
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, July 17

The Collect: Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we 

ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us

those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; 

through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Amos 8:1-12 read from the Message

8 My Master God showed me this vision: A bowl of fresh fruit.

2 He said, “What do you see, Amos?”

I said, “A bowl of fresh, ripe fruit.”

God said, “Right. So, I’m calling it quits with my people Israel. I’m no longer acting as if 

everything is just fine.”

3 “The royal singers will wail when it happens.”

    My Master God said so.

“Corpses will be strewn here, there, and everywhere.

    Hush!”

4-6 Listen to this, you who walk all over the weak,

    you who treat poor people as less than nothing,

Who say, “When’s my next paycheck coming

    so I can go out and live it up?

How long till the weekend

    when I can go out and have a good time?”

Who give little and take much,

    and never do an honest day’s work.

You exploit the poor, using them—

    and then, when they’re used up, you discard them.

7-8 God swears against the arrogance of Jacob:

    “I’m keeping track of their every last sin.”

God’s oath will shake earth’s foundations,

    dissolve the whole world into tears.



God’s oath will sweep in like a river that rises,

    flooding houses and lands,

And then recedes,

    leaving behind a sea of mud.

9-10 “On Judgment Day, watch out!”

    These are the words of God, my Master.

“I’ll turn off the sun at noon.

    In the middle of the day the earth will go black.

I’ll turn your parties into funerals

    and make every song you sing a dirge.

Everyone will walk around in rags,

    with sunken eyes and bald heads.

Think of the worst that could happen

    —your only son, say, murdered.

That’s a hint of Judgment Day

    —that and much more.

11-12 “Oh yes, Judgment Day is coming!”

    These are the words of my Master God.

“I’ll send a famine through the whole country.

    It won’t be food or water that’s lacking, but my Word.

People will drift from one end of the country to the other,

    roam to the north, wander to the east.

They’ll go anywhere, listen to anyone,

    hoping to hear God’s Word—but they won’t hear it.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Old Testament: Genesis 18:1-10a read from the Message

18 1-2 God appeared to Abraham at the Oaks of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance

of his tent. It was the hottest part of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing. He 

ran from his tent to greet them and bowed before them.



3-5 He said, “Master, if it please you, stop for a while with your servant. I’ll get some water 

so you can wash your feet. Rest under this tree. I’ll get some food to refresh you on your 

way, since your travels have brought you across my path.”

They said, “Certainly. Go ahead.”

6 Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. He said, “Hurry. Get three cups of our best flour; 

knead it and make bread.”

7-8 Then Abraham ran to the cattle pen and picked out a nice plump calf and gave it to the 

servant who lost no time getting it ready. Then he got curds and milk, brought them with the 

calf that had been roasted, set the meal before the men, and stood there under the tree 

while they ate.

9 The men said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?”

He said, “In the tent.”

10 One of them said, “I’m coming back about this time next year. When I arrive, your wife 

Sarah will have a son.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 52 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness *  against the godly all day long?

2 You plot ruin; your tongue is like a sharpened razor, * O worker of deception.

3 You love evil more than good * and lying more than speaking the truth.

4 You love all words that hurt, * O you deceitful tongue.

5 Oh, that God would demolish you utterly, * topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling, 

and root you out of the land of the living!

6 The righteous shall see and tremble, * and they shall laugh at him, saying,

7 “This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, * but trusted in great wealth and relied 



upon wickedness.”

8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; * I trust in the mercy of God for ever 

and ever.

9 I will give you thanks for what you have done * and declare the goodness of your Name in

the presence of the godly.

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 15 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * who may abide upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * who speaks the truth from his 

heart.

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * he does not heap 

contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * but he honors those who fear the Lord.

5 He has sworn to do no wrong * and does not take back his word.

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * nor does he take a bribe against the 

innocent.

7 Whoever does these things * shall never be overthrown.

Epistle: Colossians 1:15-28 read from the Modern English Version Bible

15 He is the image of the invisible God and the firstborn of every creature. 16 For by Him all

things were created that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 

they are thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers. All things were created by Him 

and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is the 

head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that in all 

things He may have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all fullness 

should dwell, 20 and to reconcile all things to Himself by Him, having made peace through 

the blood of His cross, by Him, I say—whether they are things in earth, or things in heaven.

