
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany, Feb. 13

The Collect:  O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our 

prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the 

help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and 

deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 17:5-10 read from the 21 Century version King James Bible

5 Thus saith the Lord: “Cursed be the man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh his arm, 

and whose heart departeth from the Lord.

6 For he shall be like the heat in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh, but shall 

inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.

7 “Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.

8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the 

river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be 

disquieted in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.”

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?

10 “I, the Lord, search the heart; I try the reins, even to give every man according to his 

ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 1 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *

       nor lingered in the way of sinners,

       nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *

       and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,

   bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *



       everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *

       they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *

       nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *

       but the way of the wicked is doomed.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 read from the Lexham English Bible

12 Now if Christ is preached as raised up from the dead, how do some among you say that 

there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, Christ 

has not been raised either. 14 But if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 

vain, and your faith is in vain. 15 And also we are found to be false witnesses of God, 

because we testified against God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if after all, 

then, the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised 

either. 17 But if Christ has not been raised, your faith is empty; you are still in your sins. 

18 And as a further result, those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If we 

have put our hope in Christ in this life only, we are of all people most pitiable.

20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26 read from The Message

17-21 Coming down off the mountain with them, he stood on a plain surrounded by 

disciples, and was soon joined by a huge congregation from all over Judea and Jerusalem, 

even from the seaside towns of Tyre and Sidon. They had come both to hear him and to be 

cured of their diseases. Those disturbed by evil spirits were healed. Everyone was trying to 

touch him—so much energy surging from him, so many people healed! Then he spoke:

You’re blessed when you’ve lost it all.

God’s kingdom is there for the finding.



You’re blessed when you’re ravenously hungry.

Then you’re ready for the Messianic meal.

You’re blessed when the tears flow freely.

Joy comes with the morning.

22-23 “Count yourself blessed every time someone cuts you down or throws you out, every 

time someone smears or blackens your name to discredit me. What it means is that the 

truth is too close for comfort and that that person is uncomfortable. You can be glad when 

that happens—skip like a lamb, if you like!—for even though they don’t like it, I do . . . and all

heaven applauds. And know that you are in good company; my preachers and witnesses 

have always been treated like this.

Give Away Your Life

24 But it’s trouble ahead if you think you have it made.

What you have is all you’ll ever get.

25 And it’s trouble ahead if you’re satisfied with yourself.

Your self will not satisfy you for long.

And it’s trouble ahead if you think life’s all fun and games.

There’s suffering to be met, and you’re going to meet it.

26 “There’s trouble ahead when you live only for the approval of others, saying what flatters 

them, doing what indulges them. Popularity contests are not truth contests—look how many

scoundrel preachers were approved by your ancestors! Your task is to be true, not popular.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On February 20, we celebrate the life of Frederick Douglass, Orator 

and Advocate for Truth and Justice. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Born as a slave in February 1818, Frederick Douglass was separated from his mother at the

age of eight and given by his new owner, Thomas Auld, to his brother and sister-in-law, 

Hugh and Sophia Auld. Sophia attempted to teach Frederick to read, along with her son, but

her husband put a stop to this, claiming, “it would forever unfit him to be a slave.” Frederick 

learned to read in secret, earning small amounts of money when he could and paying 

neighbors to teach him.



In 1838, Frederick Bailey (as he was then known) escaped and changed his name to 

Frederick Douglass. At the age of 14, he had experienced a conversion to Christ in the 

African American Episcopal Church, and his recollection of that tradition’s spiritual music 

sustained him in his struggle for freedom: “Those songs still follow me, to deepen my hatred

of slavery, and quicken my sympathies for my brethren in bonds.”

An outstanding orator, Douglass was sent on speaking tours in the Northern States 

sponsored by the American Anti-Slavery Society. The more renowned he became, the more

he had to worry about recapture. In 1845, he went to England on a speaking tour. His 

friends in America raised enough money to buy out his master’s legal claim to him, so that 

he could return to the United States in safety. Douglass eventually moved to New York and 

edited the pro-abolition journal North Star, named for the fleeing slave’s nighttime guide.

Douglass was highly critical of churches that did not disassociate themselves from slavery. 

Challenging those churches, he quoted Jesus’ denunciation of the Pharisees: “They bind 

heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they 

themselves will not move them with one of their fingers” (Matthew 23:4).

A strong advocate of racial integration, Douglass disavowed black separatism and wanted 

to be counted as equal among his white peers.

When he met Abraham Lincoln in the White House, he noted that the President treated him 

as a kindred spirit without one trace of condescension.

Douglass died in 1895.

Let us pray: Almighty God, we bless your Name for the witness of Frederick Douglass, 

whose impassioned and reasonable speech moved the hearts of people to a deeper 

obedience to Christ: Strengthen us also to speak on behalf of those in captivity and 

tribulation, continuing in the Word of Jesus Christ our Liberator; who with you and the Holy 

Spirit dwells in glory everlasting. Amen.


