
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost, Oct. 30

The Collect:  Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer 

you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your 

heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 read from the New International Version

Bible

1 The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received.

2 How long, Lord, must I call for help,

    but you do not listen?

Or cry out to you, “Violence!”

    but you do not save?

3 Why do you make me look at injustice?

    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?

Destruction and violence are before me;

    there is strife, and conflict abounds.

4 Therefore the law is paralyzed,

    and justice never prevails.

The wicked hem in the righteous,

    so that justice is perverted.

I will stand at my watch

    and station myself on the ramparts;

I will look to see what he will say to me,

    and what answer I am to give to this complaint.

2 Then the Lord replied:

“Write down the revelation

    and make it plain on tablets

    so that a herald may run with it.



3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time;

    it speaks of the end

    and will not prove false.

Though it linger, wait for it;

    it will certainly come

    and will not delay.

4 “See, the enemy is puffed up;

    his desires are not upright—

    but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness—

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm 119:137-144  read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

137 You are righteous, O Lord, *

        and upright are your judgments.

138 You have issued your decrees *

        with justice and in perfect faithfulness.

139 My indignation has consumed me, *

        because my enemies forget your words.

140 Your word has been tested to the uttermost, *

        and your servant holds it dear.

141 I am small and of little account, *

        yet I do not forget your commandments.

142 Your justice is an everlasting justice *

        and your law is the truth.

143 Trouble and distress have come upon me, *

        yet your commandments are my delight.

144 The righteousness of your decrees is everlasting; *

        grant me understanding, that I may live.



Track 2 Old Testament: Isaiah 1:10-18 read from the New International Version Bible

10 Hear the word of the Lord,

    you rulers of Sodom;

listen to the instruction of our God,

    you people of Gomorrah!

11 “The multitude of your sacrifices—

    what are they to me?” says the Lord.

“I have more than enough of burnt offerings,

    of rams and the fat of fattened animals;

I have no pleasure

    in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.

12 When you come to appear before me,

    who has asked this of you,

    this trampling of my courts?

13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings!

    Your incense is detestable to me.

New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—

    I cannot bear your worthless assemblies.

14 Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals

    I hate with all my being.

They have become a burden to me;

    I am weary of bearing them.

15 When you spread out your hands in prayer,

    I hide my eyes from you;

even when you offer many prayers,

    I am not listening.

Your hands are full of blood!

16 Wash and make yourselves clean.

    Take your evil deeds out of my sight;

    stop doing wrong.

17 Learn to do right; seek justice.

    Defend the oppressed.



Take up the cause of the fatherless;

    plead the case of the widow.

18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,”

    says the Lord.

“Though your sins are like scarlet,

    they shall be as white as snow;

though they are red as crimson,

    they shall be like wool.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm 32:1-8 read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *

        and whose sin is put away!

2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, *

        and in whose spirit there is no guile!

3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *

        because of my groaning all day long.

4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *

        my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *

        and did not conceal my guilt.

6 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” *

        Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in

                           time of trouble; *

        when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

8 You are my hiding-place;

  you preserve me from trouble; *

        you surround me with shouts of deliverance.



Epistle: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 read from the New Living Translation

1 This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy.

We are writing to the church in Thessalonica, to you who belong to God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.

2 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.

3 Dear brothers and sisters, we can’t help but thank God for you, because your faith is 

flourishing and your love for one another is growing. 4 We proudly tell God’s other churches

about your endurance and faithfulness in all the persecutions and hardships you are 

suffering.

11 So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable you to live a life worthy of his 

call. May he give you the power to accomplish all the good things your faith prompts you to 

do. 12 Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because of the way you live, and 

you will be honored along with him. This is all made possible because of the grace of our 

God and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 19:1-10 read from The New Revised Standard Version Bible

19 He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; 

he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 

account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and 

climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus

came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I 

must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All 

who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 

sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, 

I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times 

as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, 

too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

The Gospel of the Lord



On November 2 we celebrate the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed. Read from 

A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

In the New Testament, the word “saints” is used to describe the entire membership of the 

Christian community, and, in the Collect for All Saints’ Day, the word “elect” is used in a 

similar sense. From very early times, however, the word “saint” came to be applied primarily

to persons of heroic sanctity, whose deeds were recalled with gratitude by later generations.

Beginning in the tenth century, it became customary to set aside another day—as a sort of 

extension of All Saints—on which the Church remembered that vast body of the faithful 

who, though no less members of the company of the redeemed, are unknown in the wider 

fellowship of the Church. It was also a day for particular remembrance of family members 

and friends.

Though the observance of the day was abolished at the Reformation because of abuses 

connected with Masses for the dead, a renewed understanding of its meaning has led to a 

widespread acceptance of this commemoration among Anglicans, and to its inclusion as an 

optional observance in the calendar of The Episcopal Church.

Let us pray: O God, the Maker and Redeemer of all believers; Grant to the faithful 

departed the unsearchable benefits of the passion of your Son; that, on the day of his 

appearing, they may be manifested as your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


