
Second Sunday of Easter, April 24

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 

new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of 

Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 5:27-32 read from the New Living Translation

27 Then they brought the apostles before the high council, where the high priest confronted 

them. 28 “We gave you strict orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he said. 

“Instead, you have filled all Jerusalem with your teaching about him, and you want to make 

us responsible for his death!”

29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any human authority.

30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead after you killed him by hanging 

him on a cross. 31 Then God put him in the place of honor at his right hand as Prince and 

Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their sins and be forgiven. 32 We 

are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to those who 

obey him.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150 both will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of 

Common Prayer

Psalm 118

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, *

       and he has become my salvation.

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *

       in the tents of the righteous:

16 “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *

       the right hand of the Lord is exalted!



       the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”

17 I shall not die, but live, *

       and declare the works of the Lord.

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *

       but he did not hand me over to death.

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *

       I will enter them;

       I will offer thanks to the Lord.

20 “This is the gate of the Lord; *

       he who is righteous may enter.”

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *

       and have become my salvation.

22 The same stone which the builders rejected *

       has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing, *

       and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 On this day the Lord has acted; *

       we will rejoice and be glad in it.

25 Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! *

       Lord, send us now success.

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; *

       we bless you from the house of the Lord.

27 God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; *

       form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.

28 “You are my God, and I will thank you; *

       you are my God, and I will exalt you.”

29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *

       his mercy endures for ever.

Psalm 150

1 Hallelujah!

Praise God in his holy temple; *



      praise him in the firmament of his power.

2 Praise him for his mighty acts; *

      praise him for his excellent greatness.

3 Praise him with the blast of the ram’s-horn; *

      praise him with lyre and harp.

4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; *

      praise him with strings and pipe.

5 Praise him with resounding cymbals; *

      praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.

6 Let everything that has breath *

      praise the Lord.

      Hallelujah!

Epistle: Revelation 1:4-8 read from the New Revised Standard Version Anglicized

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 

seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and 

ever. Amen.

7 Look! He is coming with the clouds;

    every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him;

    and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.

So it is to be. Amen.



8 ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 20:19-31 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the 

disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.” 22 And when he had said this,

he breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of

any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 

25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 

see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and 

place my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The 

doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, “Peace be with you.” 

27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 

hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered him, 

“My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 

me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in

this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On April 27 Christina Rossetti Poet. Read from A Great Cloud of 

Witnesses

Christina Rossetti, among the more important poets of the nineteenth century, was born in 

1830 to a professor and his devout, evangelical wife. Her eldest sister, Maria, entered an 

Anglican convent, and her poet-painter brother, Dante, was a leading figure in the Pre-

Raphaelite movement of the nineteenth century. She suffered from poor health most of her 

life, being diagnosed variously with tuberculosis or angina and led a retiring, somewhat 

cloistered life. In spite of this she produced an enormous quantity of verse and was in lively 

and ongoing conversation with members of Dante’s “Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood.” She died

of cancer in 1894.

Mid-nineteenth century England, during the Industrial Revolution and the establishment of 

the British Empire, experienced enormous political and cultural change and social 

displacement. The old, agrarian society was being swept away by the movement to cities 

and the creation of a new middle class. Many people, even those who had greatly 

benefitted from these changes, were revolted by the ugliness and misery that attended 

urban slums and abandoned rural areas alike. One response was a nostalgic attempt to 

recover England’s mythic and legendary past. This produced a rather romantic interest in 

the medieval. “Gothic,” originally a derogatory term meaning rude or barbaric, became both 

a term of approval and a style of architecture and decoration that swept the country.

The Tractarian or Oxford Movement shared these concerns and protested against 

modernity by seeking a recovery of much of the doctrine and sacramental practice of the 

medieval church. Tractarian emphasis on the sacramental taught that the ordinary things of 

nature: water, oil, bread, and wine were the means of God’s grace and indeed God’s 

presence. They also taught that a life of personal holiness dedicated to the service of others

is the road to union with Christ.

Unlike some of the Pre-Raphaelites with whom she was in relationship, Rossetti embraced 

Christian faith and practice. Over five hundred of her poems were devotional. They were 

related to the liturgy, to the feasts and fasts of the liturgical year, and to biblical “dialogues” 

with Christ.



Let us pray: O God, whom heaven cannot hold, you inspired Christina Rossetti to express 

the mystery of the Incarnation through her poems: Help us to follow her example in giving 

our hearts to Christ, who is love; and who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.


