
Third Sunday in Lent, March 20

The Collect: Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help 

ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be 

defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts 

which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 3:1-15 read from the Douay-Rheims Bible

3 Now Moses fed the sheep of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Madian: and he drove 

the flock to the inner parts of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, Horeb.

2 And the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he saw that

the bush was on fire and was not burnt.

3 And Moses said: I will go and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.

4 And when the Lord saw that he went forward to see, he called to him out of the midst of 

the bush, and said: Moses, Moses. And he answered: Here I am.

5 And he said: Come not nigh hither, put off the shoes from thy feet: for the place whereon 

thou standest is holy ground.

6 And he said: I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob. Moses hid his face: for he durst not look at God.

7 And the Lord said to him: I have seen the affliction of my people in Egypt, and I have 

heard their cry because of the rigour of them that are over the works:

8 And knowing their sorrow, I am come down to deliver them out of the hands of the 

Egyptians, and to bring them out of that land into a good and spacious land, into a land that 

floweth with milk and honey, to the places of the Chanaanite, and Hethite, and Amorrhite, 

and Pherezite, and Hevite, and Jebusite.

9 For the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me: and I have seen their affliction, 

wherewith they are oppressed by the Egyptians.

10 But come, and I will send thee to Pharao, that thou mayst bring forth my people, the 

children of Israel out of Egypt.

11 And Moses said to God: Who am I that I should go to Pharao, and should bring forth the 

children of Israel out of Egypt?



12 And he said to him: I will be with thee: and this thou shalt have for a sign, that I have 

sent thee: When thou shalt have brought my people out of Egypt, thou shalt offer sacrifice 

to God upon this mountain.

13 Moses said to God: Lo, I shall go to the children of Israel, and say to them: The God of 

your fathers hath sent me to you. If they should say to me: What is his name? what shall I 

say to them?

14 God said to Moses: I AM WHO AM. He said: Thus shalt thou say to the children of Israel:

HE WHO IS, hath sent me to you.

15 And God said again to Moses: Thus shalt thou say to the children of Israel: The Lord 

God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath 

sent me to you: This is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all generations.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 63:1-8 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; *

      my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,

      as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.

2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, *

      that I might behold your power and your glory.

3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *

      my lips shall give you praise.

4 So will I bless you as long as I live *

      and lift up my hands in your Name.

5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, *

      and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

6 When I remember you upon my bed, *

      and meditate on you in the night watches.

7 For you have been my helper, *

      and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

8 My soul clings to you; *

      your right hand holds me fast.



Epistle: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 read from the English Standard Version Bible 

Anglicized

10 For I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all 

passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 

3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank

from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with 

most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 

7 Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat 

and drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them 

did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as 

some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did 

and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an 

example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has 

come. 12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No 

temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 

you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 

escape, that you may be able to endure it.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 read from the God's Word Translation

13 At that time some people reported to Jesus about some Galileans whom Pilate had 

executed while they were sacrificing animals. 2 Jesus replied to them, “Do you think that 

this happened to them because they were more sinful than other people from Galilee? 3 No!

I can guarantee that they weren’t. But if you don’t turn to God and change the way you think

and act, then you, too, will all die. 4 What about those 18 people who died when the tower 

at Siloam fell on them? Do you think that they were more sinful than other people living in 

Jerusalem? 5 No! I can guarantee that they weren’t. But if you don’t turn to God and change

the way you think and act, then you, too, will all die.”

A Story about a Fruitless Tree

6 Then Jesus used this illustration: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard. He went to



look for fruit on the tree but didn’t find any. 7 He said to the gardener, ‘For the last three 

years I’ve come to look for figs on this fig tree but haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why 

should it use up good  soil?’⌞ ⌟

8 “The gardener replied, ‘Sir, let it stand for one more year. I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 

9 Maybe next year it’ll have figs. But if not, then cut it down.’ ”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On March 22 we celebrate te life of James De Koven Priest and 

Teacher. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

James De Koven was born in Middletown, Connecticut, on September 19, 1831, ordained 

by Bishop Kemper in 1855, and appointed professor of ecclesiastical history at Nashotah 

House. In addition, he administered a preparatory school and assisted at the Church of St. 

John Chrysostom in Delafield, Wisconsin.

Nashotah House was associated, from the time of its foundation, with many of the principles

of the Oxford Movement, above all in its emphasis on the sacramental life of the Church 

and the expression of devotion to the Eucharist—including such practices as bowing to the 

altar, at the name of Jesus, and before receiving Communion. In 1859, De Koven became 

Warden of Racine College at Racine, Wisconsin.

De Koven came to national attention at the General Conventions of 1871 and 1874, when 

the controversy over “ritualism” was at its height. In 1871, he asserted that the use of 

candles on the altar, incense, and genuflections were lawful, because they symbolized “the 

real, spiritual presence of Christ” which The Episcopal Church upheld, along with the 

Orthodox and the Lutherans. To the General Convention of 1874, De Koven expressed the 

religious conviction that underlay his churchmanship: “You may take away from us, if you 

will, every external ceremony; you may take away altars, and superaltars, lights and 

incense and vestments; . . . and we will submit to you. But, gentlemen . . . to adore Christ’s 

Person in his Sacrament—that is the inalienable privilege of every Christian and Catholic 

heart. How we do it, the way we do it, the ceremonies with which we do it, are utterly, utterly,

indifferent. The thing itself is what we plead for.”



Because of his advocacy of the “ritualist” cause, consents were not given to his 

consecration as Bishop of Wisconsin in 1874, and of Illinois in 1875.

Despite calls to serve at prominent parishes in New York City, Boston, Cincinnati, and 

Philadelphia, he remained in his post at Racine College, where his students admired him as

“a model of great learning, gracious manners, personal holiness, and extraordinary 

compassion.” He died there on March 19, 1879, and is buried on the grounds.

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, who led your servant James De Koven to honor

your presence at the altar, and constantly to point to your Christ: Grant that all ministers and

stewards of your mysteries may impart to your faithful people the knowledge of your 

presence and the truth of your grace; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


