
Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 3

The Collect: Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 

sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; 

that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed 

where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 43:16-21 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

16 Thus says the Lord,

    who makes a way in the sea,

    a path in the mighty waters,

17 who brings forth chariot and horse,

    army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,

    they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:

18 “Remember not the former things,

    nor consider the things of old.

19 Behold, I am doing a new thing;

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness

    and rivers in the desert.

20 The wild beasts will honor me,

    the jackals and the ostriches;

for I give water in the wilderness,

    rivers in the desert,

to give drink to my chosen people,

21     the people whom I formed for myself

that they might declare my praise. 

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people



Psalm 126 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *

       then were we like those who dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *

      and our tongue with shouts of joy.

3 Then they said among the nations, *

      “The Lord has done great things for them.”

4 The Lord has done great things for us, *

      and we are glad indeed.

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *

      like the watercourses of the Negev.

6 Those who sowed with tears *

      will reap with songs of joy.

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *

      will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Epistle: Philippians 3:4b-14 read from the Amplified Bible

4b If anyone else thinks that he has reason to be confident in the flesh [that is, in his own 

efforts to achieve salvation], I have far more: 5 circumcised when I was eight days old, of 

the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews [an exemplary Hebrew]; 

as to the [observance of the] Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to my zeal [for Jewish tradition], a 

persecutor of the church; and as to righteousness [supposed right living] which [my fellow 

Jews believe] is in the Law, I proved myself blameless.

7 But whatever former things were gains to me [as I thought then], these things [once 

regarded as advancements in merit] I have come to consider as loss [absolutely worthless] 

for the sake of Christ [and the purpose which He has given my life]. 8 But more than that, I 

count everything as loss compared to the priceless privilege and supreme advantage of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord [and of growing more deeply and thoroughly acquainted with 

Him—a joy unequaled]. For His sake I have lost everything, and I consider it all garbage, so

that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him [believing and relying on Him], not having



any righteousness of my own derived from [my obedience to] the Law and its rituals, but 

[possessing] that [genuine righteousness] which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 And this, so that I may know 

Him [experientially, becoming more thoroughly acquainted with Him, understanding the 

remarkable wonders of His Person more completely] and [in that same way experience] the 

power of His resurrection [which overflows and is active in believers], and [that I may share] 

the fellowship of His sufferings, by being continually conformed [inwardly into His likeness 

even] to His death [dying as He did]; 11 so that I may attain to the resurrection [that will 

raise me] from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained it [this goal of being Christlike] or have already been 

made perfect, but I actively press on so that I may take hold of that [perfection] for which 

Christ Jesus took hold of me and made me His own. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider that I have made it my own yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 

reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the [heavenly] 

prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 12:1-8 read from the Christian Standard Bible

12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany where Lazarus was, the one 

Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there; Martha was serving 

them, and Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took a 

pound of perfume, pure and expensive nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped his feet with 

her hair. So the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

4 Then one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot (who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why 

wasn’t this perfume sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He didn’t say 

this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief. He was in charge of the 

money-bag and would steal part of what was put in it.

7 Jesus answered, “Leave her alone; she has kept it for the day of my burial. 8 For you 

always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

The Gospel of the Lord



On April 3 we celebrate the life of Richard, Bishop of Chichester. Read from A Great 

Cloud of Withesses.

Born in Burford, Worcestershire, around 1197, Richard and his older brother Robert were 

quite young when their parents died, leaving a rich estate with a guardian to manage it. The 

guardian allowed the estate to dwindle, and Richard worked long hours to restore it.

Pressure was put on Richard to marry, but he, who from earliest years had preferred books 

to almost anything else, turned the estate over to his brother and went to Oxford. Often 

hungry, cold, and not always sure of his next day’s keep, Richard managed to succeed in 

his studies under such teachers as Robert Grosseteste.

He continued to study law at Paris and Bologna, earned a doctorate, and returned to Oxford

to become University Chancellor. Shortly afterward, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Edmund 

Rich, appointed him to be his own chancellor. The friendship between the primate and his 

young assistant was close: Richard also became his biographer. Conflict with King Henry III 

eventually forced Archbishop Rich into exile in France, where Richard nursed him in his final

illness. After the Archbishop’s death, Richard moved to the Dominican house at Orleans for 

further study and teaching. He was ordained priest in 1243.

He then returned to England, and was elected Bishop of Chichester in 1244. King Henry 

opposed the election, confiscated all the revenues of the diocese, and even locked Richard 

out of the episcopal dwelling. Richard was given lodging by a priest, Simon of Tarring. 

During these years he functioned as a missionary bishop, traveling about the diocese on 

foot, visiting fishermen and farmers, holding synods with great difficulty, and endeavoring to 

establish order. Threatened by the Pope, Henry finally acknowledged Richard as Bishop in 

1246.

For eight years, he served his diocese as preacher, confessor, teacher, and counselor. 

While campaigning in 1253, for a new crusade against the Saracens, he contracted a fatal 

fever. Nine years after his death, he was canonized. His best remembered words are:



Dear Lord, of thee three things I pray:

To see thee more clearly,

Love thee more dearly,

Follow thee more nearly.

Let us pray: We thank you, Lord God, for all the benefits you have given us in your Son 

Jesus Christ, our most merciful Redeemer, Friend, and Brother, and for all the pains and 

insults he has borne for us; and we pray that, following the example of your saintly bishop 

Richard of Chichester, we may see Christ more clearly, love him more dearly, and follow him

more nearly; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.


