
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, Jan. 30

The Collect:  Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on 

earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 1:4-10 read from the Amplified Bible

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying,

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you [and approved of you as My chosen 

instrument],

And before you were born I consecrated you [to Myself as My own];

I have appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God!

Behold, I do not know how to speak,

For I am [only] a young man.”

7 But the Lord said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am [only] a young man,’

Because everywhere I send you, you shall go,

And whatever I command you, you shall speak.

8 “Do not be afraid of them [or their hostile faces],

For I am with you [always] to protect you and deliver you,” says the Lord.

9 Then the Lord stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me,

“Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.

10 “See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms,

To uproot and break down,

To destroy and to overthrow,

To build and to plant.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Psalm: Psalm 71:1-6 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; *

      let me never be ashamed.

2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; *

     incline your ear to me and save me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; *

     you are my crag and my stronghold.

4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, *

     from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.

5 For you are my hope, O Lord God, *

     my confidence since I was young.

6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born;

   from my mother’s womb you have been my strength; *

     my praise shall be always of you.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 read from the Christian Standard Bible

13 If I speak human or angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith so that I can move mountains but do not have love, I am 

nothing. 3 And if I give away all my possessions, and if I give over my body in order to boast

but do not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, 5 is not 

rude, is not self-seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 Love finds 

no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will

cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in 

part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was a child, 

I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 



put aside childish things. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror, but then face to 

face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, as I am fully known. 13 Now these three 

remain: faith, hope, and love—but the greatest of these is love.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 4:21-30 read from the English Standard Version Bible Anglicized

21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

22 And all spoke well of him and marvelled at the gracious words that were coming from his

mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you 

will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at 

Capernaum, do here in your home town as well.” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no 

prophet is acceptable in his home town. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows 

in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, 

and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only 

to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many 

lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only 

Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with 

wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of 

the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But 

passing through their midst, he went away. 

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On January 31 we celebrate the life of John Bosco, Priest. Read from 

A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

John Bosco was born on August 16, 1815, near Turin, Italy. His father died when he was 

two, leaving his mother to provide marginal subsistence for the family. He showed a 

remarkably sweet and kind disposition, which put him at odds with many of the boys with 

whom he grew up. When he was nine, he received a vision: Christ and the Blessed Virgin 

encouraged him to be kind, obedient, and hard-working and told him that, in doing so, a 

great future would be shown him. Bosco always counted this as the beginning of his 

vocation.



Bosco was fascinated by the traveling circuses which visited his region and went about 

learning to juggle, walk a tightrope, and do magic tricks. He put on local “shows,” which 

drew both children and adults. The “price” of admission to these exhibitions was time spent 

at the end of the show saying prayers together. With help from some patrons who 

recognized his intelligence and talent, he attended seminary, and, after ordination, he 

obtained an appointment as chaplain to a girls boarding school. Because of his teaching 

ministry, he was accorded the title “Don.”

Bosco was not satisfied ministering only to well-to-do young women. In time, every Sunday 

and feast day the campus filled up with local boys who came for catechism, basic schooling,

and supervised play. The raucous energy of the boys scandalized the school and Don 

Bosco was fired. In 1846 he was able to open an orphanage and put the new work under 

the patronage of St. Francis de Sales. With the help of an assistant priest and some 

seminarians he had groomed from among his boys, he formed the Salesian Order. This 

order, grudgingly admired by secular politicians, was recognized by the Pope and grew to 

include women religious, lay brothers, and dedicated laity, operating orphanages, vocational

schools, and nighttime primary schools for working people.

Don Bosco summed up his theory of education: “Every education teaches a philosophy by 

suggestion, implication, atmosphere. Every part has a connection with every other part. If it 

does not combine to convey some general view of life, it is not education at all.”

Don Bosco died in Turin on January 31, 1888.

Let us pray: Loving God, who tenderly cares for children and orphans: Fill us with love like 

that shown forth in the witness of John Bosco, that we may give ourselves completely to 

your service and to the salvation of all; through your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


