
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, August 21

The Collect: Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by 

your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 1:4-10 read from The God's Word Translation

4 The Lord spoke his word to me,

5 “Before I formed you in the womb,

I knew you.

Before you were born,

I set you apart for my holy purpose.

I appointed you to be a prophet to the nations.”

6 I, Jeremiah, said, “Almighty Lord, I do not know how to speak. I am only a boy!”

7 But the Lord said to me, “Don’t say that you are only a boy. You will go wherever I send 

you. You will say whatever I command you to say. 8 Don’t be afraid of people. I am with 

you, and I will rescue you,” declares the Lord.

9 Then the Lord stretched out his hand and touched my mouth. The Lord said to me,

“Now I have put my words in your mouth.

10 Today I have put you in charge of nations and kingdoms.

You will uproot and tear down.

You will destroy and overthrow.

You will build and plant.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 71:1-6 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; *



        let me never be ashamed.

2 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; *

        incline your ear to me and save me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; *

        you are my crag and my stronghold.

4 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, *

        from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor.

5 For you are my hope, O Lord God, *

        my confidence since I was young.

6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born;

  from my mother’s womb you have been my strength; *

        my praise shall be always of you.

Track 2 Old Testament: Isaiah 58:9b-14 read from the The God's Word Translation

9b Get rid of that yoke.

Don’t point your finger and say wicked things.

10 If you give some of your own food to feed  those who are hungry⌞ ⌟

and to satisfy the needs of  those who are humble,⌞ ⌟

then your light will rise in the dark,

and your darkness will become as bright as the noonday sun.

11 The Lord will continually guide you

and satisfy you even in sun-baked places.

He will strengthen your bones.

You will become like a watered garden

and like a spring whose water does not stop flowing.

12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins

and restore the foundations of past generations.

You will be called the Rebuilder of Broken Walls

and the Restorer of Streets Where People Live.

13 If you stop trampling on the day of rest

and doing as you please on my holy day,



if you call the day of rest a delight

and the Lord’s holy day honorable,

if you honor it by not going your own way,

by not going out when you want, and by not talking idly,

14 then you will find joy in the Lord.

I will make you ride on the heights of the earth.

I will feed you with the inheritance of your ancestor Jacob.

The Lord has spoken.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 103:1-8 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, *

        and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, *

        and forget not all his benefits.

3 He forgives all your sins *

        and heals all your infirmities;

4 He redeems your life from the grave *

        and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;

5 He satisfies you with good things, *

        and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.

6 The Lord executes righteousness *

        and judgment for all who are oppressed.

7 He made his ways known to Moses *

        and his works to the children of Israel.

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *

        slow to anger and of great kindness.

Epistle: Hebrews 12:18-29 read from Holman Christian Standard Bible

18 For you have not come to what could be touched, to a blazing fire, to darkness, gloom, 



and storm, 19 to the blast of a trumpet, and the sound of words. (Those who heard it 

begged that not another word be spoken to them, 20 for they could not bear what was 

commanded: And if even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned! 21 The 

appearance was so terrifying that Moses said, I am terrified and trembling.) 22 Instead, you 

have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God (the heavenly Jerusalem), to myriads 

of angels in festive gathering, 23 to the assembly of the firstborn whose names have been 

written in heaven, to God who is the Judge of all, to the spirits of righteous people made 

perfect, 24 to Jesus (mediator of a new covenant), and to the sprinkled blood, which says 

better things than the blood of Abel.

25 Make sure that you do not reject the One who speaks. For if they did not escape when 

they rejected Him who warned them on earth, even less will we if we turn away from Him 

who warns us from heaven. 26 His voice shook the earth at that time, but now He has 

promised, Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also heaven. 27 This 

expression, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what can be shaken—that is, created

things—so that what is not shaken might remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us hold on to grace. By it, we may serve God 

acceptably, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

The Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 read from the International Children's Bible

10 Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath day. 11 In the synagogue 

there was a woman who had an evil spirit in her. This spirit had made the woman a cripple 

for 18 years. Her back was always bent; she could not stand up straight. 12 When Jesus 

saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, your sickness has left you!” 13 Jesus put his

hands on her. Immediately she was able to stand up straight and began praising God.

14 The synagogue leader was angry because Jesus healed on the Sabbath day. He said to

the people, “There are six days for work. So come to be healed on one of those days. Don’t

come for healing on the Sabbath day.”



15 The Lord answered, “You people are hypocrites! All of you untie your work animals and 

lead them to drink water every day—even on the Sabbath day! 16 This woman that I healed

is our Jewish sister. But Satan has held her for 18 years. Surely it is not wrong for her to be 

freed from her sickness on a Sabbath day!” 17 When Jesus said this, all the men who were 

criticizing him were ashamed. And all the people were happy for the wonderful things Jesus

was doing.

The Gospel of the Lord

On August 25 we celebrate the life of Louis, King of France. Read from A Great Cloud

of Witnesses.

Louis IX was born at Poissy on April 25, 1214. His father, Louis VIII, died when Louis IX 

was 11 years old; he was crowned King at Rheims on November 29, 1226. His mother and 

regent, Blanche of Castile, inspired his early religious exercises of devotion and asceticism. 

At age 20, Louis married Margaret of Provence, who bore him 11 children, 9 of whom lived 

past infancy. Blanche remained a major influence on her son Louis IX until her death in 

1252.

A man of unusual purity of life and manners, he was sincerely committed to his faith and to 

its moral demands. Living simply, dressing plainly, visiting hospitals, helping the poor, and 

acting with integrity and honesty, Louis IX believed that the crown was given him by God 

and God would hold him accountable for his reign. 

During a campaign in 1242, King Louis became very ill. In an act customary of the piety and

politics of his time and culture, he vowed if he recovered that he would lead a Crusade 

against the Muslims. Leaving his mother Blanche in charge of the kingdom, Louis led the 

Seventh Crusade (1248-1254).After an unsuccessful struggle, including capture by 

Egyptian forces, Louis IX went home to France.

Back in France, Louis’s piety inspired his patronage of the arts and encouraged the spread 

of Gothic architecture. One of his most notable commissions is Sainte-Chapelle (“Holy 

Chapel”), erected as a shrine for the Crown of Thorns and a fragment of the True Cross, 



precious relics of the Passion of Jesus that Louis had purchased in 1239–41 for a sum 

twice the total cost of the chapel itself.

A deplorable aspect of medieval Christianity was its anti-semitism, and despite his attempts 

to cultivate holiness, Louis IX was complicit in official action against Jewish believers. Louis 

ordered the expulsion of all Jews engaged in usury and the confiscation of their property to 

finance his crusade. At the urging of Pope Gregory IX, Louis also ordered the burning in 

Paris in 1243 of some 12,000 manuscript copies of the Talmud and other Jewish books and

increased the power and authority of the Inquisition in France.

In 1270, Louis IX led the Eighth Crusade to Tunis. There, Louis developed “flux of the 

stomach” and died August 25, 1270.

Let us pray: O God, you called your servant Louis of France to an earthly throne that he 

might advance your heavenly kingdom, and gave him zeal for your Church and love for 

your people: Mercifully grant that we who commemorate him this day may be fruitful in good

works and attain to the glorious crown of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


