracious act of] God [through Christ]. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Gospel: John 1:1-18 read from the Christian Standard Bible

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He

was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created through him, and apart from him 

not one thing was created that has been created. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light

of men. 5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 

testify about the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but he 

came to testify about the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into 

the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world was created through him, and yet the world did not 

recognize him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all

who did receive him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in 

his name, 13 who were born, not of natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will 

of man, but of God.

14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the 

one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning him 

and exclaimed, “This was the one of whom I said, ‘The one coming after me ranks ahead of 

me, because he existed before me.’”) 16 Indeed, we have all received grace upon grace 

from his fullness, 17 for the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son, who is himself God and

is at the Father’s side—he has revealed him.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On December 30 we celebrate the life of Frances Joseph Gaudet, 

Educator and Prison Reformer. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Frances was born in a log cabin in Holmesville, Mississippi, in 1861, of African American 

and Native American descent. Raised by her grandparents, she later went to live with a 

brother in New Orleans, where she attended school and Straight College.



While still a young woman, Gaudet dedicated her life to prison reform. In 1894, she began 

holding prayer meetings for black prisoners. She wrote letters for them, delivered 

messages, and found them clothing. Later, she extended this ministry to white prisoners as 

well. Her dedication to the imprisoned and to penal reform won her the respect of prison 

officials, city authorities, the governor of Louisiana, and the Prison Reform Association.

In 1900, she was a delegate to the international convention of the Women’s Christian 

Temperance Union in Edinburgh, Scotland. Gaudet worked to rehabilitate young blacks 

arrested for misdemeanors or vagrancy, becoming the first woman to support young 

offenders in Louisiana. Her efforts helped to found the Juvenile Court. 

Deeply committed to the provision of good education, she eventually purchased a farm and 

founded the Gaudet Normal and Industrial School. In time, it expanded to more than 105 

acres, with numerous buildings, and also served as a boarding school for children with 

working mothers. Gaudet served as its principal until 1921, when she donated the institution

to The Episcopal Church in Louisiana. Though it closed in 1950, the Gaudet Episcopal 

Home opened in the same location four years later to serve African American children aged 

four to sixteen. 

Frances Joseph Gaudet died on December 30, 1934.

Let us pray: Merciful God, who raised up your servant Frances Joseph Gaudet to work for 

prison reform and the education of the forgotten and oppressed: Encourage us by her 

example and prayers to work for those denied the fullness of life, that all may experience 

your perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


