
Third Sunday of Easter, May 1

The Collect: O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the 

breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming 

work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) read from the Christian Standard Bible

9 Now Saul was still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord. He went

to the high priest 2 and requested letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that 

if he found any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring them as prisoners 

to Jerusalem. 3 As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven suddenly 

flashed around him. 4 Falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, 

why are you persecuting me?”

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul said.

“I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “But get up and go into the city, and

you will be told what you must do.”

7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the sound but seeing no 

one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing. 

So they took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9 He was unable to see for three 

days and did not eat or drink.

10 There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord said to him in a vision, 

“Ananias.”

“Here I am, Lord,” he replied.

11 “Get up and go to the street called Straight,” the Lord said to him, “to the house of Judas,

and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying there. 12 In a vision he has 

seen a man named Ananias coming in and placing his hands on him so that he may regain 

his sight.”

13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard from many people about this man, how much 

harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And he has authority here from the chief 

priests to arrest all who call on your name.”



15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for this man is my chosen instrument to take my name to 

Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”

17 Ananias went and entered the house. He placed his hands on him and said, “Brother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so 

that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

18 At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got 

up and was baptized. 19 And after taking some food, he regained his strength.

Saul was with the disciples in Damascus for some time. 20 Immediately he began 

proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues: “He is the Son of God.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm 30 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I will exalt you, O Lord,

  because you have lifted me up *

        and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, *

       and you restored me to health.

3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; *

       you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.

4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; *

        give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.

5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *

        his favor for a lifetime.

6 Weeping may spend the night, *

        but joy comes in the morning.

7 While I felt secure, I said,

  “I shall never be disturbed. *

        You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as

                           the mountains.”

8 Then you hid your face, *

        and I was filled with fear.



9 I cried to you, O Lord; *

        I pleaded with the Lord, saying,

10 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *

        will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; *

        O Lord, be my helper.”

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *

        you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *

        O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

Epistle: Revelation 5:11-14 read from the Douay-Rheims Bible

11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne, and the 

living creatures, and the ancients; and the number of them was thousands of thousands,

12 Saying with a loud voice: The Lamb that was slain is worthy to receive power, and 

divinity, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and benediction.

13 And every creature, which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such 

as are in the sea, and all that are in them: I heard all saying: To him that sitteth on the 

throne, and to the Lamb, benediction, and honour, and glory, and power, for ever and ever.

14 And the four living creatures said: Amen. And the four and twenty ancients fell down on 

their faces, and adored him that liveth for ever and ever.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 21:1-19 read from the English Standard Version Bible Anglicised

21 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he 

revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in

Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter 

said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out 

and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.



4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, 

“No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” 

So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 

7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, 

and threw himself into the sea. 8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full 

of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.

9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 

bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So 

Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And 

although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 

breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the 

Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This 

was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the

dead.

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He 

said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend 

my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter 

was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, 

“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 

18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk 

wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 

will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what

kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On May 7 we celebrate the life of Harriet Starr Cannon, Religious. 

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Harriet Starr Cannon founded the Community of St. Mary, the first religious order for women

formally recognized in The Episcopal Church.

Cannon was born in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1823 and was orphaned in 1824, when 

her parents died of yellow fever. She grew up with her only surviving sibling in Bridgeport, 

Connecticut, in the home of relatives. In 1851, Cannon entered the Sisters of the Holy 

Communion, an order founded by William Augustus Muhlenberg, Rector of the Church of 

the Holy Communion in New York City. The Sisters were heavily involved in the operation of

clinics and care facilities that would become St. Luke’s Hospital in the City of New York. 

During her years with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon served as a nurse.

Over time, Harriet Cannon yearned for a more traditional monastic form of religious life. 

When agreement could not be reached with the Sisters of the Holy Communion, Cannon 

and a small group of her sisters moved to form a new order. On the Feast of the 

Presentation, February 2, 1865, Horatio Potter, Bishop of the Diocese of New York, received

from Harriet Cannon and her sisters the traditional vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience,

at St. Michael’s Church in Manhattan. The sisters began life together as the Community of 

St. Mary, and Harriet Cannon became the Order’s first Superior.

The apostolate of The Community of St. Mary began with nursing and the care of women 

who had endured difficult circumstances. After time, however, Mother Cannon and her 

Sisters became increasingly committed to providing free schools for the education of young 

women in addition to their medical work. The Community continued to grow and developed 

schools for girls, hospitals, and orphanages in New York, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. 

Mother Cannon died April 5, 1896, at Peekskill, New York.

The Community of St. Mary played a critical role in response to the yellow fever epidemic in 

Memphis in the 1870’s. Sister Constance and her companions are remembered on 

September 9.



Let us pray: Gracious God, you called Harriet Starr Cannon and her companions to revive 

the religious life in The Episcopal Church and to dedicate their lives to you: Grant that we, 

after their example, may ever surrender ourselves to the revelation of your holy will; through

our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever

and ever. Amen.


