
Second Sunday after Christmas, January 2, 2022

The Collect: O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 

dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled 

himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:7-14 read from the Douay-Rheims Bible

7 For thus saith the Lord: Rejoice ye in the joy of Jacob, and neigh before the head of the 

Gentiles: shout ye, and sing, and say: Save, O Lord, thy people, the remnant of Israel.

8 Behold I will bring them from the north country, and will gather them from the ends of the 

earth: and among them shall be the blind, and the lame, the woman with child, and she that 

is bringing forth, together, a great company of them returning hither.

9 They shall come with weeping: and I will bring them back in mercy: and I will bring them 

through the torrents of waters in a right way, and they shall not stumble in it: for I am a 

father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the islands that are afar off, 

and say: He that scattered Israel will gather him: and he will keep him as the shepherd doth 

his flock.

11 For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and delivered him out of the hand of one that was 

mightier than he.

12 And they shall come, and shall give praise in mount Sion: and they shall flow together to 

the good things of the Lord, for the corn, and wine, and oil, and the increase of cattle and 

herds, and their soul shall be as a watered garden, and they shall be hungry no more.

13 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, the young men and old men together: and I will

turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them joyful after their sorrow.

14 And I will fill the soul of the priests with fatness: and my people shall be filled with my 

good things, saith the Lord.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Psalm 84 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *

       My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of

                                the Lord;

       my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house

   and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *

       by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,

       my King and my God.

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *

       they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *

       whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find

                                it a place of springs, *

       for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height, *

       and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *

       hearken, O God of Jacob.

8 Behold our defender, O God; *

       and look upon the face of your Anointed.

[9 For one day in your courts is better than

                                a thousand in my own room, *

       and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God

       than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; *

       he will give grace and glory;

11 No good thing will the Lord withhold *

       from those who walk with integrity.

12 O Lord of hosts, *

       happy are they who put their trust in you!]



Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a read from the English Standard Version Bible 

Anglicized

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 

predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 

will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

towards all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 

of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts 

enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness 

of his power towards us who believe, 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 or Luke 2:41-52 or Matthew 2:1-12 all will be read from

the New Revised Standard Version Bible Anglicized

Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child

and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of Herod.

This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I 

have called my son.’

19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt and said, 20 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and

his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling 



over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in

a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town 

called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He 

will be called a Nazorean.’

Luke 2:41-52

41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival 

was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 

parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a 

day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When 

they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they 

found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 

48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, ‘Child, why

have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

anxiety.’ 49 He said to them, ‘Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must

be in my Father’s house?’ 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he

went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 

treasured all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.

Matthew 2:1-12

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 

be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler



    who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 

the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently

for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.’ 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went

the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 4 we celebrate the life of Elizabeth Seton, Founder of the 

American Sisters of Charity. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Elizabeth Ann Seton was born in New York City on August 28, 1774. She was the founder of

the Sisters of Charity, the first community of sisters established in the United States.

Elizabeth Seton was reared in The Episcopal Church, her family having been loyalists 

during the American Revolution. From a young age, she desired to aid the sick and poor. In 

1795 she married William Seton, and their family came to include five children. During this 

time she also founded the Society for the Relief of Poor Widows with Small Children. In 

1801, the family business went bankrupt. In 1803, her husband showed the symptoms of 

tuberculosis, and they set sail for Italy in the hopes that the warm climate would cure his 

disease. The Italian authorities, fearing yellow fever, quarantined them in a cold stone 

hospital for the dying. William soon died and left Elizabeth a young widow with five children 

and few resources. While struggling with these losses, she was befriended by Roman 

Catholics and, as a result, was drawn to Roman Catholicism.

Returning to New York, she encountered bitter opposition from her Episcopalian family for 

her new religious leanings. With five children to support, she found herself alone and in 



financial straits. She turned to Roman Catholic clergy for support and, in 1805, she formally 

became a member of the Roman Catholic Church.

In 1806, she met Father Louis Dubourg, who wanted to start a congregation of women 

religious, patterned after the French Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul. In 1809 

Elizabeth took vows and became “Mother Seton” to a small community of seven women, 

known as the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, dedicated to teaching. The sisters were given

land in rural Maryland and, in 1810, they opened St. Joseph’s Free School to educate 

needy girls. The Sisters intertwined social ministry, education, and religious formation in all 

their varied works. Seton dispatched sisters to operate orphanages in Philadelphia and New

York City. Out of the pioneering work of Elizabeth Seton, five independent communities of 

the Sisters of Charity now exist, offering ministry and care for the most vulnerable.

Elizabeth Ann Seton remained the Mother of the Sisters of Charity until her death on 

January 4, 1821.

Let us pray: Holy God, you blessed Elizabeth Seton with your grace as wife, mother, 

educator, and founder, that she might spend her life in service to your people: Help us, by 

her example, to express our love for you in love of others; through Jesus Christ our 

Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.


