
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, August 28

The Collect:  Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in 

our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; 

and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 2:4-13 read from Lexham English Bible

4 Hear the word of Yahweh, O house of Jacob, and all the clans of the house of Israel. 

5 Thus says Yahweh:

“What injustice did your ancestors find in me

    that they were far from me,

and they went after the vanity,

    and they became vain?

6 And they did not say,

    ‘Where is Yahweh,

the one who brought us up from the land of Egypt,

    the one who led us in the desert,

in a land of desert plains and gorges,

    in a land of dryness and deep darkness,

in a land that no one passes through,

    and no human lives there?’

7 And I brought you to the land of the orchard,

    to eat its fruit, and its good things.

But you entered and defiled my land,

    and my inheritance you made a detestable thing.

8 The priests did not say, ‘Where is Yahweh?’

    and those who handle the law did not know me,

and the shepherds have rebelled against me,

    and the prophets prophesied by Baal,

and they went after things which do not profit.



9 Therefore I again bring a lawsuit against you,” declares Yahweh,

    “and with your children I bring a lawsuit.

10 For go over to the coasts of Cyprus and look,

    and send to Kedar and consider very closely,

    and see if there has been a thing like this:

11 Has a nation exchanged gods? And they are not gods!

    But my people have exchanged their glory for that which does not profit.

12 Be appalled, O heavens, at this, and shudder;

    be utterly desolate,” declares Yahweh.

13 “For my people have committed two evils:

    they have forsaken me, the source of living water,

    to hew out for themselves cisterns, cracked cisterns that can hold no water.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 81:1, 10-16 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Sing with joy to God our strength *

        and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.

10 I am the Lord your God,

       who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, *

      “Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice, *

       and Israel would not obey me.

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, *

       to follow their own devices.

13 Oh, that my people would listen to me! *

       that Israel would walk in my ways!

14 I should soon subdue their enemies *

       and turn my hand against their foes.

15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, *

       and their punishment would last for ever.

16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *



       and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

Track 2 Old Testament: Sirach 10:12-18  read from the New Revised Standard Version

Bible

The beginning of human pride is to forsake the Lord;

    the heart has withdrawn from its Maker.

13 For the beginning of pride is sin,

    and the one who clings to it pours out abominations.

Therefore the Lord brought upon them unheard-of calamities

    and destroyed them completely.

14 The Lord overthrew the thrones of rulers

    and enthroned the lowly in their place.

15 The Lord plucked up the roots of the nations

    and planted the humble in their place.

16 The Lord laid waste the lands of the nations

    and destroyed them to the foundations of the earth.

17 He removed some of them and destroyed them

    and erased the memory of them from the earth.

18 Pride was not created for human beings

    or violent anger for those born of women. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Old Testament Proverbs 25: 6-7 read from the Lexham English Bible

6 Do not promote yourself before the king,

    and in the place of the great ones do not stand.

7 For it is better that he say to you, “Ascend here,”

    than he humble you before a noble.

What your eyes have seen, 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Track 2 Psalm 112 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

  Happy are they who fear the Lord *

        and have great delight in his commandments!

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *

        the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, *

        and their righteousness will last for ever.

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *

        the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending *

        and to manage their affairs with justice.

6 For they will never be shaken; *

        the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *

        their heart is right;

        they put their trust in the Lord.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, *

        until they see their desire upon their enemies.

9 They have given freely to the poor, *

        and their righteousness stands fast for ever;

        they will hold up their head with honor.

10 The wicked will see it and be angry;

    they will gnash their teeth and pine away; *

        the desires of the wicked will perish.

Epistle: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 read from The Message

13 1-4 Stay on good terms with each other, held together by love. Be ready with a meal or a

bed when it’s needed. Why, some have extended hospitality to angels without ever knowing

it! Regard prisoners as if you were in prison with them. Look on victims of abuse as if what 

happened to them had happened to you. Honor marriage, and guard the sacredness of 



sexual intimacy between wife and husband. God draws a firm line against casual and illicit 

sex.

5-6 Don’t be obsessed with getting more material things. Be relaxed with what you have. 

Since God assured us, “I’ll never let you down, never walk off and leave you,” we can boldly

quote,

God is there, ready to help;

I’m fearless no matter what.

Who or what can get to me?

