
January 1 The Holy Name of our Lord

The Old Testament, New Testament and Gospel will be read from New Revised Standard 

Bible Anglicized

The Collect and Psalm will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer.

The Collect: Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be 

the sign of our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of 

the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

Old Testament: Numbers 6:22-27 

22 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23 Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you 

shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them,

24 The Lord bless you and keep you;

25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;

26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

27 So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 8

1 O Lord our Governor, *

      how exalted is your Name in all the world!

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children *

     your majesty is praised above the heavens.

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, *

     to quell the enemy and the avenger.

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, *



     the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

5 What is man that you should be mindful of him? *

     the son of man that you should seek him out?

6 You have made him but little lower than the angels; *

     you adorn him with glory and honor;

7 You give him mastery over the works of your hands; *

     you put all things under his feet:

8 All sheep and oxen, *

     even the wild beasts of the field,

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, *

     and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea.

10 O Lord our Governor, *

      how exalted is your Name in all the world!

Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7 or Philippians 2:5-11

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as children. 6 And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 7 So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 

child then also an heir, through God. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Philippians 2: 5 – 11

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

6 who, though he was in the form of God,

    did not regard equality with God

    as something to be exploited,

7 but emptied himself,

    taking the form of a slave,

    being born in human likeness.



And being found in human form,

8     he humbled himself

    and became obedient to the point of death—

    even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him

    and gave him the name

    that is above every name,

10 so that at the name of Jesus

    every knee should bend,

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue should confess

    that Jesus Christ is Lord,

    to the glory of God the Father.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Luke 2:15-21

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us.’ 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them.

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

The Gospel of the Lord



Closing Prayer: On January 3 we celebrate the life of William Passavant, Prophetic 

Witness. Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

William Passavant, a Pennsylvania Lutheran pastor, was born in Zelienople, Pennsylvania, 

on October 9, 1821. He attended Jefferson College and later Gettysburg Seminary.

Passavant was a parish pastor at heart and served in that capacity for much of his ministry, 

even while pursuing other duties. Passavant was the founder of numerous hospitals, 

orphanages, and other charitable organizations, principally in Western Pennsylvania, but 

the reach of his efforts extended from Boston and New York in the east to Chicago and 

Milwaukee in the mid-west. Many of these institutions continue to this day.

On a visit to Germany, Passavant came into contact with Theodor Fliedner, the founder of 

the reconstituted deaconess movement among German Lutherans, and, in 1849, he invited 

Fliedner to come to Pittsburgh and bring four of his deaconesses to serve in the hospital 

there. A year later, in 1850, the first American Lutheran deaconesses were set apart by 

Passavant, and thus began the renewed deaconess movement among American 

Lutherans.

Passavant was driven by a desire to see the consequences of the gospel worked out in 

practical ways in the lives of people in need. For Passavant, the Church’s commitment to 

the gospel must not be spiritual only. It must be visible. For him, it was essential that gospel 

principles were worked out in clear missionary actions. Passavant also knew the importance

of education and was the founder of a number of church schools scattered across the mid-

west, principal among these being Thiel College, a Lutheran-affiliated college in Greenville, 

Pennsylvania.

In addition to his charitable, philanthropic, and educational work, and his guidance of the 

early years of the deaconess movement, Passavant was also a cutting-edge communicator 

of his time. He founded two church newspapers, The Missionary and The Workman, both 

designed to interpret the church’s mission, in consonance with the Lutheran confessions, for

the purpose of provoking the desire of the faithful toward loving service to those in need 



without concern for race, color, creed, or national origin. Later generations of Lutheran 

communicators look to Passavant as one of the trailblazers of the field of religious 

journalism.

Passavant died on January 3, 1894.

Let us pray: Compassionate God, who raises up ministers among your people: May we 

ever desire, like your servant William Passavant, to support the work of equipping the saints

for service among the sick and the friendless; through Jesus Christ, the divine Physician, 

who has prepared for us an eternal home, and who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.


