Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

The Collect and Psalms will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer.
The Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel will be read from the English Standard Version Bible
Anglicized.

The Collect: Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may
continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Track 1 Old Testament: Exodus 32:1-14

32 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people
gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go
before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not
know what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are
in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all
the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron.

4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a
golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” 6 And they rose up early the
next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down

to eat and drink and rose up to play.

7 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way
that | commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have
worshipped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you
up out of the land of Egypt!'”” 9 And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and
behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn

hot against them and | may consume them, in order that | may make a great nation of you.”



11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them
out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn
from your burning anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to
them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have
promised | will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it for ever.” 14 And the Lord
relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 1 Psalm: Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
1 Hallelujah!
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *

for his mercy endures for ever.

2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord *
or show forth all his praise?

3 Happy are those who act with justice *
and always do what is right!

4 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people, *
and visit me with your saving help;

5 That | may see the prosperity of your elect

and be glad with the gladness of your people, *

that | may glory with your inheritance.

6 We have sinned as our forebears did; *
we have done wrong and dealt wickedly.

19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb *
and worshiped a molten image;

20 And so they exchanged their Glory *
for the image of an ox that feeds on grass.

21 They forgot God their Savior, *



who had done great things in Egypt,
22 \Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, *
and fearful things at the Red Sea.
23 So he would have destroyed them,
had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, *

to turn away his wrath from consuming them.

Track 2 Old Testament: Isaiah 25:1-9
O Lord, you are my God;

| will exalt you; | will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,

plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2 For you have made the city a heap,

the fortified city a ruin;
the foreigners' palace is a city no more;

it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4 For you have been a stronghold to the poor,

a stronghold to the needy in his distress,

a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat;
for the breath of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall,
5 like heat in a dry place.

You subdue the noise of the foreigners;

as heat by the shade of a cloud,

so the song of the ruthless is put down.

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7 And he will swallow up on this mountain

the covering that is cast over all peoples,



the veil that is spread over all nations.
8 He will swallow up death for ever;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the Lord; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Track 2 Psalm: Psalm 23
1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
| shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
4 Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oll,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *

and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Epistle: Philippians 4:1-9

4 Therefore, my brothers, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the



Lord, my beloved.

2 | entreat Euodia and | entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, | ask you also, true
companion, help these women, who have laboured side by side with me in the gospel
together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of

life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known
to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds

in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me—practise these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14

22 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding
feast.’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business,
6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king
was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.

8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you

find.” 10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both



bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no
wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding
garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand
and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord

On October 15 we celebrate the life of Teresa of Avila Nun. Read from A Great Cloud
of Witnesses.

Teresa was one of two women declared a “Doctor of the Church” in 1970 by the Roman
Catholic Church, primarily because of her two mystical contemplative works, The Way of
Perfection and Interior Castle. She was a close spiritual and personal friend of St. John of

the Cross.

Teresa was born near Avila. Even in her childhood, she took much pleasure in the study of
saints’ lives, and she used to delight in spending times of contemplation, repeating over and

over, “For ever, for ever, for ever, for ever, they shall see God.”

In her autobiography, Teresa tells that, following her mother’s death, she became quite
worldly. To offset this, her father placed her in an Augustinian convent to be educated, but
serious illness ended her studies. During convalescence, she determined to enter the
religious life; and, though opposed by her father, she became a postulant at a Carmelite
convent. Again, illness forced her to return home. After three years, she returned to the

convent.

The easygoing life of the “mitigated” Carmelite rule distracted her from her customary
prayer life, to which she returned. Taking recourse in two great penitents, Augustine of
Hippo and Mary Magdalene, she became increasingly meditative. She began to receive

visions—whether from God or the Devil she could not know—and struggled to reject them.



Teresa set out to establish a reformed Carmelite order of the “discalced” religious, who wore
sandals or went unshod. Despite many setbacks, she traveled for 25 years through Spain.
Energetic, practical, efficient, as well as being a mystic and ascetic, she established 17

convents of Reformed Carmelites. Even imprisonment did not deter her.

Despite the demands of her administrative and missionary work, Teresa found time to write
the numerous letters that give us rare insights into her personality and concerns. She shows
us a practical organizer, a writer of native genius, a warm devoted friend, and, above all, a

lover of and the beloved of God.

Her death in 1582, following two years of illness, was peaceful. Her last sight was of the
Sacrament brought for her comfort; her last words, “O my Lord! Now is the time that we may

see each other.”

Let us pray: O God, by your Holy Spirit you moved Teresa of Avila to manifest to your
Church the way of perfection: Grant us, we pray, to be nourished by her excellent teaching,
and enkindle within us a keen and unquenchable longing for true holiness; through Jesus
Christ, the joy of loving hearts, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,

for ever and ever. Amen.



