
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 11

The Collect: O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant 

that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 read from the New Living Translation

11 The time is coming when the Lord will say

    to the people of Jerusalem,

“My dear people, a burning wind is blowing in from the desert,

    and it’s not a gentle breeze useful for winnowing grain.

12 It is a roaring blast sent by me!

    Now I will pronounce your destruction!” 

22 “My people are foolish

    and do not know me,” says the Lord.

“They are stupid children

    who have no understanding.

They are clever enough at doing wrong,

    but they have no idea how to do right!”

23 I looked at the earth, and it was empty and formless.

    I looked at the heavens, and there was no light.

24 I looked at the mountains and hills,

    and they trembled and shook.

25 I looked, and all the people were gone.

    All the birds of the sky had flown away.

26 I looked, and the fertile fields had become a wilderness.

    The towns lay in ruins,

    crushed by the Lord’s fierce anger.

27 This is what the Lord says:

“The whole land will be ruined,



    but I will not destroy it completely.

28 The earth will mourn

    and the heavens will be draped in black

because of my decree against my people.

    I have made up my mind and will not change it.”

Hear what the spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 14 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” *

        All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;

        there is none who does any good.

2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, *

        to see if there is any who is wise,

        if there is one who seeks after God.

3 Every one has proved faithless;

  all alike have turned bad; *

        there is none who does good; no, not one.

4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers *

        who eat up my people like bread

        and do not call upon the Lord?

5 See how they tremble with fear, *

        because God is in the company of the righteous.

6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, *

        but the Lord is their refuge.

7 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! *

        when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,

        Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.

Track 2 Old Testament: Exodus 32:7-14 read from the New Living Translation

7 The Lord told Moses, “Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people whom you brought from



the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 8 How quickly they have turned away from 

the way I commanded them to live! They have melted down gold and made a calf, and they 

have bowed down and sacrificed to it. They are saying, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who

brought you out of the land of Egypt.’”

9 Then the Lord said, “I have seen how stubborn and rebellious these people are. 10 Now 

leave me alone so my fierce anger can blaze against them, and I will destroy them. Then I 

will make you, Moses, into a great nation.”

11 But Moses tried to pacify the Lord his God. “O Lord!” he said. “Why are you so angry with

your own people whom you brought from the land of Egypt with such great power and such 

a strong hand? 12 Why let the Egyptians say, ‘Their God rescued them with the evil 

intention of slaughtering them in the mountains and wiping them from the face of the earth’?

Turn away from your fierce anger. Change your mind about this terrible disaster you have 

threatened against your people! 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

You bound yourself with an oath to them, saying, ‘I will make your descendants as 

numerous as the stars of heaven. And I will give them all of this land that I have promised to

your descendants, and they will possess it forever.’”

14 So the Lord changed his mind about the terrible disaster he had threatened to bring on 

his people.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 51:1-11 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your

                            loving-kindness; *

        in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness *

        and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions, *

        and my sin is ever before me.



4 Against you only have I sinned *

        and done what is evil in your sight.

5 And so you are justified when you speak *

        and upright in your judgment.

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *

        a sinner from my mother’s womb.

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *

        and will make me understand wisdom secretly.

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *

        wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, *

        that the body you have broken may rejoice.

10 Hide your face from my sins *

        and blot out all my iniquities.

11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *

        and renew a right spirit within me.

Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 read from New Revised Standard Version Bible

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a 

blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted

ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love

that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very 

reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the 

utmost patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 

17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and

ever. Amen. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Gospel: Luke 15:1-10 read from the New Revised Standard Version Bible Anglicized

15 Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.’

3 So he told them this parable: 4 ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one

of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost 

until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And 

when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, 

“Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be 

more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people 

who need no repentance.

8 ‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that

I had lost.” 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 

sinner who repents.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On September 11 we celebrate the life of Harry Thacker Burleigh, 

Composer. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Henry (Harry) Thacker Burleigh was an American singer, composer, and arranger who did 

more than anyone else up to his time to make available the riches of the American Negro 

spiritual to vast audiences.

Burleigh was born in Erie, Pennsylvania, in 1866. His grandfather, Hamilton Waters, had 

been a slave who had been blinded by a savage beating but passed along old songs by 

singing them to his grandson, Harry. Burleigh had a natural voice for singing and sang when

and where he could. In 1892, with some difficulty, he won admission to the National 

Conservatory of Music, where he studied voice and music theory. Although never directly a 



pupil of Antonin Dvo˘rak, the director of the Conservatory at the time, he worked for Dvo˘rak

copying orchestral parts. It was Burleigh who suggested to Dvo˘rak some of the themes that

would become Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9: From the New World.

To support himself while at Conservatory, Burleigh became the baritone soloist at St. 

George’s Episcopal Church in New York City. The presence of a black man in the choir 

initially caused dissension, but it died down when J. Pierpont Morgan, a member of the 

parish, took a clear stand on the matter. Even after gaining other employment and 

becoming a successful composer, Burleigh continued to sing in the choir at St. George’s for 

many years and became a beloved part of the congregation.

Burleigh composed original music, mostly for voice, and was a well respected arranger and 

music editor in New York. His art songs were musical settings of the poetry of such great 

African American poets as Langston Hughes and James Weldon Johnson, among others. 

His greatest achievement, and that for which he will always be celebrated, was recovering 

and arranging many Negro spirituals for solo voice and piano so that they could be widely 

heard on the concert stage. Various choral versions of the spirituals had been well known in

the black churches, but it was Burleigh’s arrangements that made this distinctively American

music available to the masses.

Burleigh died on September 12, 1949

Let us pray: God, our strong deliverer: We bless your Name for the grace given to Harry 

Thacker Burleigh, who lifted up in song the struggles of your people. Let that Spirit of love 

which spurred him draw us and your whole Church to raise our distinct voices into one great

harmony of praise; through the same Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 

and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


