
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany, Feb. 20

The Collect: O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: 

Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond

of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant 

this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 read from the Moderen English Version Bible

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 

not answer him, for they were dismayed in his presence.

4 Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come near to me,” and they came near. Then he 

said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 Now do not be upset or angry

with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 

6 For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are still five years in which

there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 God sent me ahead of you to preserve you as

a remnant on the earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

8 “So now it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh 

and lord of his entire household and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go 

up to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says, “God has made me lord

of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not delay. 10 And you will dwell in the land of Goshen, 

and you will be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, along with your 

flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there, for there are still five

years of famine to come, lest you and your household, and all that you have, come to 

poverty.” ’

15 Moreover he kissed all his brothers and wept on them. After that his brothers talked with 

him. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; *

       do not be jealous of those who do wrong.

2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, *

       and like the green grass fade away.

3 Put your trust in the Lord and do good; *

       dwell in the land and feed on its riches.

4 Take delight in the Lord, *

       and he shall give you your heart’s desire.

5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, *

       and he will bring it to pass.

6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light *

       and your just dealing as the noonday.

7 Be still before the Lord *

       and wait patiently for him.

8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, *

       the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; *

       do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil.

10 For evildoers shall be cut off, *

       but those who wait upon the Lord shall possess the land.

11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; *

       you shall search out their place, but they will not be there.

12 But the lowly shall possess the land; *

       they will delight in abundance of peace.

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; *

       he is their stronghold in time of trouble.

42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; *

       he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them,*

       because they seek refuge in him.



Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 read from the New American Standard Bible

35 But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? And with what kind of body do they 

come?” 36 You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies; 37 and that 

which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat 

or of something else. 38 But God gives it a body just as He wished, and to each of the 

seeds a body of its own. 

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an 

imperishable body; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 

raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural 

body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So also it is written: “The first man, Adam, became a 

living person.” The last Adam was a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but

the natural; then the spiritual. 47 The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is 

from heaven. 48 As is the earthy one, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the 

heavenly one, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 Just as we have borne the image of 

the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly.

50 Now I say this, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 

God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 read from the New Century Version Bible

27 “But I say to you who are listening, love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you, 

28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who are cruel to you. 29 If anyone slaps you 

on one cheek, offer him the other cheek, too. If someone takes your coat, do not stop him 

from taking your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and when someone takes 

something that is yours, don’t ask for it back. 31 Do to others what you would want them to 

do to you. 32 If you love only the people who love you, what praise should you get? Even 

sinners love the people who love them. 33 If you do good only to those who do good to you,

what praise should you get? Even sinners do that! 34 If you lend things to people, always 

hoping to get something back, what praise should you get? Even sinners lend to other 

sinners so that they can get back the same amount! 35 But love your enemies, do good to 



them, and lend to them without hoping to get anything back. Then you will have a great 

reward, and you will be children of the Most High God, because he is kind even to people 

who are ungrateful and full of sin. 36 Show mercy, just as your Father shows mercy.

37 “Don’t judge others, and you will not be judged. Don’t accuse others of being guilty, and 

you will not be accused of being guilty. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and you 

will receive. You will be given much. Pressed down, shaken together, and running over, it 

will spill into your lap. The way you give to others is the way God will give to you.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On February 25 we celebrate the life of John Roberts, Priest. Read 

from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

John Roberts was a priest and mission worker among the Shoshone and Arapahoe in 

Wyoming, where he worked tirelessly from his arrival in 1883 until his death in 1949.

Born March 31, 1853, and educated in Wales, Roberts served briefly in the Bahamas, 

where he was ordained to the priesthood in 1878, and as chaplain of St. Matthew Cathedral

worked among native Bahamians, especially in the leper colonies. Still, as most of his 

charges were Christian, his ministry there was largely pastoral; he yearned for a bigger 

challenge, the evangelical task of mission to the unbaptized. Shortly thereafter, on a visit to 

New York City, he contacted John Spalding, the missionary bishop of Wyoming and 

Colorado, asking for work among American Indians. Bishop Spalding sent Roberts to serve 

in Colorado initially, but, by 1883, he had made his way to Wyoming, where he began work 

among the Shoshone and Arapahoe tribes in the area that is now the Wind River 

Reservation. Roberts learned the languages of both tribes and made extensive notes on 

vocabulary that have been invaluable to later generations of scholars.

Roberts shared his work with Laura Brown, a wealthy woman he had met while serving in 

the Bahamas, where she served as cathedral organist. They married on the day of her 

arrival in Wyoming, Christmas Day 1884. Together they had six children, five of whom 

survived the harsh conditions, all of whom learned the tribal languages as well as English.



In 1887, after Roberts had established trusting relationships with the people, the Shoshone 

chief granted him land on which to build a mission school for girls to complement the nearby

government school for boys. In addition to the mission school, Roberts was responsible for 

starting more than six congregations in Wyoming.

Roberts’ zeal for Christian conversions was tempered by a deep respect for indigenous 

context. He believed it important to preserve the language, customs, and the ancient ways 

of the native peoples while proclaiming the gospel among them, inviting them to faith, 

establishing congregations, and serving their needs in the name of Jesus. He died on 

January 22, 1949

Let us pray: Almighty God, who raised up your servant John Roberts to be a witness 

among the Shoshone and Arapahoe peoples: May we, inspired by his example and prayers,

invite all people to the riches of your grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


