
Day of Pentecost, May 28 

Whitsunday

The Collect and Psalm are from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The First Lesson, Second Lesson and Gospel are from Douay-Rheims Bible

The Collect: Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and

nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by 

the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

or this

O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light

of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and 

evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30

Acts

2 And when the days of the Pentecost were accomplished, they were all together in one 

place:

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a mighty wind coming, and it filled 

the whole house where they were sitting.

3 And there appeared to them parted tongues as it were of fire, and it sat upon every one of

them:

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they began to speak with divers tongues, 

according as the Holy Ghost gave them to speak.

5 Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 

heaven.

6 And when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded in 



mind, because that every man heard them speak in his own tongue.

7 And they were all amazed, and wondered, saying: Behold, are not all these, that speak, 

Galileans?

8 And how have we heard, every man our own tongue wherein we were born?

9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea, and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,

10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of 

Rome,

11 Jews also, and proselytes, Cretes, and Arabians: we have heard them speak in our own 

tongues the wonderful works of God.

12 And they were all astonished, and wondered, saying one to another: What meaneth this?

13 But others mocking, said: These men are full of new wine.

14 But Peter standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spoke to them: Ye men of 

Judea, and all you that dwell in Jerusalem, be this known to you, and with your ears receive

my words.

15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day:

16 But this is that which was spoken of by the prophet Joel:

17 And it shall come to pass, in the last days, (saith the Lord,) I will pour out of my Spirit 

upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 

see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.

18 And upon my servants indeed, and upon my handmaids will I pour out in those days of 

my spirit, and they shall prophesy.

19 And I will shew wonders in the heaven above, and signs on the earth beneath: blood and

fire, and vapour of smoke.

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and 

manifest day of the Lord come.

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be 

saved.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Numbers 11:24-30

24 Moses therefore came, and told the people the words of the Lord, and assembled 



seventy men of the ancients of Israel, and made them to stand about the tabernacle.

25 And the Lord came down in a cloud, and spoke to him, taking away of the spirit that was 

in Moses, and giving to the seventy men. And when the spirit had rested on them they 

prophesied, nor did they cease afterwards.

26 Now there remained in the camp two of the men, of whom one was called Eldad, and the

other Medad, upon whom the spirit rested; for they also had been enrolled, but were not 

gone forth to the tabernacle.

27 And when they prophesied in the camp, there ran a young man, and told Moses, saying: 

Eldad and Medad prophesy in the camp.

28 Forthwith Josue the son of Nun, the minister of Moses, and chosen out of many, said: 

My lord Moses forbid them.

29 But he said: Why hast thou emulation for me? O that all the people might prophesy, and 

that the Lord would give them his spirit!

30 And Moses returned, with the ancients of Israel, into the camp.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 104:25-35,37

25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *

       in wisdom you have made them all;

       the earth is full of your creatures.

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea

   with its living things too many to number, *

       creatures both small and great.

27 There move the ships,

   and there is that Leviathan, *

       which you have made for the sport of it.

28 All of them look to you *

       to give them their food in due season.

29 You give it to them; they gather it; *

       you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *



       you take away their breath,

       and they die and return to their dust.

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *

       and so you renew the face of the earth.

32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *

       may the Lord rejoice in all his works.

33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; *

       he touches the mountains and they smoke.

34 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *

       I will praise my God while I have my being.

35 May these words of mine please him; *

       I will rejoice in the Lord.

37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. *

       Hallelujah!

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

And no man can say the Lord Jesus, but by the Holy Ghost.

4 Now there are diversities of graces, but the same Spirit;

5 And there are diversities of ministries, but the same Lord;

6 And there are diversities of operations, but the same God, who worketh all in all.

7 And the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man unto profit.

8 To one indeed, by the Spirit, is given the word of wisdom: and to another, the word of 

knowledge, according to the same Spirit;

9 To another, faith in the same spirit; to another, the grace of healing in one Spirit;

10 To another, the working of miracles; to another, prophecy; to another, the discerning of 

spirits; to another, diverse kinds of tongues; to another, interpretation of speeches.

11 But all these things one and the same Spirit worketh, dividing to every one according as 

he will.

12 For as the body is one, and hath many members; and all the members of the body, 

whereas they are many, yet are one body, so also is Christ.



13 For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether 

bond or free; and in one Spirit we have all been made to drink.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Acts 2:1-21

2 And when the days of the Pentecost were accomplished, they were all together in one 

place:

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a mighty wind coming, and it filled 

the whole house where they were sitting.

