
Last Sunday after the Epiphany, February 11

The Collect and Psalm will be read from The Episcopal Church Book of Common Prayer

The Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel will be read from the Holman Christian Standard 

Bible.

The Collect: O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory 

upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance,

may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to 

glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament: 2 Kings 2:1-12

2 The time had come for the Lord to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elijah and 

Elisha were traveling from Gilgal, 2 and Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord is sending

me on to Bethel.”

But Elisha replied, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they 

went down to Bethel.

3 Then the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and said, “Do you 

know that the Lord will take your master away from you today?”

He said, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.”

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; the Lord is sending me to Jericho.”

But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they 

went to Jericho.

5 Then the sons of the prophets who were in Jericho came up to Elisha and said, “Do you 

know that the Lord will take your master away from you today?”

He said, “Yes, I know. Be quiet.”

6 Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord is sending me to the Jordan.”

But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two 

of them went on.

7 Fifty men from the sons of the prophets came and stood facing them from a distance 



while the two of them stood by the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, and struck 

the waters, which parted to the right and left. Then the two of them crossed over on dry 

ground. 9 After they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I can do for you 

before I am taken from you.”

So Elisha answered, “Please, let me inherit two shares of your spirit.”

10 Elijah replied, “You have asked for something difficult. If you see me being taken from 

you, you will have it. If not, you won’t.”

11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire with horses of fire suddenly 

appeared and separated the two of them. Then Elijah went up into heaven in the whirlwind. 

12 As Elisha watched, he kept crying out, “My father, my father, the chariots and horsemen 

of Israel!” Then he never saw Elijah again. He took hold of his own clothes and tore them 

into two pieces.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6

1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; *

       he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.

2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *

       God reveals himself in glory.

3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; *

       before him there is a consuming flame,

       and round about him a raging storm.

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above *

       to witness the judgment of his people.

5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, *

       those who have made a covenant with me

       and sealed it with sacrifice.”

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *

       for God himself is judge.



Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

3 But if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case, the god 

of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers so they cannot see the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we are not proclaiming 

ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your slaves because of Jesus. 6 For 

God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of 

the knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

Gospel: Mark 9:2-9

2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up on a high mountain by 

themselves to be alone. He was transformed in front of them, 3 and His clothes became 

dazzling—extremely white as no launderer on earth could whiten them. 4 Elijah appeared to

them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.

5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it’s good for us to be here! Let us make three 

tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”— 6 because he did not know 

what he should say, since they were terrified.

7 A cloud appeared, overshadowing them, and a voice came from the cloud:

This is My beloved Son;

listen to Him!

8 Then suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus alone.

9 As they were coming down from the mountain, He ordered them to tell no one what they 

had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 They kept this word to 

themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant.

The Gospel of the Lord

On February 16 we celebrate the life of Charles Todd Quintard, Bishop of Tennessee. 

Read from A Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Charles Todd Quintard was the second bishop of the Diocese of Tennessee and the first 



Vice Chancellor of The University of the South at Sewanee.

Quintard was born in 1824 in Stamford, Connecticut. In 1847 he received the degree of 

Doctor of Medicine from the Medical College of New York University and worked at New 

York City’s Bellevue Hospital. After a brief episode of practicing medicine in Athens, 

Georgia, Quintard became the professor of anatomy and physiology at Memphis Medical 

College and an editor of the Memphis Medical Reporter. In 1848, Quintard married 

Katherine Isabella Hand, a native of Roswell, Georgia, and together they were the parents 

of three children.

It was while he was in Memphis that Quintard came to know Bishop James Hervey Otey, 

the first bishop of Tennessee. Under Otey’s personal tutelage, Quintard prepared for holy 

orders. He was ordained to the diaconate on New Year’s Day, 1855, and to the priesthood 

on the Feast of the Epiphany, 1856. He served as rector of the Church of the Advent, 

Nashville, until his election as the second bishop of Tennessee in October 1865. He served 

as bishop until his death in 1898.

During the Civil War, Quintard played dual roles in the Confederate Army as both chaplain 

and surgeon. Following the war, he was instrumental in bringing together the previously 

divided factions and extending the reach of The Episcopal Church, particularly among 

African Americans.

Bishop Quintard was a strong advocate of education at every level and played a major role 

in the establishment of schools. Perhaps his greatest accomplishment was the rebuilding of 

The University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, after its destruction during the Civil 

War. He made several successful trips to England to raise the funds to secure the future of 

the University. From February 1867 to July 1872, Quintard served as the reconstituted 

University’s first Vice Chancellor. Quintard believed that a great Episcopal university was 

essential, not just to the church in Tennessee and the southeast, but to the whole church, 

and thus devoted much of his ministry to Sewanee.



Let us pray: Mighty God, we bless your Name for the example of your bishop Charles Todd

Quintard, who persevered to reconcile the divisions among the people of his time: Grant, we

pray, that your Church may ever be one, that it may be a refuge for all, for the honor of your 

Name; through Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for

ever and ever. Amen.


