
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Oct. 9

The Collect: Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may

continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 read from God's Word Translation

29 The prophet Jeremiah sent a letter from Jerusalem to the rest of the leaders among the 

captives. He also sent it to the priests, the prophets, and all the people that 

Nebuchadnezzar took away as captives from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

4 This is what the Lord of Armies, the God of Israel, says to all those who were taken 

captive from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses, and live in them. Plant gardens, and eat

what they produce. 6 Get married, and have sons and daughters. Find wives for your sons, 

and let your daughters get married so that they can have sons and daughters. Grow in 

number there; don’t decrease. 7 Work for the good of the city where I’ve taken you as 

captives, and pray to the Lord for that city. When it prospers, you will also prosper.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 66:1-11 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; *

        sing the glory of his Name;

        sing the glory of his praise.

2 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! *

        because of your great strength your enemies

                                cringe before you.

3 All the earth bows down before you, *

        sings to you, sings out your Name.”

4 Come now and see the works of God, *



        how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people.

5 He turned the sea into dry land,

  so that they went through the water on foot, *

        and there we rejoiced in him.

6 In his might he rules for ever;

  his eyes keep watch over the nations; *

        let no rebel rise up against him.

7 Bless our God, you peoples; *

        make the voice of his praise to be heard;

8 Who holds our souls in life, *

        and will not allow our feet to slip.

9 For you, O God, have proved us; *

        you have tried us just as silver is tried.

10 You brought us into the snare; *

        you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

11 You let enemies ride over our heads;

   we went through fire and water; *

        but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

Track 2 Old Testament: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c read from The God's Word Translation

5 Naaman, the commander of the Aramean king’s army, was respected and highly honored 

by his master. The Lord had given Aram a victory through Naaman. This man was a good 

soldier, but he had a skin disease.

2 Once, when the Arameans went on raids, they had brought back a little girl from Israel. 

She became the servant of Naaman’s wife. 3 The girl told her mistress, “If only my master 

were with the prophet in Samaria. Then the prophet could cure him of his skin disease.”

7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes in distress . He asked, “Am I ⌞ ⌟

God? Can I kill someone and then bring him back to life? This man sends someone to me 

so that I can cure his skin disease! All of you should realize and understand that he’s trying 



to pick a fight with me.”

8 But when Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he 

sent a messenger to the king. He asked, “Why did you tear your clothes? Please let 

Naaman come to me and find out that there is a prophet in Israel.”

9 Naaman came with his horses and chariot and stopped at the entrance to Elisha’s home. 

10 Elisha sent a messenger to him. He said, “Wash yourself seven times in the Jordan 

River, and your skin will be healthy and clean.” 

11 But Naaman became angry and left. He said, “I thought he would at least come out of his

house, stand somewhere, call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the 

infected place, and heal the skin disease. 12 The Abana and Pharpar Rivers in Damascus 

have better water than any of the rivers in Israel. Couldn’t I wash in them and be clean?” So

he turned around and left in anger.

13 But Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “Master, if the prophet had asked you to 

do some extraordinary act, wouldn’t you have done it? Why shouldn’t you do as he said: 

‘Wash and be clean’?”

14 So he went to dip himself in the Jordan River seven times, as the man of God had 

instructed him. His skin became healthy again like a little child’s skin. 15 Then he and all his

men returned to the man of God. Naaman stood in front of Elisha and said, “Now I know 

that there’s no god in the whole world, except the God of Israel. ”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 111 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Hallelujah!

  I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, *

        in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! *



        they are studied by all who delight in them.

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, *

        and his righteousness endures for ever.

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *

        the Lord is gracious and full of compassion.

5 He gives food to those who fear him; *

        he is ever mindful of his covenant.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works *

        in giving them the lands of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *

        all his commandments are sure.

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, *

        because they are done in truth and equity.

9 He sent redemption to his people;

  he commanded his covenant for ever; *

        holy and awesome is his Name.

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; *

        those who act accordingly have a good understanding;

        his praise endures for ever.

Epistle: 2 Timothy 2:8-15 Holman Christian Standard Bible

8 Keep your attention on Jesus Christ as risen from the dead and descended from David. 

This is according to my gospel. 9 I suffer for it to the point of being bound like a criminal, but

God’s message is not bound. 10 This is why I endure all things for the elect: so that they 

also may obtain salvation, which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 This saying is 

trustworthy:

For if we have died with Him,

we will also live with Him;

12 if we endure, we will also reign with Him;

if we deny Him, He will also deny us;



13 if we are faithless, He remains faithful,

for He cannot deny Himself.

14 Remind them of these things, charging them before God not to fight about words; this is 

in no way profitable and leads to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself 

approved to God, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of

truth.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 read from the International Children's Bible

11 Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. Traveling from Galilee to Samaria, 12 he came into 

a small town. Ten men met him there. These men did not come close to Jesus, because 

they all had a harmful skin disease. 13 But they called to him, “Jesus! Master! Please help 

us!”

14 When Jesus saw the men, he said, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”

While the ten men were going, they were healed. 15 When one of them saw that he was 

healed, he went back to Jesus. He praised God in a loud voice. 16 Then he bowed down at 

Jesus’ feet and thanked him. (This man was a Samaritan.) 17 Jesus asked, “Ten men were 

healed; where are the other nine? 18 Is this Samaritan the only one who came back to 

thank God?” 19 Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up and go on your way. You were healed 

because you believed.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 9 we celebrate the life of Wilfred Thomason Grenfell, 

Medical Missionary. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Wilfred Thomason Grenfell was born in Cheshire, England, in 1865, the second of four sons

of the Reverend Algernon Sidney Grenfell, headmaster of Mostyn House School, Parkgate, 

and his wife Jane Georgina Hutchinson. While studying medicine at the London Hospital 



Medical School, he came under the influence of the American revivalist Dwight L. Moody. 

An athlete skilled in boxing, cricket, rugby, and rowing, he was an early exponent of the 

“muscular Christianity” made famous by Charles Kingsley.

In 1887, as a qualified doctor, he joined the Royal National Mission to Deep-Sea Fisherman 

as a medical missionary, serving in Iceland and the Bay of Biscay. During a visit to Labrador

in 1892, Grenfell was appalled by the near-starvation, poverty, and ill health of the British 

workers there. Devoting himself to their nurture and improvement, be built the first hospital 

of the Labrador Medical Mission in 1893, eventually opening boarding schools, hospital 

ships, clothing distribution centers, and the Seaman’s Institute at St. John’s, Newfoundland, 

often with money he raised himself with speaking tours and books. Many benefactors from 

New York and New England enabled his relief efforts. Several of Grenfell’s books about 

Labrador and his religious writings appealed to those with whom he worked due to his 

modest and simple style.

In 1912, he organized the International Grenfell Association, with branches in the United 

States, Newfoundland, and other parts of Canada, and this organization supported his work 

and ministry for the remainder of his career. He was knighted for his work in 1927.

Sir William retired from his work in 1935, due to ill health. He died in Vermont in October of 

1940.

Let us pray: Compassionate God, whose Son Jesus Christ taught that by ministering to the

least of our brothers and sisters, we minister to him: Make us ever ready to respond to the 

needs of others, that, inspired by the ministry of Wilfred Grenfell to the sick and to seafarers

in Labrador and northern Newfoundland, our actions may witness to the love of our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.