3 And there appeared to them parted tongues as it were of fire, and it sat upon every one of

them:

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they began to speak with divers tongues, 

according as the Holy Ghost gave them to speak.

5 Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 

heaven.

6 And when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded in 

mind, because that every man heard them speak in his own tongue.

7 And they were all amazed, and wondered, saying: Behold, are not all these, that speak, 

Galileans?

8 And how have we heard, every man our own tongue wherein we were born?

9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea, and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,

10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of 

Rome,

11 Jews also, and proselytes, Cretes, and Arabians: we have heard them speak in our own 

tongues the wonderful works of God.

12 And they were all astonished, and wondered, saying one to another: What meaneth this?

13 But others mocking, said: These men are full of new wine.

14 But Peter standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spoke to them: Ye men of 

Judea, and all you that dwell in Jerusalem, be this known to you, and with your ears receive

my words.

15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day:



16 But this is that which was spoken of by the prophet Joel:

17 And it shall come to pass, in the last days, (saith the Lord,) I will pour out of my Spirit 

upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 

see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.

18 And upon my servants indeed, and upon my handmaids will I pour out in those days of 

my spirit, and they shall prophesy.

19 And I will shew wonders in the heaven above, and signs on the earth beneath: blood and

fire, and vapour of smoke.

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and 

manifest day of the Lord come.

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be 

saved.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 

John 20

19 Now when it was late that same day, the first of the week, and the doors were shut, 

where the disciples were gathered together, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in 

the midst, and said to them: Peace be to you.

20 And when he had said this, he shewed them his hands and his side. The disciples 

therefore were glad, when they saw the Lord.

21 He said therefore to them again: Peace be to you. As the Father hath sent me, I also 

send you.

22 When he had said this, he breathed on them; and he said to them: Receive ye the Holy 

Ghost.

23 Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, 

they are retained.

The Gospel of the Lord

John 7: 37 – 39

37 And on the last, and great day of the festivity, Jesus stood and cried, saying: If any man 



thirst, let him come to me, and drink.

38 He that believeth in me, as the scripture saith, Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 

water.

39 Now this he said of the Spirit which they should receive, who believed in him: for as yet 

the Spirit was not given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The Gospel of the Lord

Closing Prayer: On June 1 we celebrate the life of Justin, Martyr at Rome. From A 

Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Toward the middle of the second century, there came into the young Christian community a 

seeker for the truth, whose wide interests, noble spirit, and able mind, greatly enriched it.

Justin was born into a Greek-speaking pagan family about the year 110 in Samaria, near 

Shechem. He was educated in Greek philosophy. Like Augustine after him, he was left 

restless by all this knowledge. During a walk along the beach at Ephesus, he fell in with a 

stranger, who told him about Christ. “Straightway a flame was kindled in my soul,” he writes,

“and a love of the prophets and those who are friends of Christ possessed me.” He became 

a Christian as a result of this encounter, and thereafter regarded Christianity as the only 

“safe and profitable philosophy.”

About 150, Justin moved to Rome. As philosophers did in those days, he started a school—

in this case, a school of Christian philosophy— and accepted students. He also wrote. 

Three of his works are known to us: a dialogue in Platonic style with a Jew named Trypho, 

and two “apologies.” (An apology in this sense, of course, is not an excuse, but a spirited 

defense.) Justin’s First and Second Apologies defend Christianity against the Greek charge 

of irrationality and the Roman charge of disloyalty to the empire. These two works provide 

us with important insights into developing theological ideas and liturgical practices of early 

Christianity. In the Dialogue with Trypho, Justin defends the Church against the Jewish 

charge of distorting the Old Testament. He interprets the Old Testament as the 

foreshadowing of the New.



While teaching in Rome, he engaged in a public debate with a philosopher of the Cynic 

school named Crescens, accusing him of ignorance and immorality. Angered, Crescens 

preferred legal charges against him. Justin and six of his students were arrested and 

brought before the prefect Rusticus. As the custom was, Rusticus gave them an opportunity

to renounce their faith. All steadfastly refused to do so. Justin and his companions were put 

to death about the year 167.

Let us pray: O God, who has given your Church wisdom and revealed deep and secret 

things: Grant that we, like your servant Justin and in union with his prayers, may find your 

truth an abiding refuge all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ, who with the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns with you, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.


