
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 24

The Collect: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and 

guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Hosea 1:2-10 read from the New Century Version Bible

2 When the Lord began speaking through Hosea, the Lord said to him, “Go, and marry an 

unfaithful woman and have unfaithful children, because the people in this country have 

been completely unfaithful to the Lord.” 3 So Hosea married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, 

and she became pregnant and gave birth to Hosea’s son.

4 The Lord said to Hosea, “Name him Jezreel, because soon I will punish the family of Jehu

for the people they killed at Jezreel. In the future I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel 

5 and break the power of Israel’s army in the Valley of Jezreel.”

6 Gomer became pregnant again and gave birth to a daughter. The Lord said to Hosea, 

“Name her Lo-Ruhamah, because I will not pity Israel anymore, nor will I forgive them. 7 But

I will show pity to the people of Judah. I will save them, but not by using bows or swords, 

horses or horsemen, or weapons of war. I, the Lord their God, will save them.”

8 After Gomer had stopped nursing Lo-Ruhamah, she became pregnant again and gave 

birth to another son. 9 The Lord said, “Name him Lo-Ammi, because you are not my people,

and I am not your God.

10 “But the number of the Israelites will become like the grains of sand of the sea, which no 

one can measure or count. They were called, ‘You are not my people,’ but later they will be 

called ‘children of the living God.’ 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Track 1 Psalm 85 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *

        you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *

        and blotted out all their sins.

3 You have withdrawn all your fury *

        and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; *

        let your anger depart from us.

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? *

        will you prolong your anger from age to age?

6 Will you not give us life again, *

        that your people may rejoice in you?

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, *

        and grant us your salvation.

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *

        for he is speaking peace to his faithful people

        and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *

        that his glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *

        righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *

        and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *

        and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before him, *

        and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

Track 2 Old Testament: Genesis 18:20-32 read from the New Century Version Bible

20 Then the Lord said, “I have heard many complaints against the people of Sodom and 



Gomorrah. They are very evil. 21 I will go down and see if they are as bad as I have heard. 

If not, I will know.”

22 So the men turned and went toward Sodom, but Abraham stood there before the Lord. 

23 Then Abraham approached him and asked, “Do you plan to destroy the good people 

along with the evil ones? 24 What if there are fifty good people in that city? Will you still 

destroy it? Surely you will save the city for the fifty good people living there. 25 Surely you 

will not destroy the good people along with the evil ones; then they would be treated the 

same. You are the judge of all the earth. Won’t you do what is right?”

26 The Lord said, “If I find fifty good people in the city of Sodom, I will save the whole city 

because of them.”

27 Then Abraham said, “Though I am only dust and ashes, I have been brave to speak to 

the Lord. 28 What if there are only forty-five good people in the city? Will you destroy the 

whole city for the lack of five good people?”

The Lord said, “If I find forty-five there, I will not destroy the city.”

29 Again Abraham said to him, “If you find only forty good people there, will you destroy the 

city?”

The Lord said, “If I find forty, I will not destroy it.”

30 Then Abraham said, “Lord, please don’t be angry with me, but let me ask you this. If you 

find only thirty good people in the city, will you destroy it?”

He said, “If I find thirty good people there, I will not destroy the city.”

31 Then Abraham said, “I have been brave to speak to the Lord. But what if there are 

twenty good people in the city?”



He answered, “If I find twenty there, I will not destroy the city.”

32 Then Abraham said, “Lord, please don’t be angry with me, but let me bother you this one

last time. What if you find ten there?”

He said, “If I find ten there, I will not destroy it.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 138 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *

        before the gods I will sing your praise.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple

  and praise your Name, *

        because of your love and faithfulness;

3 For you have glorified your Name *

        and your word above all things.

4 When I called, you answered me; *

        you increased my strength within me.

5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *

        when they have heard the words of your mouth.

6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *

        that great is the glory of the Lord.

7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *

        he perceives the haughty from afar.

8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *

        you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;

        your right hand shall save me.

9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *

        O Lord, your love endures for ever;

        do not abandon the works of your hands.



Epistle: Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) read from the New International Version Bible

6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 

7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 

with thankfulness.

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 

depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on 

Christ.

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have 

been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were

also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled 

by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with 

him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of 

God, who raised him from the dead.

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you

alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal 

indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to 

the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle 

of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a 

religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the 

things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who 

delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person also goes 

into great detail about what they have seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their 

unspiritual mind. 19 They have lost connection with the head, from whom the whole body, 

supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Gospel: Luke 11:1-13 read from the New Living Translation

11 Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his disciples came to 

him and said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

2 Jesus said, “This is how you should pray:

“Father, may your name be kept holy.

    May your Kingdom come soon.

3 Give us each day the food we need,

4 and forgive us our sins,

    as we forgive those who sin against us.

And don’t let us yield to temptation.”

5 Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this story: “Suppose you went to a 

friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, 6 ‘A 

friend of mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have nothing for him to eat.’ 7 And suppose 

he calls out from his bedroom, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is locked for the night, and my 

family and I are all in bed. I can’t help you.’ 8 But I tell you this—though he won’t do it for 

friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long enough, he will get up and give you whatever 

you need because of your shameless persistence.

9 “And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking,

and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone 

who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will 

be opened.

11 “You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? 12 Or if 

they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course not! 13 So if you sinful people 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give

the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”



Closing Prayer: On July 27 we celebrate the life of William Reed Huntington, Priest. 

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

“First presbyter of the Church,” was the well-deserved, if unofficial, title of the sixth rector of 

Grace Church, New York City. Huntington provided a leadership characterized by breadth, 

generosity, scholarship, and boldness. He was the acknowledged leader in the House of 

Deputies of The Episcopal Church’s General Convention during a period of intense stress 

and conflict within the Church. His reconciling spirit helped preserve the unity of The 

Episcopal Church in the painful days after the beginning of the schism, led by the Assistant 

Bishop of Kentucky, which resulted in the formation of the Reformed Episcopal Church.

In the House of Deputies, of which he was a member from 1871 until 1907, Huntington 

showed active and pioneering vision in making daring proposals. As early as 1871, his 

motion to revive the primitive order of “deaconesses” began a long struggle, which 

culminated in 1889 in canonical authorization for that order. Huntington’s parish immediately

provided facilities for this new ministry, and Huntington House became a training center for 

deaconesses and other women workers in the Church.

Christian unity was Huntington’s great passion throughout his ministry. In his book, The 

Church Idea (1870), he attempted to articulate the essentials of Christian unity. The grounds

he proposed as a basis for unity were presented to, and accepted by, the House of Bishops 

in Chicago in 1886, and, with some slight modification, were adopted by the Lambeth 

Conference in 1888. The “Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral” has become a historic landmark 

for the Anglican Communion. It is included on pages 876–878 of the Book of Common 

Prayer, among the Historical Documents of the Church.

In addition to his roles as ecumenist and statesman, Huntington is significant as a liturgical 

scholar. It was his bold proposal to revise the Prayer Book that led to the revision of 1892, 

providing a hitherto unknown flexibility and significant enrichment. His Collect for Monday in 

Holy Week, now used also for Fridays at Morning Prayer, is itself an example of skillful 

revision. In it he takes two striking clauses from the exhortation to the sick in the 1662 

Prayer Book, and uses them as part of a prayer for grace to follow the Lord in his sufferings.



Let us pray: O Lord our God, we thank you for instilling in the heart of your servant William 

Reed Huntington a fervent love for your Church and its mission in the world; and we pray 

that, with unflagging faith in your promises, we may make known to all people your blessed 

gift of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


