
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Oct. 16

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among 

the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Jeremiah 31:27-34 read from the King James 21 Century 

Version Bible

27 “Behold, the days come,” saith the Lord, “that I will sow the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah with the seed of man and with the seed of beast.

28 And it shall come to pass, that as I have watched over them to pluck up and to break 

down, and to throw down and to destroy and to afflict, so will I watch over them to build and 

to plant,” saith the Lord.

29 “In those days they shall say no more: “‘The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the 

children’s teeth are set on edge.’

30 But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his 

teeth shall be set on edge.

31 “Behold, the days come,” saith the Lord, “that I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and with the house of Judah—

32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by

the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I 

was a husband unto them,” saith the Lord.

33 “But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel: After those days,”

saith the Lord, “I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be 

their God, and they shall be My people.

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor and every man his brother, saying,

‘Know the Lord.’ For they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 

them,” saith the Lord, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people



Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 119:97-104 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common 

Prayer

97 Oh, how I love your law! *

        all the day long it is in my mind.

98 Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, *

        and it is always with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, *

        for your decrees are my study.

100 I am wiser than the elders, *

        because I observe your commandments.

101 I restrain my feet from every evil way, *

        that I may keep your word.

102 I do not shrink from your judgments, *

        because you yourself have taught me.

103 How sweet are your words to my taste! *

        they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.

104 Through your commandments I gain understanding; *

        therefore I hate every lying way.

Track 2 Old Testament: Genesis 32:22-31 read from the King James 21 Century 

Version Bible

22 And he rose up that night, and took his two wives and his two womenservants and his 

eleven sons, and passed over the ford Jabbok.

23 And he took them and sent them over the brook, and sent over what he had.

24 And Jacob was left alone, and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the 

day.

25 And when the man saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his 

thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint as he wrestled with him.

26 And the man said, “Let me go, for the day breaketh.” And he said, “I will not let thee go, 

unless thou bless me.”

27 And he said unto him, “What is thy name?” And he said, “Jacob.”



28 And he said, “Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel; for as a prince hast 

thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.”

29 And Jacob asked him, and said, “Tell me, I pray thee, thy name.” And he said, “Why is it 

that thou dost ask after my name?” And he blessed him there.

30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel [that is, The face of God]: “For I have 

seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.”

31 And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he limped upon his thigh.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's pepole

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 121 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *

        from where is my help to come?

2 My help comes from the Lord, *

        the maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved *

        and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *

        shall neither slumber nor sleep;

5 The Lord himself watches over you; *

        the Lord is your shade at your right hand,

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *

        nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *

        it is he who shall keep you safe.

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and

                          your coming in, *

        from this time forth for evermore.

Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 read from the Lexham English Bible

14 But you continue in the things which you have learned and are convinced of, because 



you know from whom you learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the 

holy writings that are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

16 All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 

training in righteousness, 17 in order that the person of God may be competent, equipped 

for every good work. 

4 I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and 

the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, 2 preach the word, be ready in season 

and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all patience and instruction. 3 For there will 

be a time when they will not put up with sound teaching, but in accordance with their own 

desires, they will accumulate for themselves teachers, because they have an insatiable 

curiosity, 4 and they will turn away from the hearing of the truth, but will turn to myths. 5 But 

you, be self-controlled in all things, bear hardship patiently, do the work of an evangelist, 

fulfill your ministry.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 read from The Message

18 1-3 Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently 

and never quit. He said, “There was once a judge in some city who never gave God a 

thought and cared nothing for people. A widow in that city kept after him: ‘My rights are 

being violated. Protect me!’

4-5 “He never gave her the time of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself, ‘I 

care nothing what God thinks, even less what people think. But because this widow won’t 

quit badgering me, I’d better do something and see that she gets justice—otherwise I’m 

going to end up beaten black-and-blue by her pounding.’”

6-8 Then the Master said, “Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying? So 

what makes you think God won’t step in and work justice for his chosen people, who 

continue to cry out for help? Won’t he stick up for them? I assure you, he will. He will not 

drag his feet. But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man find on the 

earth when he returns?”

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On October 17 we celebrate the life of Ignatius Bishop of Antioch, 

and Martyr. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Ignatius of Antioch, martyred in 115, had a profound sense of two ends—his own, and the 

consummation of history in Jesus Christ. In ecstasy, he saw his impending martyrdom as 

the fitting conclusion to a long episcopate. He was accounted the second Bishop of Antioch 

in Syria.

Seven authentic letters, which Ignatius wrote to Churches while he journeyed across Asia 

Minor in the custody of ten soldiers (“my leopards,” he called them), give valuable insights 

into the life of the early Church. Of certain Gnostic teachings that exalted the divinity of 

Jesus at the expense of his humanity, Ignatius wrote: “Be deaf. . . . to any talk that ignores 

Jesus Christ, of David’s lineage, of Mary; who was really born, ate, and drank; was really 

persecuted under Pontius Pilate; was really crucified and died in the sight of heaven and 

earth and the underworld. He was really raised from the dead.”

In another, he condemned a form of biblicism espoused by some as the method of historical

interpretation and the only rule of Church practice. He wrote: “When I heard some people 

saying, ‘If I don’t find it in the ancient documents, I don’t believe it in the Gospel,’ I answered

them, ‘But it is written there.’ They retorted, ‘That has got to be proved.’ But to my mind it is 

Jesus Christ who is the ancient documents.”

Ignatius maintained that the Church’s unity would always spring from that liturgy by which 

all are initiated into Christ through baptism. He exhorted: “Try to gather more frequently to 

celebrate God’s Eucharist and to praise him . . . At these meetings you should heed the 

bishop and presbytery attentively and break one loaf, which is the medicine of immortality”

Ignatius regarded the Church as God’s holy order in the world. He was, therefore, 

concerned for the proper ordering of the Church’s teaching and worship. He wrote: “Flee 

from schism as the source of mischief. You should all follow the bishop as Jesus Christ did 

the Father. Follow, too, the presbytery as you would the apostles; and respect the deacons 

as you would God’s law . . . Where the bishop is present, there let the congregation gather, 



just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.”

Let us pray: Almighty God, we praise your Name for your bishop and martyr Ignatius of 

Antioch, who offered himself as grain to be ground by the teeth of wild beasts that he might 

present to you the pure bread of sacrifice. Accept, we pray, the willing tribute of our lives 

and give us a share in the pure and spotless offering of your Son Jesus Christ; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


