
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 4

The Collect: Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist 

the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their 

boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 18:1-11 read from New American Standard Bible

18 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 “Arise and go down to the 

potter’s house, and there I will announce My words to you.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s

house, and there he was, making something on the wheel. 4 But the vessel that he was 

making of clay was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as

it pleased the potter to make.

5 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 6 “Am I not able, house of Israel, to deal 

with you as this potter does?” declares the Lord. “Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, 

so are you in My hand, house of Israel. 7 At one moment I might speak concerning a nation 

or concerning a kingdom to uproot it, to tear it down, or to destroy it; 8 if that nation against 

which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I planned to bring on 

it. 9 Or at another moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to 

build up or to plant it; 10 if it does evil in My sight by not obeying My voice, then I will relent 

of the good with which I said that I would bless it. 11 So now, speak to the men of Judah 

and against the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, ‘This is what the Lord says: “Behold, I am 

forming a disaster against you and devising a plan against you. Now turn back, each of you 

from his evil way, and correct your ways and your deeds!”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *



        you know my sitting down and my rising up;

        you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *

        and are acquainted with all my ways.

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *

        but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

4 You press upon me behind and before *

        and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *

        it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; *

        you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; *

        your works are wonderful, and I know it well.

14 My body was not hidden from you, *

        while I was being made in secret

        and woven in the depths of the earth.

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;

    all of them were written in your book; *

        they were fashioned day by day,

        when as yet there was none of them.

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *

        how great is the sum of them!

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number

                              than the sand; *

        to count them all, my life span would need to

                              be like yours.

Track 2 Old Testament: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 read from The North American 

Standard Bible

15 “See, I have placed before you today life and happiness, and death and adversity, 16 in 



that I am commanding you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep

His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, so that you may live and become 

numerous, and that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to 

take possession of it. 17 But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but allow 

yourself to be led astray and you worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you 

today that you will certainly perish. You will not prolong your days in the land where you are 

crossing the Jordan to enter and take possession of it. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness

against you today, that I have placed before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. 

So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, 20 by loving the Lord 

your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding close to Him; for this is your life and the 

length of your days, so that you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 1 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of

                           the wicked, *

        nor lingered in the way of sinners,

        nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *

        and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,

  bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *

        everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *

        they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when

                           judgment comes, *

        nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,

        but the way of the wicked is doomed.



Epistle: Philemon 1-21 read from the New Century Version Bible

1 From Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and from Timothy, our brother.

To Philemon, our dear friend and worker with us; 2 to Apphia, our sister; to Archippus, a 

worker with us; and to the church that meets in your home:

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about the 

love you have for all God’s holy people and the faith you have in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray 

that the faith you share may make you understand every blessing we have in Christ. 7 I 

have great joy and comfort, my brother, because the love you have shown to God’s people 

has refreshed them.

8 So, in Christ, I could be bold and order you to do what is right. 9 But because I love you, I 

am pleading with you instead. I, Paul, an old man now and also a prisoner for Christ Jesus, 

10 am pleading with you for my child Onesimus, who became my child while I was in prison.

11 In the past he was useless to you, but now he has become useful for both you and me.

12 I am sending him back to you, and with him I am sending my own heart. 13 I wanted to 

keep him with me so that in your place he might help me while I am in prison for the Good 

News. 14 But I did not want to do anything without asking you first so that any good you do 

for me will be because you want to do it, not because I forced you. 15 Maybe Onesimus 

was separated from you for a short time so you could have him back forever— 16 no longer

as a slave, but better than a slave, as a loved brother. I love him very much, but you will 

love him even more, both as a person and as a believer in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome Onesimus as you would welcome me. 18 If 

he has done anything wrong to you or if he owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, 

Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back, and I will say nothing about what 

you owe me for your own life. 20 So, my brother, I ask that you do this for me in the Lord: 

Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 I write this letter, knowing that you will do what I ask you and 

even more.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 read from the New International Version Bible

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—

yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not 

carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the 

cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and 

are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began

to build and wasn’t able to finish.’

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and

consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him 

with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a 

long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not 

give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On September 10 we celebrate the life of Alexander Crummell, priest. 

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Born March 3, 1819, in New York City, Alexander Crummell struggled against racism all his 

life. As a young man of color, he was driven out of an academy in New Hampshire, 

dismissed as a candidate for Holy Orders in New York, and rejected for admittance to 

General Seminary. Ordained in 1844 as a priest in the Diocese of Massachusetts, he left for

England after being excluded from participating in diocesan convention.

After receiving a degree from Cambridge University, he went to Liberia as a missionary. 

Africans, Crummell believed, possessed a “warm, emotional, and impulsive energy,” which 

in America had been corrupted by oppression. A model Christian republic seemed possible 

in Liberia. European education and technology, combined with traditional African communal 

culture, and undergirded by a national Episcopal Church headed by a black bishop, was the



vision espoused by Crummell. He traveled extensively in the United States urging blacks to 

emigrate to Liberia and support the work of the Church there.

On returning to Liberia, he worked to establish a national Episcopal Church. Political 

opposition and a loss of funding finally forced him to return to the United States, where he 

concentrated his efforts on establishing a strong urban presence of independent black 

congregations that would be centers of worship, education, and social service. When 

Southern bishops proposed that a separate missionary district be created for black 

congregations, Crummell created a national convocation to defeat the proposal. The Union 

of Black Episcopalians is an outgrowth of that organization.

Crummell’s ministry spanned more than half a century and three continents. Everywhere, at

all times, he labored to prepare black people and to build institutions that would serve them 

and provide scope for the exercises of their gifts in leadership and creativity. His faith in 

God, his perseverance in spite of repeated discouragement, his perception that the Church 

transcended the racism and limited vision of its leaders, and his unfailing belief in the 

goodness and greatness of black people are the legacy of this African American pioneer.

He died in Red Bank, New Jersey, in 1898.

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your servant Alexander 

Crummell, whom you called to preach the gospel to those who were far off and to those 

who were near. Raise up, in this and every land, evangelists and heralds of your kingdom, 

that your Church may proclaim the unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