7-8 Appreciate your pastoral leaders who gave you the Word of God. Take a good look at 

the way they live, and let their faithfulness instruct you, as well as their truthfulness. There 

should be a consistency that runs through us all. For Jesus doesn’t change—yesterday, 

today, tomorrow, he’s always totally himself.

15 Let’s take our place outside with Jesus, no longer pouring out the sacrificial blood of 

animals but pouring out sacrificial praises from our lips to God in Jesus’ name.

16 Make sure you don’t take things for granted and go slack in working for the common 

good; share what you have with others. God takes particular pleasure in acts of worship—a 

different kind of “sacrifice”—that take place in kitchen and workplace and on the streets.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14 read from The Modern English Version Bible

14:1 On the Sabbath they watched Him as He went into the house of one of the leaders of 

the Pharisees to eat bread. 

7 When He marked how they chose the seats of honor, He told a parable to those who were

invited, saying to them, 8 “When you are invited by any man to a wedding banquet, do not 

sit down in a seat of honor, lest a more honorable man than you be invited by him; 9 and he 

who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give this man the seat,’ and then you will 

begin with shame to take the lowest seat. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down in 

the lowest seat, so that when he who invited you comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, go up 

higher.’ Then you will have respect in the presence of those who sit at dinner with you. 



11 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 

exalted.”

12 Then He said also to the one who invited Him, “When you prepare a dinner or a supper, 

do not call your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or your rich neighbors, lest they 

also invite you in return, and you be repaid. 13 But when you prepare a banquet, call the 

poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, for they cannot repay 

you. You shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On August 30 we celebrate the life of Charles Chapman Grafton 

Bishop of Fond du Lac, and Ecumenist. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Under the influence of the Oxford and Cambridge Movements, Charles Chapman Grafton 

became a major figure in the renewal of liturgical life in The Episcopal Church.

Grafton was born April 12, 1830, in Boston, and attended Harvard Law School. He was 

confirmed at Church of the Advent—then a leading parish implementing the principles of the

Oxford Movement—where he began seriously to explore his vocation. After graduation, he 

moved to Maryland to study with the Tractarian Bishop William Whittington, who eventually 

ordained him deacon on December 23, 1855, and priest on May 30, 1858.

Grafton served a number of parishes in Maryland but experienced a growing attraction to 

the religious life. In 1865, he left for England specifically to meet a leading proponent of the 

Oxford Movement, Edward Bouverie Pusey. In the following year, after a series of meetings 

held at All Saints, Margaret Street, in London, Grafton and two others took religious vows 

and the Society of St. John the Evangelist had its beginning. Grafton returned to America in 

1872 and was elected fourth Rector of the Church of the Advent, Boston. In 1882, he 

founded the Sisterhood of the Holy Nativity based in Ripon, Wisconsin.

In 1888, Grafton was elected second bishop of Fond du Lac. His consent process was 

difficult, as many thought him too ritualistic, but he soon became known not only as an 



Anglo-Catholic but also as an ecumenist, deeply committed to improving relations with the 

Orthodox and Old Catholics.

Perhaps the most famous event during Grafton’s long episcopate was the ordination of his 

eventual successor as bishop co-adjutor in 1900. He invited the Russian Orthodox Bishop 

Tikhon and the Old Catholic Bishop Anthony Kozlowski to participate. The service stirred up 

furor across the country with the publication of a photograph (called derisively “The Fond du

Lac Circus”) that showed all eight Episcopal bishops and the two visiting bishops in cope 

and miter. It caused a church-wide controversy over ritual and vestments that lasted for 

more than six months, with accusations and threats of ecclesiastical trial flying from all 

corners, and with scurrilous attacks and virulent justifications. When the dust finally settled, 

the legitimacy of traditional catholic ritual and vestments had gained a permanent place in 

the liturgy of The Episcopal Church.

Bishop Grafton died August 30, 1912.

Let us pray: Loving God, you called Charles Chapman Grafton to be a bishop in your 

Church and endowed him with a burning zeal for souls: Grant that, following his example, 

we may ever live for the extension of your kingdom, that your glory may be the chief end of 

our lives, your will the law of our conduct, your love the motive of our actions, and Christ’s 

life the model and mold of our own; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, throughout all ages. Amen.