21 And you, who were formerly alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet 

now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and 



blameless and above reproach in His sight, 23 if you continue in the faith, grounded and 

settled, and are not removed from the hope of the gospel, which you have heard, and which

was preached to every creature which is under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become 

a servant.

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake and fill up in my flesh that which is lacking in 

the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church. 25 I have been made a

servant of it according to the commission of God, which has been given to me for you, to 

fulfill the word of God, 26 even the mystery which has been hidden from past ages and 

generations, but now is revealed to His saints. 27 To them God would make known what is 

the glorious riches of this mystery among the nations. It is Christ in you, the hope of glory, 

28 whom we preach, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we 

may present them perfect in Christ Jesus.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 read from the North American Standard Bible

38 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha 

welcomed Him into her home. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who was also seated at 

the Lord’s feet, and was listening to His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with all her 

preparations; and she came up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has 

left me to do the serving by myself? Then tell her to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered 

and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42 but only

one thing is necessary; for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away 

from her.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On July 18 we celebrate the life of Bartolomé de las Casas, Friar and 

Missionary to the Indies. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Bartolome de las Casas, “The Apostle of the Indies,” was a Dominican known for his 

defense of the rights and dignity of indigenous peoples in the Americas.



Las Casas was born in Seville, Spain, in 1484. He studied both theology and law at the 

University of Salamanca. As a lawyer, las Casas participated in an expedition in Hispaniola 

in 1502. As a reward, he was given an encomienda, a royal land grant populated with native

peoples of the West Indies. Disillusioned by the inhumanity of the colonial system, he began

to seek ways to reform it. Las Casas was ordained priest in 1507 in Rome but waited to 

celebrate his first mass in 1510 at Santo Domingo.

In December of 1511, the Dominican Antonio de Montesinos preached a fiery sermon 

implicating the colonists in the genocide of the Native peoples. Las Casas gave up his rights

to the encomienda and no longer possessed slaves; in his own preaching he urged other 

Spanish colonists to do likewise. Continuing his demand for change, he returned to Spain in

1515 to plead for justice from the Spanish government. The powerful archbishop of Toledo, 

who named him “Protector of the Indies,” took up his cause.

His passionate defense of the Natives before the Spanish Parliament persuaded the 

emperor, Charles V, to accept las Casas’s project of founding “towns of free Indians,” 

communities of both Spaniards and Native Americans who would jointly create a new 

civilization in the Americas; but the efforts were met with failure. After this, las Casas joined 

the Dominican order in 1523. Las Casas’s work seemed to be crowned with success in 

1542 when Charles V signed the “New Laws,” which required Spanish colonists to free 

Indians after a single generation. However, the laws were generally ignored.

Las Casas was made the first bishop of Chiapas, Mexico, in 1544, where he tried to 

implement the New Laws. In 1545, he decreed in a pastoral letter that all slave owners 

would be denied absolution unless they freed their slaves and returned their property to 

them. He renounced his bishopric after the repeal of the New Laws and returned to Spain in

1547. In 1550, he engaged in a public debate against the theologian Juan Gines de 

Seulvada who argued that war against the Native Americans and their enslavement was 

justified because of their inferiority. Las Casas argued for the full humanity of the Native 

peoples and advocated for peaceful evangelism. In 1552, he wrote his most famous work, A

Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies, a sensationalist expose of the oppression 

inflicted upon the peoples of the West Indies.



Las Casas lived his convictions with such zeal that he often seemed intolerant of others, but

he is remembered as a tireless advocate for justice for those oppressed by colonialism and 

an early proponent of universal human rights. 

Las Casas died in Madrid on July 18, 1566.

Let us pray: Eternal God, we give you thanks for the witness of Bartolome de las Casas, 

whose deep love for your people caused him to refuse absolution to those who would not 

free their Indian slaves. Help us, inspired by his example, to work and pray for the freeing of

all enslaved people of our world, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


