
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, Oct. 23

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and 

charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Joel 2:23-32 read from the Modern English Version Bible

23 And children of Zion, exult

    and rejoice in the Lord your God,

because He has given to you

    the early rain for vindication.

He showers down rains for you,

    the early rain and the latter rain, as before.

24 Then the threshing floors will be filled with grain,

    and the vats will overflow with new wine and oil.

25 And I will compensate you for the years the locusts have eaten—

    the larval locust, the hopper locust,

    and the fledging locust—

My great army which I sent against you.

26 You will eat abundantly and be satisfied,

    and you will praise the name of the Lord your God,

    who has worked wonders for you;

and My people will never again be shamed.

27 Then you will know that I am in the midst of Israel,

    that I am the Lord your God,

    and that there is no other.

And My people will never again be shamed.

28 And it will be that, afterwards,

    I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;

then your sons and your daughters will prophesy,



    your old men will dream dreams,

    and your young men will see visions.

29 Even on the menservants and maidservants

    in those days I will pour out My Spirit.

30 Then I will work wonders in the heavens

    and the earth—

    blood and fire and columns of smoke.

31 The sun will be turned to darkness,

    and the moon to blood,

    before the great and awe-inspiring day of the Lord comes.

32 And it will be that everyone

    who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem

    there will be deliverance,

    as the Lord has said,

and among the survivors

    whom the Lord calls.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 65 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; *

        to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem.

2 To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, *

        because of their transgressions.

3 Our sins are stronger than we are, *

        but you will blot them out.

4 Happy are they whom you choose

  and draw to your courts to dwell there! *

        they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house,

        by the holiness of your temple.

5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,



  O God of our salvation, *

        O Hope of all the ends of the earth

        and of the seas that are far away.

6 You make fast the mountains by your power; *

        they are girded about with might.

7 You still the roaring of the seas, *

        the roaring of their waves,

        and the clamor of the peoples.

8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your

                           marvelous signs; *

        you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.

9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly;

  you make it very plenteous; *

        the river of God is full of water.

10 You prepare the grain, *

        for so you provide for the earth.

11 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; *

        with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

12 You crown the year with your goodness, *

        and your paths overflow with plenty.

13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, *

        and the hills be clothed with joy.

14 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,

   and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; *

        let them shout for joy and sing.

Track 2 Old Testament: Sirach 35:12-17 or Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 

Sirach 35: 12 – 17 read from New Revised Standard Version Anglicised Bible

12 Give to the Most High as he has given to you,

    and as generously as you can afford.

13 For the Lord is the one who repays,



    and he will repay you sevenfold.

14 Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it;

15     and do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice;

for the Lord is the judge,

    and with him there is no partiality.

16 He will not show partiality to the poor;

    but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged.

17 He will not ignore the supplication of the orphan,

    or the widow when she pours out her complaint.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 read from the Modern English Version Bible

7 O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us,

    do it for Your name’s sake.

Indeed, our backslidings are many;

    we have sinned against You.

8 O the Hope of Israel,

    its Savior in time of trouble,

why should You be as a stranger in the land,

    and as a wayfaring man who turns aside to pitch his tent for a night?

9 Why should You be as a man dismayed,

    as a mighty man who cannot save?

Yet You, O Lord, are in our midst,

    and we are called by Your name.

    Do not forsake us!

10 Thus says the Lord to this people:

Even so they have loved to wander;

    they have not restrained their feet.

Therefore, the Lord does not accept them;

    He will now remember their iniquity

    and punish their sins.



19 Have You utterly rejected Judah?

    Has Your soul loathed Zion?

Why have You stricken us

    so that there is no healing for us?

We looked for peace,

    but there was nothing good;

and for the time of healing,

    but there is trouble!

20 We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness

    and the iniquity of our fathers,

    for we have sinned against You.

21 Do not abhor us. For Your name’s sake,

    do not disgrace Your glorious throne.

Remember and do not break

    Your covenant with us.

22 Are there any among the idols of the nations that can cause rain?

    Or can the heavens give showers?

Is it not You, O Lord our God?

    Therefore, we will wait upon You,

    for You have done all these things.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's People

Track 2 Psalm Psalm: Psalm 84:1-6 read from The Episcopal Church Book of 

Common Prayer

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *

        My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of

                               the Lord;

        my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house

  and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *

        by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,



        my King and my God.

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *

        they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *

        whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find

                             it a place of springs, *

        for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height, *

        and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

Epistle: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 read from the New American Standard Bible

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has 

come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in 

the future there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous

Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His 

appearing.

16 At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted 

against them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the 

proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was 

rescued out of the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will 

bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14 read from the New Century Version Bible

9 Jesus told this story to some people who thought they were very good and looked down 

on everyone else: 10 “A Pharisee and a tax collector both went to the Temple to pray. 

11 The Pharisee stood alone and prayed, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people 

who steal, cheat, or take part in adultery, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 

week, and I give one-tenth of everything I get!’



13 “The tax collector, standing at a distance, would not even look up to heaven. But he beat 

on his chest because he was so sad. He said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 I tell 

you, when this man went home, he was right with God, but the Pharisee was not. All who 

make themselves great will be made humble, but all who make themselves humble will be 

made great.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On October 24 we celebrate the life of Hiram Hisanori Kano, priest. 

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

The Rev. Hiram Hisanori Kano, an Episcopal priest known by some as the “Saint of 

Nebraska and Colorado,” was an agricultural missionary among Japanese Americans in 

western Nebraska and, while himself a prisoner during the internment of Japanese 

Americans during World War II, a pastor to American soldiers imprisoned for having been 

AWOL.

Fr. Kano, born into a Japanese noble family in Tokyo on January 30, 1889, suffered a 

ruptured appendix while studying agricultural economics at the Imperial Univeristy of Tokyo. 

During the medical procedure, he received a vision of God and “surrendered” himself. When

he began reading the Bible as a result of the experience, he became convinced that his 

vision had been of the risen Christ. In 1910, he was baptized by Dutch Reformed 

missionaries.

In 1916, he felt God calling him to America to assist the Japanese settlers making a home in

the Midwest to farm. In the early 1920’s, Bishop George Allen Beecher of the Missionary 

District of Western Nebraska discerned, in farmer and educator Kano, the evangelist he 

was seeking to call Nebraska’s Japanese to be God’s people. A lay missionary first, Kano 

was ordained deacon in 1928 and priest in 1936. By the spring of 1934, 250 people had 

been baptized and 50 confirmed through his ministry.

After arrest on the morning of the Pearl Harbor attack despite his own defense and pleas 

from his bishop, he spent the next two years in internment camps. He spent time in four 



different states, always working to help the other internees and imprisoned AWOL soldiers. 

He served as dean of a school for the internees and taught many courses in agricultural 

study and English, and he preached the gospel. After Fr. Kano’s release in 1944, he was 

sent to study at Nashotah House, the Episcopal seminary in Wisconsin, where he earned a 

master’s degree in 1946. He then returned to his ministry in Nebraska.

When the U.S. government finally offered reparations for the internments, Fr. Kano told his 

bishop, “I don’t want the money. God just used that as another opportunity for me to preach 

the gospel.”

Fr. Kano retired in 1957 and moved with his wife to a small farm in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

He died on October 24, 1988

Let us pray: Almighty God, who has reconciled the world to yourself through Christ: Entrust

to your Church the ministry of reconciliation, as you did to your servant Hiram Hisanori 

Kano, and raise up ambassadors for Christ to proclaim your love and peace wherever 

conflict and hatred divide; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


