
Easter Day April 17

The Collect: O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of 

the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant 

us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25 both read from New Revised Standard 

Version Anglicized

Acts 10:34 – 43

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 

35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ

—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 

the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 

by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and 

in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the

third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 

judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Isaiah 65: 17-25

For I am about to create new heavens

    and a new earth;

the former things shall not be remembered

    or come to mind.



18 But be glad and rejoice for ever

    in what I am creating;

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,

    and its people as a delight.

19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,

    and delight in my people;

no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,

    or the cry of distress.

20 No more shall there be in it

    an infant that lives but a few days,

    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;

for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,

    and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.

21 They shall build houses and inhabit them;

    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

22 They shall not build and another inhabit;

    they shall not plant and another eat;

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,

    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

23 They shall not labour in vain,

    or bear children for calamity;

for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—

    and their descendants as well.

24 Before they call I will answer,

    while they are yet speaking I will hear.

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,

    the lion shall eat straw like the ox;

    but the serpent—its food shall be dust!

They shall not hurt or destroy

    on all my holy mountain,

says the Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *

      his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let Israel now proclaim, *

      “His mercy endures for ever.”

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, *

      and he has become my salvation.

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *

      in the tents of the righteous:

16 “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *

      the right hand of the Lord is exalted!

      the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”

17 I shall not die, but live, *

      and declare the works of the Lord.

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *

      but he did not hand me over to death.

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *

      I will enter them;

      I will offer thanks to the Lord.

20 “This is the gate of the Lord; *

      he who is righteous may enter.”

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *

      and have become my salvation.

22 The same stone which the builders rejected *

      has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing, *

      and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 On this day the Lord has acted; *

      we will rejoice and be glad in it.



Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43 both will be read from the 

Easy to Read Version Bible

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

19 If our hope in Christ is only for this life here on earth, then people should feel more sorry 

for us than for anyone else.

20 But Christ really has been raised from death—the first one of all those who will be raised.

21 Death comes to people because of what one man did. But now there is resurrection from

death because of another man. 22 I mean that in Adam all of us die. And in the same way, 

in Christ all of us will be made alive again. 23 But everyone will be raised to life in the right 

order. Christ was first to be raised. Then, when Christ comes again, those who belong to 

him will be raised to life. 24 Then the end will come. Christ will destroy all rulers, authorities,

and powers. Then he will give the kingdom to God the Father.

25 Christ must rule until God puts all enemies under his control. 26 The last enemy to be 

destroyed will be death. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Acts 10:34-43

34 Peter began to speak: “I really understand now that God does not consider some people 

to be better than others. 35 He accepts anyone who worships him and does what is right. It 

is not important what nation they come from. 36 God has spoken to the people of Israel. He 

sent them the Good News that peace has come through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all 

people.

37 “You know what has happened all over Judea. It began in Galilee after John told the 

people they needed to be baptized. 38 You know about Jesus from Nazareth. God made 

him the Messiah by giving him the Holy Spirit and power. Jesus went everywhere doing 

good for people. He healed those who were ruled by the devil, showing that God was with 

him.

39 “We saw all that Jesus did in Judea and in Jerusalem. But he was killed. They put him 

on a cross made of wood. 40 But on the third day after his death, God raised him to life and 



let him be seen openly. 41 He was not seen by everyone, but only by us, the ones God had 

already chosen to be witnesses. We ate and drank with him after he was raised from death.

42 “Jesus told us to go and speak to the people. He told us to tell them that he is the one 

God chose to be the Judge of all who are living and all who have died. 43 Everyone who 

believes in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his name. All the prophets agree that 

this is true.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 both will be read from The New International 

Version Bible

John 20:1-18 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running 

to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the 

Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips 

of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went 

straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had 

been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the 

linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw 

and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the 

dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head 

and the other at the foot.

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 

14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it 

was Jesus.



15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have put him, and I will get him.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead 

to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.’”

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she 

told them that he had said these things to her.

The Gospel of the Lord

Luke 24:1-12

24 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they 

had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were 

wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside 

them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men 

said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has 

risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man 

must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised 

again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words.

9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the

others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with 

them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their 

words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. 

Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering 

to himself what had happened.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On April 17 we celebrate the life of Emily Cooper, Deaconess. Read 

from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Emily Cooper was admitted to the office of deaconess in June 1873, in a service at St. 

Mary’s Episcopal Church, Brooklyn, New York. A widow at age 44, she had gone to 

Brooklyn from her home in Louisville, Kentucky, for two years of training.

Soon after her commissioning, the Bishop of Kentucky, Benjamin Bosworth Smith, called 

Cooper to serve in her home diocese. In 1880, she was named director of the new Home of 

the Innocents, a Louisville home for neglected, unwanted, sick, and abused children. 

Founded by the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky, the home initially served as many as fifty 

children at a time.

Cooper found that many children brought to the home were abandoned there, unnamed. 

She gave each of these children Christian names and over the years assisted at the 

baptisms of 244 children. Many of the children arrived at the home already too sick to be 

saved, and their parents, if known, were too destitute to provide for their burials. Over 200 

of the children who died during Cooper’s decades of service were buried in unmarked 

graves in two large plots in Louisville’s Cave Hill Cemetery.

In 2005, the Home rediscovered the graves, and over the next four years, they identified the

deceased children. Statues placed at the grave sites now bear the names of the children 

and commemorate Cooper’s ministry.

Let us pray: God of the holy innocents, we thank you for the motherly witness of your 

deaconess Emily Cooper, who, in naming and baptizing, did not forget the children: Draw 

our hearts and minds also to the plight of little ones, always remembering your Son’s 

teaching that in receiving a little child in his name, we receive Christ himself, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Spirit, as one, caring for ever and ever. Amen.
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