
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 10

The Collect and Psalms are from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer.

The Old Testament, New Testament and Gospel are from the World English Bible

The Collect: Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist 

the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their 

boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Exodus 12:1-14

1 Yahweh spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “This month shall be to 

you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year to you. 3 Speak to all the 

congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth day of this month, they shall take to them every

man a lamb, according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household; 4 and if the 

household is too little for a lamb, then he and his neighbor next to his house shall take one 

according to the number of the souls. You shall make your count for the lamb according to 

what everyone can eat. 5 Your lamb shall be without defect, a male a year old. You shall 

take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the 

same month; and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at evening. 

7 They shall take some of the blood, and put it on the two door posts and on the lintel, on 

the houses in which they shall eat it. 8 They shall eat the meat in that night, roasted with 

fire, with unleavened bread. They shall eat it with bitter herbs. 9 Don’t eat it raw, nor boiled 

at all with water, but roasted with fire; with its head, its legs and its inner parts. 10 You shall 

let nothing of it remain until the morning; but that which remains of it until the morning you 

shall burn with fire. 11 This is how you shall eat it: with your belt on your waist, your sandals

on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste: it is Yahweh’s 

Passover. 12 For I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and will strike all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and animal. I will execute judgments against all the 

gods of Egypt. I am Yahweh. 13 The blood shall be to you for a token on the houses where 

you are. When I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will be on you to destroy 



you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 This day shall be a memorial for you. You shall keep 

it as a feast to Yahweh. You shall keep it as a feast throughout your generations by an 

ordinance forever. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 149

1 Hallelujah!

  Sing to the Lord a new song; *

       sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.

2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *

       let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; *

       let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.

4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people *

       and adorns the poor with victory.

5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *

       let them be joyful on their beds.

6 Let the praises of God be in their throat *

       and a two-edged sword in their hand;

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations *

       and punishment on the peoples;

8 To bind their kings in chains *

       and their nobles with links of iron;

9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *

       this is glory for all his faithful people.

       Hallelujah!

Track 2 Old Testament: Ezekiel 33:7-11

7 “So you, son of man, I have set you a watchman to the house of Israel. Therefore hear the

word from my mouth, and give them warnings from me. 8 When I tell the wicked, ‘O wicked 



man, you will surely die,’ and you don’t speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 

man will die in his iniquity, but I will require his blood at your hand. 9 Nevertheless, if you 

warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, and he doesn’t turn from his way; he will die in his

iniquity, but you have delivered your soul. 

10 “You, son of man, tell the house of Israel: ‘You say this, “Our transgressions and our sins

are on us, and we pine away in them. How then can we live?” ’ 11 Tell them, ‘ “As I live,” 

says the Lord Yahweh, “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 

turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why will you die, house of 

Israel?” ’ 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, *

       and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *

       I shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *

       for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees *

       and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *

       give me life in your ways.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *

       which you make to those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *

       because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *

       in your righteousness preserve my life.



Epistle: Romans 13:8-14 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has 

fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not 

murder,” “You shall not steal,”† “You shall not covet,” * and whatever other commandments 

there are, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.”* 10 Love doesn’t harm a neighbor. Love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already time for you to awaken out of sleep, for 

salvation is now nearer to us than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone, and the 

day is near. Let’s therefore throw off the deeds of darkness, and let’s put on the armor of 

light. 13 Let’s walk properly, as in the day; not in reveling and drunkenness, not in sexual 

promiscuity and lustful acts, and not in strife and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, for its lusts. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

15  “If your brother sins against you, go, show him his fault between you and him alone. If 

he listens to you, you have gained back your brother. 16  But if he doesn’t listen, take one or

two more with you, that at the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 

established.* 17  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the assembly. If he refuses to hear 

the assembly also, let him be to you as a Gentile or a tax collector. 18  Most certainly I tell 

you, whatever things you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and whatever 

things you release on earth will have been released in heaven. 19  Again, assuredly I tell 

you, that if two of you will agree on earth concerning anything that they will ask, it will be 

done for them by my Father who is in heaven. 20  For where two or three are gathered 

together in my name, there I am in the middle of them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord



On September 16 we celebrate the life of Ninian, Bishop in Galloway.Read from A 

Great Cloud of Witnesses.

The dates of Ninian’s life, and the exact extent of his work, are much disputed. The earliest, 

and possibly the best, account is the brief one in the Venerable Bede’s Ecclesiastical 

History.

Ninian was a Romanized Briton, born in the latter half of the fourth century in southern 

Scotland. He is said to have been educated in Rome and to have received episcopal 

ordination. But the main influence on his life was Martin of Tours, with whom he spent some 

time, and from whom he gained his ideals of an episcopal-monastic structure designed for 

missionary work.

About the time of Martin’s death in 397, Ninian established his base at a place called 

Candida Casa (“White House”) or Whithorn in Galloway, which he dedicated to Martin. 

Traces of place names and church dedications suggest that his work covered the Solway 

Plains and the Lake District of England. Ninian seems also to have converted many of the 

Picts of northern Scotland, as far north as the Moray Firth.

Ninian, together with Patrick, is one of the links of continuity between the ancient Roman-

British Church and the developing Celtic Christianity of Ireland and Scotland.

Let us pray: O God, by the preaching of your blessed servant and bishop Ninian you 

caused the light of the Gospel to shine in the land of Britain: Grant, we pray, that having his 

life and labors in remembrance we may show our thankfulness by following the example of 

his zeal and patience; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


