
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Sept. 18

The Collect: Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 

heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold 

fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 read from the World English Bible

18 Oh that I could comfort myself against sorrow! 

My heart is faint within me. 

19  Behold, the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people from a land that is very far off: 

“Isn’t Yahweh in Zion? 

Isn’t her King in her?” 

  

“Why have they provoked me to anger with their engraved images, 

and with foreign idols?” 

  

20 “The harvest is past. 

The summer has ended, 

and we are not saved.” 

  

21  For the hurt of the daughter of my people, I am hurt. 

I mourn. 

Dismay has taken hold of me. 

22  Is there no balm in Gilead? 

Is there no physician there? 

Why then isn’t the health of the daughter of my people recovered? 

9:1  Oh that my head were waters, 

and my eyes a spring of tears, 

that I might weep day and night 



for the slain of the daughter of my people! 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 79:1-9 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

1 O God, the heathen have come into your inheritance;

   they have profaned your holy temple; *

         they have made Jerusalem a heap of rubble.

2 They have given the bodies of your servants as food for the

                             birds of the air, *

        and the flesh of your faithful ones to the beasts

                             of the field.

3 They have shed their blood like water on every side

                             of Jerusalem, *

        and there was no one to bury them.

4 We have become a reproach to our neighbors, *

        an object of scorn and derision to those around us.

5 How long will you be angry, O Lord? *

        will your fury blaze like fire for ever?

6 Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who have not

                            known you *

        and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon

                            your Name.

7 For they have devoured Jacob *

        and made his dwelling a ruin.

8 Remember not our past sins;

  let your compassion be swift to meet us; *

        for we have been brought very low.

9 Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your Name; *

        deliver us and forgive us our sins, for your Name’s sake.



Track 2 Old Testament: Amos 8:4-7 read from the World English Bible

4  Hear this, you who desire to swallow up the needy, 

and cause the poor of the land to fail, 

5  saying, ‘When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell grain? 

And the Sabbath, that we may market wheat, 

making the ephah* small, and the shekel† large, 

and dealing falsely with balances of deceit; 

6  that we may buy the poor for silver, 

and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

and sell the sweepings with the wheat?’ ” 

7  Yahweh has sworn by the pride of Jacob, 

“Surely I will never forget any of their works. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 113 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

  Give praise, you servants of the Lord; *

        praise the Name of the Lord.

2 Let the Name of the Lord be blessed, *

        from this time forth for evermore.

3 From the rising of the sun to its going down *

        let the Name of the Lord be praised.

4 The Lord is high above all nations, *

        and his glory above the heavens.

5 Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high *

        but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

6 He takes up the weak out of the dust *

        and lifts up the poor from the ashes.

7 He sets them with the princes, *

        with the princes of his people.

8 He makes the woman of a childless house *



        to be a joyful mother of children.

Epistle: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 read from the Easy to Read Version Bible

2 First of all, I ask that you pray for all people. Ask God to bless them and give them what 

they need. And give thanks. 2 You should pray for rulers and for all who have authority. Pray

for these leaders so that we can live quiet and peaceful lives—lives full of devotion to God 

and respect for him. 3 This is good and pleases God our Savior.

4 God wants everyone to be saved and to fully understand the truth. 5 There is only one 

God, and there is only one way that people can reach God. That way is through Christ 

Jesus, who as a man 6 gave himself to pay for everyone to be free. This is the message 

that was given to us at just the right time. 7 And I was chosen as an apostle to tell people 

that message. (I am telling the truth. I am not lying.) I was chosen to teach those who are 

not Jews to believe and understand the truth.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13 read from the Revised Standard Version Bible

16 He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a steward, and charges 

were brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. 2 And he called him and said to 

him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your stewardship, for you 

can no longer be steward.’ 3 And the steward said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my 

master is taking the stewardship away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 

ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that people may receive me into their 

houses when I am put out of the stewardship.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one 

by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred 

measures of oil.’ And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 

7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of 

wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master commended the 

dishonest steward for his shrewdness; for the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing 

with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves

by means of unrighteous mammon, so that when it fails they may receive you into the 



eternal habitations.

10 “He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he who is dishonest in a 

very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 

mammon, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that

which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two 

masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

The Gospel of the Lord

On September 20 we celebrate the life of John Coleridge Patteson, Bishop of 

Melanesia, and his Companions, Martyrs. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

The death of Bishop Patteson and his companions at the hands of Melanesian islanders, 

whom Patteson had sought to protect from slave-traders, aroused the British government to

take serious measures to prevent piratical man-hunting in the South Seas. Their martyrdom 

was the seed that produced the strong and vigorous Church which flourishes in Melanesia 

today.

Patteson was born in London, April 1, 1827, of a Devonshire family. He attended Balliol 

College, Oxford, where he took his degree in 1849. After travel in Europe and a study of 

languages, at which he was adept, he became a Fellow of Merton College in 1852 and was 

ordained the following year.

While serving as a curate of Alphington, Devonshire, near his family home, he responded to

Bishop G. A. Selwyn’s call in 1855 for helpers in New Zealand. He established a school for 

boys on Norfolk Island to train native Christian workers. It is said that he learned to speak 

some twenty-three of the languages of the Melanesian people. On February 24, 1861, he 

was consecrated Bishop of Melanesia.

On a visit to the island of Nakapu, in the Santa Cruz group, Patteson was stabbed five times

in the breast, in mistaken retaliation for the brutal outrages committed some time earlier by 



slave-traders. In the attack, several of Patteson’s company were also killed or wounded. 

Bishop Selwyn later reconciled the natives of Melanesia to the memory of one who came to 

help and not to hurt.

Let us pray: Almighty God, you called your faithful servant John Coleridge Patteson and 

his companions to be witnesses and martyrs in the islands of Melanesia and by their labors 

and sufferings raised up a people for your own possession: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon 

your Church in every land, that, by the service and sacrifice of many, your holy Name may 

be glorified and your kingdom enlarged; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


