
Last Sunday after the Epiphany Transfiguration Sunday, Feb. 27

The Collect: O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory 

upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance,

may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to 

glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 34:29-35 read from the New International Version Bible

29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in 

his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the 

Lord. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were 

afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the 

community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came 

near him, and he gave them all the commands the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai.

33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever he 

entered the Lord’s presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And 

when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 they saw that 

his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to 

speak with the Lord.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 99 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The Lord is King;

   let the people tremble; *

       he is enthroned upon the cherubim;

       let the earth shake.

2 The Lord is great in Zion; *

       he is high above all peoples.

3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *



       he is the Holy One.

4 “O mighty King, lover of justice,

   you have established equity; *

       you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.”

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God

  and fall down before his footstool; *

       he is the Holy One.

6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,

  and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *

       they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *

       they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.

8 “O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *

       you were a God who forgave them,

       yet punished them for their evil deeds.”

9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God

  and worship him upon his holy hill; *

       for the Lord our God is the Holy One.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 read from the New Living Translation

12 Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be very bold. 13 We are not like 

Moses, who put a veil over his face so the people of Israel would not see the glory, even 

though it was destined to fade away. 14 But the people’s minds were hardened, and to this 

day whenever the old covenant is being read, the same veil covers their minds so they 

cannot understand the truth. And this veil can be removed only by believing in Christ. 

15 Yes, even today when they read Moses’ writings, their hearts are covered with that veil, 

and they do not understand.

16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 For the Lord is the 

Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had 

that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit



—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.

4 Therefore, since God in his mercy has given us this new way, we never give up. 2 We 

reject all shameful deeds and underhanded methods. We don’t try to trick anyone or distort 

the word of God. We tell the truth before God, and all who are honest know this.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 9:28-43a) read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and 

James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, the appearance

of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two 

men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his 

departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his 

companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his 

glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to 

Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for

Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was saying this, a cloud

came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35 Then 

from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36 When 

the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told 

no one any of the things they had seen.

37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 

38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my 

only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until 

he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. 40 I begged your disciples 

to cast it out, but they could not.” 41 Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse 

generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 

42 While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus 

rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And all were 

astounded at the greatness of God.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On March 4 we celebrate the life of Paul Cuffee, Witness to the Faith 

among the Shinnecock. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Born a member of the Shinnecock Tribe on March 4, 1757, Paul Cuffee was converted to 

Christianity in his early twenties. He was ordained in the Presbyterian Church and became 

a famous preacher and missionary to the native communities around the present-day 

Mastic Beach, at Hampton Bays, and at Montauk, all on Long Island, New York. Known as 

“Priest Paul,” Cuffee was instrumental in working for the survival of native tribes. He 

demonstrated particular gifts in bringing together a strong witness to the Christian faith in 

dialogue with those who held traditional native beliefs.

Paul Cuffee strengthened the permanent presence of Native Americans in the area by 

establishing prayer meeting grounds in several locations. These became safe havens for 

diplomatic talks and places where native people could practice spiritually. He was a faithful 

advocate for his people and their way of life. Among the fruits of his efforts was the 

development of many allies of European descent, thus helping to ensure that Native 

Americans on Long Island could retain what little land they had left. Part of Cuffee’s legacy 

can still be seen in the ceremonial “June Meeting” for the Shinnecock tribe that includes a 

Christian worship service, a tradition that continues to this day. Paul Cuffee is remembered 

for being a “most eloquent speaker” and is mentioned in Uncle Tom’s Cabin, the influential 

anti-slavery novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe.

Priest Paul is buried on a tiny plot of land at Canoe Place in Hampton Bays, his historic 

gravesite diminished by development on the Long Island Railroad. His descendants 

continue mission work in the area that is a direct result of Priest Paul’s efforts. His 

gravestone reads, “Erected by the New York Missionary Society, in memory of the Rev. Paul

Cuffee, an Indian of the Shinnecock tribe, who was employed by the Society for the last 

thirteen years of his life, on the eastern part of Long Island, where he labored with fidelity 

and success. Humble, pious and indefatigable in testifying the gospel of the grace of God, 

he finished his course with joy on the 7th of March, 1812, aged 55 years and 3 days.”

Let us pray: Almighty God, who empowers evangelists and preachers: Help us to proclaim 



your Word with power, like your servant Paul Cuffee, that more might come to a deeper life 

in you; in the Name of your Son Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


